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TOP STORIES ONLINE
Oct. 4-10

1. New type of drug 
seized in Jersey 
County
2. Foundation raises 

more than $130,000 
during National 
Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month 
3. Blasa faces arson 

charges
4. Local Rendezvous 

dubbed ‘Travel 
Treasures’
5. Peeling back 

the annual Jersey 
County Apple 
Festival

NEWS
Fishing pond 
dedicated  
at Pere Marquette.

See page A2

Final Land of Lincoln 
Honor Flight for 
2017 to lift off.

See page A5

FRIENDS &
NEIGHBORS

Howland - Bland 
engagement.

See page B1

WEEKEND 
WEATHER

FRIDAY, OCT. 13

 81  64
 High   Low

SATURDAY, OCT. 14

 85  61
 High   Low

SUNDAY, OCT. 15

 64  41
 High   Low

Please bring your own seating.

Rachel McGlasson/Jersey County Journal

A step bAck iN time
Mary Mager is a picture of the past sitting at her loom at the Jersey County Historical Society’s Apple Festival. 
Mager spent the festival in the newly reconstructed Hagen cabin, the third cabin on the historical society grounds, 
completing the original Jerseyville settlement of Hickory Grove.

Man sentenced to 17 years for child pornography
By RACHEL 

MCGLASSON

Jersey County Journal
Charles W. Bunker, 32, of 

Jerseyille, pled guilty to pos-
session of child pornography, 
a class X felony, on Oct. 4. 
Bunker accepted a 17-year 
sentence to the Department of 
Corrections. 

Bunker was taken into cus-
tody in January of this year 
thanks to an investigation led 
by Jerseyville Officer Amanda 
Wimmersberg. 

“All the credit to this case 
goes to Amanda Wimmers-

berg, who conducted the inves-
tigation and the Jerseyville 
Police Department,” State’s 
Attorney Ben Goetten said.

Wimmersberg serves on the 
Internet Crimes Against Chil-

dren (ICAC) Task Force, a 
national network of 61 coordi-
nated task forces representing 
more than 4,500 federal, state 
and local law enforcement and 
prosecutorial agencies. 

“She detected, located and 
apprehended this subject, who 
was involved in child por-
nography,” Jerseyville Police 
Chief Brad Blackorby said. 
“It was a great case for her 
to work and great to get him 
charged as somebody who is 
clearly exploiting children.”

The task force engages in 
proactive and reactive inves-
tigations and prosecutions of 
person involved in child abuse 
and exploitation involving the 
internet. 

“Several years ago I decided 
to send her on this task force, 
she wanted to do it, and it’s 

paid off big time,” Blackorby 
said. “She does a great job and 
keeps on top of it. After she 
locates one, the ICAC Task 
Force always follows through 
with it and they always make 
arrests on everyone she finds.”

Blackorby said Wimmers-
berg’s work on the task force 
has been invaluable to the 
city, leading to numerous indi-
viduals being prosecuted for 
crimes against children.  

“It was just good police 
work all the way around to 
get this guy arrested and sen-
tenced,” Blackorby said.

“It was just good police work all the 
way around to get this guy arrested 
and sentenced.”

Brad Blackorby
Jerseyville Police Chief

Council 
addresses  
water 
operation 
rumors

By RACHEL MCGLASSON 

Jersey County Journal
Jerseyville’s City Council addressed 

more rumors Oct. 10 surrounding 
the potential sale of the city’s water 
operation to Illinois American Water. 

Marilyn Schroeder was the first 
to speak up during public comment, 
asking the council to address various 
rumors that have circulated around 
the potential sale. 

“There have been rumors floating 
around since last year that this is 
a done deal,” Schroeder said. “Has 
there been any kind of agreement 
made — not necessarily signed and 
on paper — was there a verbal agree-
ment made that we’re not aware of?”

Mayor Billy Russell told Schroeder 

Fishermen blow Catfish Classic 
record out of the water

By RACHEL MCGLASSON

Jersey County Journal 
Grafton has a new record this weekend 

after an extremely successful final day of 
the River Rat Catfish Classic. 

Mayor Rick Eberlin said things weren’t 

looking too exciting the first two days of 
the tournament, until Sunday brought in 
over 200 lbs. of fish in just one boat. 

Eberlin said weekend rain had the 
tournament looking pretty grim, but as 
fisherman took to their boats on Sun-

Local woman hopes 
for finals in national 
modeling competition

By RACHEL MCGLASSON

Jersey County Journal

A Fieldon woman is 
one step away from 

making the finals in Maxim 
Magazine’s 2017 Maxim’s 
Finest contest. 

Tiffanie Shea Haug, 22, is look-
ing to make her big break into 
the modeling world through the 
competition, where she currently 
sits in the top five in the Midwest 
Group Four. With finals begin-
ning Wednesday, Oct. 5, Haug is 
asking for all the help she can get 
from friends and family to vote 
her into the number one position. 

“I would be named one of Max-
im’s Hot 100 if I make it into this 
next round,” Haug said. “Honest-
ly, I would be in awe. I can only 
imagine what it would feel like.” 

Haug’s current position has 
already won her an invite to Max-
im’s Superbowl After Party. Haug 
said she hopes to use the event as 
a networking opportunity for her 
future career. 

“Just imagine all of the A-list 
people I will encounter,” Haug 
said. “It will be a good time to 
network and communicate and get 
my name out there.”

The ultimate winner of the 
contest will receive a two-page 

Submitted Photo

Justin Wolfe (left), Frank Kastle (center) and Jason Jackson (right) show off their 
impressive 84, 80 and 59 lb., catfish from the weekend’s River Rat Catfish Classic. 
The group’s Sunday total of 223 lbs. broke Grafton’s one-day fishing record. 

Photo courtesy of John Metcalfe

Tiffanie Shea Haug, 22, of 
Fieldon is only one stage 
away from being named one 
of Maxim’s Hottest 100 in this 
year’s Maxim’s Finest contest. 
Haug is hoping the contest 
will help launch her modeling 
career.

(See, RUMORS, A2)

(See, RECORD, A2) (See, HAUG, A2)


