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January 12.2008
To whom it may concern:

I am writing on behalf of John D'Attoma. I have known John for over twenty years, initially as a
supplier that I competed against and later as a distributor with which I worked.

My relationship with John spanned two periods most recently over the past three years where
he managed the Kobrand business in New Jersey and previously when he managed the
Kobrand business in Missouri.

During both time periods I found John to be a tremendous person to work with; professional,
straightforward, up front on his positions and consistent in his delivery of what was agreed upon.

I believe John's success is a function of his ability to manage, guide and teach people, the
management and salesforce at both Allied Beverage and Major Brands clearly believed in John
and they worked to execute his directives to the best of their abilities. This commitment was
earned not by threat or micro-management but rather by true leadership and quality support.
John leads by example and his managers and salespeople respond accordingly, results are
achieved as a team with John orchestrating the necessary components for success. John
understands both the on and off-premise channels, he is a very street active senior sales
executive who worked to maintain quality relationships with the major players in the market.

The word "partner" is one of the most overused terms in the alcohol beverage industry today; however
John is one of the few who understands and lives by it in all that he does. I am confident that John will
be a tremendous asset to any sales organization committed to success over the longterm. He
is a man of action and result.

Please feel free to contact me should you need to discuss John in more detail.

Sincerely,

/T^
Robert T. DeRoose
Chief Operati ng Officer,
Director of Comorate Sales


