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Class of 2004: BMR looks to ‘new beginnings’ 
Jamie Pachomski , For The Call 

BLACKSTONE-- Principal Mary Shimkus praised the sunny weather as no storm dared to rain on the proud smiles of the class of 2004 
and their families at Blackstone-Millville Regional High School during its 34th commencement yesterday morning.  
After Class President Dezirae Leigh Wheaton, Valedictorian Cory Richard Bevilaqua and Salutatorian Brian R. Pouliot gave their fellow 
classmates words of encouragement, the 108 purple and white clad graduates were called up to the stage one by one by Assistant Principal Keith 
A. Ducharme and handed their diplomas and a yellow carnation by School Committee Chairperson Toni M. Harvey.Forty-five students in the 
class accomplished either honors or high honors. 
 
Assistant Principal Shimkus charged the graduating class with words spoken in a previous commencement by newscaster Tom Brokaw."You 
are educated. You are now proof of your diploma.Think about it as your ticket to change the world."She added, "Be honest, considerate and 
caring and react only after a moment of thought." 
 
Valedictorian Cory Richard Bevilaqua acknowledged what the class had been through and what it faces in the years to come."A lot has changed 
since we started including the invention of the fruit-filled Eggo waffle."He told the students, "Fight for what you believe in."Thrusting his arm 
into the air toward his fellow classmates he announced,"Here’s to new beginnings." 
 
Salutatorian Brian R. Pouliot addressed the "big lie" to the students and explained that the purpose of a job is more than just bringing home 
money.He quoted Bob Dylan and said, "A man is successful if he wakes up and goes to bed at night and does what he or she wants to do in 
between."He followed suit with words from Fred Rogers and said, "Have ambition and delight in what you do,"and "A man is what he thinks 
about all day long," by famed auteur Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
 
Featured Speaker Keith A. Ducharme extended his thanks to the parents of the students and the devoted faculty that once taught him at the 
school. "The teachers that have made the most impact in my life are the ones who teach here at BMR." He snickered and added, "Maybe some 
of you will be back here looking for a job."He told the students, " Choose a job you love and you’ll never have to work a day in your life." 
 
His parting words to the class of 2004 were taken from a quote made by Yogi Berra: "‘When you come to a fork in the road, take it.’ Remember 
the people here at BMR that had made a dffierence in your own life." 
 
School Committee Chairperson Toni M. Harvey encouraged the graduates to "try to positively affect one person every day in your life.Imagine 
how many people you could impact in a lifetime." 
 
She also wished the graduates "health, happiness and a life filled with personal success." 
 
Class President Dezirae Leigh Wheaton also recognized the passing of former classmate Matthew Gignac by reserved a seat for him among the 
graduates. She referred to the school as a place "where everybody really knows your name."She stressed that her peers should "Enjoy life to the 
fullest," adding "the scenery and memories are the best part of the journey." 
 
Senior Jesse Dufault accepted his diploma and after shaking Ducharme’s hand, ripped his gown and shirt off and flexed his green painted 
muscles for the crowd. 
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