
“It was a regional concept to give everybody in the region an opportunity to grow.” - Billy 
Russell, Jerseyville mayor

Jerseyville designated enterprise zone
By Rachel McGlasson 
After years of trying, Jerseyville has finally been awarded an enterprise zone 
designation from the Illinois Department of Commerce. 
“It’s part of the economic growth desire of the city of Jerseyville’s council to bring jobs to 
our community and more tax base to our community,” Mayor Billy Russell said.
An enterprise zone is designated to help stimulate economic growth and neighborhood 
revitalization in what the Illinois Department of Commerce calls economically depressed 
areas. 
Businesses located or expanding within an enterprise zone benefit from local tax 
incentives, regulatory relief and improved governmental service. 
“If you’re inside the enterprise zone, what it does is for people and businesses that are 
interested in building here, they don’t have to pay any taxes on construction material 
that they buy…” Russell said. “They save that money by being in the TIF district, and 
there’s other benefits with the state of Illinois that they get, as well.”
Both new and old businesses within the zone have the opportunity to received 
exemption on retailers’ occupation tax paid on building materials, an investment tax 
credit of 0.5 percent of qualified property, expanded state sales tax exemptions on 
purchases of personal property used or consumed in the manufacturing process, an 
exemption on the state utility tax for electricity and natural gas and an exemption on the 
Illinois Commerce Commission’s administrative charge and telecommunication excise 
tax. The exemptions are available for companies that will create or retain a certain 
number of jobs, bringing more commerce to the area. 
Russell said the zone will not only benefit Jerseyville, but many surrounding areas were 
included in the enterprise zone application. 
“When we did the enterprise application we included Godfrey, Grafton, Brighton, 
Carrollton, White Hall, Roodhouse, Greene County and all of Jersey County,” Russell 
said. “It was a regional concept to give everybody in the region an opportunity to grow.”
This is not the first time Jerseyville has applied for an enterprise zone, but Russell said 
in the past there has not been as much corporate interest in the area or solid planning in 
the application process. 
“We didn’t have a good plan the first time we applied for it, but our plan and our project 
is much more attractive to the state now,” Russell said. “We actually have corporations 
that have a high level of interest in our community and bringing jobs to our community, 
which we hope that we can announce somewhere down the road as we proceed with 
our conversations with those individual companies and hopefully it will be good for 
everybody.”
This overall plan, along with corporate interest, made Jerseyville’s application 
particularly interesting to the state, Russell said, as Jerseyville was one of only six 
enterprise zones awarded. 
“When the state looked at the overall stability of our project that we proposed, we 
scored very high, with it being one of the top projects in the whole state. It’s a big deal,” 
Russell said. “Moving forward, we’ve got a lot of good things and hopefully the 
community will be able to hear about everything soon.”



The enterprise zone takes effect Jan. 1 and maintains its designation for 15 years. After 
13 years, the zone will be reviewed for a possible 10 year extension. 


