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During my Master Degree in Metropolitan Studies, my academic career has developed from a 
broad knowledge about the discipline to the formation of a critical approach till the employment of 
specifi c methods for the research of urban developments.

During the fi rst year of studies, I have acquired vast amount of information about the main dis-
ciplines of the urban planning and economic geography tradition. The course Metropolitan Gov-
ernance and Spatial Planning made me familiar with the dominant concepts of governance and 
planning practices. In particular, knowledge has been acquired with regard to theoretical para-
digms into strategic spatial planning and international comparative insight in planning practices 
about large scaled urban projects. Specifi c lectures have focused on the conceptual meaning and 
problematising of urban governance, institutions and cities, institutional change and the problem 
of hybrid institutions in social housing policy and comparative research of urban governance in 
European city-regions.



The Metropolitan Governance course was organized in cooperation with the Foundation Courses 
Intensive and Multiple Land Use (sLIM). This educative foundation is a form of cooperation be-
tween the Tall Building Society, the Ministry of Spatial, Planning, Housing and the Environment 
(VROM), local and regional planning institutions and the Universities of Amsterdam and Delft. 
In course 2006-2007, the theme is Spectacles Urbains: Strategic urban projects as leverage for 
transition to the 21st-century urban region’. The internationally oriented course focuses on gov-
ernance and decision making in eight international strategic urban projects under construction. 
Amsterdam, Vancouver, Paris, Hong Kong, Portland, Frankfurt, Dublin and  Madrid.

Final Research Paper: 
“Framing a Big Scale Spatial Project in Milan: the New Exhibition System”
has been used for the following year session of S.L.I.M. conferences. 



The course Social Challenges for the City in a Globalising World has been useful to understand 
how globalization and economic restructuring represent social challenges in cities. The course 
introduced a wide database of social and urban policy responses with specifi c focus on 
neighbourhood effects. Theoretical knowledge has been acquired with regard to the issues of 
increasing social spatial inequality, ethnic segregation, lifestyle inequalities and segregation, 
increasing social polarisation and structural social problems. In particular, theories have explored 
the different concepts of creative, diverse, tolerant, international connected, safe and socially at-
tractive cities. Another part of the course focused on different social developments of the urban 
apparatus. In particular, state regimes, the development of place specifi c and path dependent 
characteristics, residential preferences and Human ecology.

Research Paper about “ Understanding Spatial Segregation in Milan”



Field Research: Rotterdam, Kop van Zuid
Activity: Organization of the fi eld trip and presentation of Kop van Ziud area through physical and 
territorial features - presented with maps, a brief description of the history and the transformation 
process of the area technical references – “numbers and facts’. 

The question that the city asked itself was: “How can the city of Rotterdam change an old indus-
trial harbour into an high quality inner-city residential and labour area? How do you create a new 
face, a new identity for a new city district, which should compete on appearance and functions 
with existing city districts, but adds something new and by doing adding value to the city as a 
whole?”(kopvanzuid.info).

After the research, during the fi eld trip, information collected helped to answer the main questions 
and understand how Rotterdam faced the post-industrial urban challenge. At the end of the fi eld 
trip, critical debates about the Kop van Zuid development have been shared by the students and 
the professor.



The course Cities in a Network Economy tackled four interrelated themes. Firstly, the Mutual 
Relation between the Economic and Extra-Economic Sphere and the Switch from Fordism to 
Post-Fordism have been introduced. In a second part of the course, theories about (Re-)Scaling, 
Intercity Competition and World City Networks have been extensively taken into account. The third 
part of the course focussed on Economic Key Assets of Contemporary Cities, while fi nally Urban 
Regimes and Variety of Urban Trajectories have been presented. 

Theoretical Paper: 
“The Relationship Between Social Context And Economic Structure Of A National Economy”

Theoretical Paper: 
“The Metropolitan Context In The Shift From Fordism To Post-Fordism - Understanding The 
Process And Theoretical Standpoints”



The course Research Design In The Social Sciences - Case Studies And Comparative Re-
search provided specifi c information and knowledge about what case study research is and how 
it works, what comparative analysis is and how it works, and how these two approaches relate to 
each other and can be usefully combined in social science research. The course was extremely 
useful to understand how the employment of conscious and conscientious research methodolo-
gies is useful to maximize the clarity and effi ciency of the research designs, match theoretical 
interests with an appropriate empirical focus, and fi nally ensure that the results and conclusions 
are persuasive and signifi cant.



/ABROAD RESEARCH PERIOD
POLYTECHNIC OF MILAN: 2007-2008
Department of Architecture and  Urban Planning 
Master of Science Urban Planning and Policy Design
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During the 6 months abroad research period at the Polytechnic of Milan, a part from gaining useful 
information for my thesis, I attained two useful laboratories:  Urban Planning Design and a Cul-
tural Planning. The two laboratories were useful to complete my academic carrier. While using the 
knowledge gained and using the concepts and theories to analyze a new context, the group work 
with my fellow students from different backgrounds provided me the possibility to explore new 
research practices.



Development of a the cultural planning activity, done in collaboration with landscape design and 
architecture students; an example of how the research meets urban strategies to develop appro-
priate urban trajectories.
The project is divided in two parts. The fi rst part is an analysis of the Bovisa area in Milan, a mas-
sive industrial urban void that is witnessing redevelopment process. The analysis tackled usual 
urban development subjects like the history, the economic activities and the social composition of 
the area. Then, visual research methods were applied to defi ne “visual corridors” in the city where 
“icons” of the industrial landscape could be seen.
The second part of the project was a cultural planning project. The promotion of Bovisa area as 
a cultural district based on the historical and spatial value of the “industrial icons” and the social 
and economic analysis of the current activities, inhabitants and area users.

Cultural Planning Laboratory







The Urban Design Laboratory project, done in collaboration with urban designers, is a massive 
research about the EXPO2015 area in Milan. The main focus of the project was to provide an alter-
native use for the 10,000 m2 area where the World Expo w shape in 2013. The idea was to cre-
ate a project to promote the temporary use of the area before and after the expo. One part of the 
research took into account other strategies and examples of World Expos in the last decade and 
their effects on the urban environment. Another part of the analysis focused on the different ways 
to create temporary use on abandon building s or areas. The most intriguing part of the research 
was the actors and the area analysis. The actors’ analysis made us aware of the fact that there 
was little opportunity to implement our ideas. The reason was linked to the fact that the owners of 
the area had already decided upon the long-term designation of the space and made agreements 
with the municipality. This project made me aware of the importance of an appropriate and deep 
analysis of the political, economic and social situation of the area under development.

Urban Design Laboratory







/FINAL THESIS                     2009
AMIDSt (Amsterdam institute for 
Metropolitan and International Development Studies)
Subject: process of renovation of abandoned structures
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“Local institutional environments as fi lters of the renewal of 
derelict industrial sites. 

A comparative analysis of Bovisa (Milan) and Westergasfabriek (Amsterdam)”

Abstract

Keywords: governance innovation – cultural cluster formation – process analysis 
 
Derelict industrial sites are typically abandoned areas formerly used for manufacturing, gas sta-
tions, warehouses, dry cleaning establishments or large-scale logistic activities. Those sites are 
nowadays part of the metropolitan area because the old periphery, in which plants were located 
in the past, has generally been incorporated into the new city system. Those sites are strategic, 
extensive, empty spaces available to accommodate new functions and often suitable spaces for 
the location of creative activities.

Many aspects of cultural cluster formation and management in creative cities have been re-
searched extensively. A specifi c branch of literature has focused on the understanding of the infl u-
ence of public policy on the confi guration of cultural clusters. Other contributions have focussed 
on the policy or market driven displacement of disadvantaged social segments, widely defi ned as 
gentrifi cation – a process that is obviously strictly connected with renewal projects and cultural 
cluster formation. 
Although many researches take case studies of industrial renewal into account, the literature tends 
to focus on cultural cluster formation as the most prominent subject. Less attention has been paid 
to the process of renewal as an urban mechanism, which implies new managerial strategies. This 
article is an attempt to fi ll this gap by fi rst focusing on the process of renewal and then on the 



Abstract
Page 2

cultural cluster formation as the local cultural strategic answer to face global challenges. 
This research is based on the hypothesis that during the process of redevelopment of old indus-
trial sites into creative clusters, the role of the local institutional environment creates signifi cantly 
different local outcomes. To look at this process, two case studies have been selected: Wester-
gasfabriek (WGF) in Amsterdam and Bovisa (BVS) in Milan. WGF and BVS are both located in 
so-called creative cities, they followed similar industrial/post-industrial historical paths and their 
development is culturally driven.
This research favoured an institutional approach. A comparative-case-study analysis has been 
performed on the basis of a framework for the analysis of management practices based on four 
indicators: the administration, the degree of public involvement, the degree of physical change 
and programming. The analysis of the two case studies is organized around the collection of pri-
mary and tertiary types of data. Primary data was collected through personal conversations with 
Real estate developers, academics, cluster managers and local authority representatives. Tertiary 
data was collected from reports and publications about the history, the social composition, the 
development of the area published till 2009.
This research has demonstrated that national and local frameworks and specifi c circumstances 
play a pivotal role when a program of urban renewal aimed at supporting cultural and knowledge-
based activities is under development. In particular, evidence indicates that the local institutional 
environment can infl uence management practices, the degree of physical change, clusterization of 
cultural activities and the degree of involvement of the civil society. 
Further analysis of the renewal of industrial sites in a similar institutional environment to those 
considered within this study, could be useful in order to discover if their development differs, and, 
in that case, to determine the key differences and their causal mechanisms.



UVA-STUDYTOUR HONG KONG/SHENZHEN/GUANGZHOU
Date: July 2007
Organizing institution: AMIDSt 
(Amsterdam institute for metropolitan and international development studies)
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Hong Kong Planning and Infrastructure Exhibition Gallery, Hong Kong New Territories, Swire prop-
erties Shopping Center in Hong Kong, Hong Kong Planning Department, Mass Railway Corpora-
tion Department, Shenzhen High Tech Industrial Park, Shenzhen Architecture Center, Guangzhou 
historical area and new development sites, Guangzhou South China University of Technology. 

The study tour in Hong Kong, Shenzhen and Guangzhou was my fi rst tangible fi eld experience 
in the Eastern part of the world. In particular, I witnessed to conferences and presentation about 
urban development subjects and I visited the following  development sites and organisations.



The importance of the study trip in Hong Kong and China is related to the personal experience 
and knowledge acquired. A better understanding of the dynamics and mechanisms that are 
re-shaping the east part of the world is the best outcome achieved through the study tour. From 
the knowledge point of view, new themes like the shopping centers development, the transport 
system dynamics have been put into the range of aspects to be taken into account while thinking 
about urban development. The urban development of Shenzhen and Canton, instead, has been 
interesting regarding the apposition of different urban landscapes. The development process is 
so fast that unfamiliar realities coexist in the same area. The trip experience as a whole made me 
aware of the potential of the area and of the particular relationship that connects Hong Kong with 
the rest of the country, after 1997, the special situation has been labelled: the one country –two 
systems.



The fi rst four days of the trip were characterized by an extensive visit to the city of Hong Kong. 
The team fi rstly visited the Hong Kong Planning and Infrastructure Exhibition Gallery, where the 
urban re-development projects of the city are exhibited for the public. The gallery is characterized 
by the combination of contents and technology. A vast model of the city and many screens of 
different size and shape show how Hong Kong urban environment is developing, focusing on the 
main big-scale projects. Hong Kong is planning to be better connected to the continental China, 
both from the economic and physical point of view. Moreover, new developments are taking shape 
inside the city; the new harbour is the most spectacular example.
The New Territories are the area where the city extended in the last decades. High-rise buildings, 
gated communities and preservation of natural landscapes are the main aspects underlined by the 
speaker from the Honk Kong University. 

The Shopping Center is the central node of the HK citizens’ life. The speaker man of the Swire 
properties has explained how the story of the shopping centers development can be divided in 
three generations. In general, the shopping center is the meeting point, the leisure time area, and 
the consumption node of the city. The typical HK comprehensive development formula is based 
on a dense mix of functions: the same real estate company develops offi ce (private and public) 
towers, hotels, residential properties and shopping center. The location of the shopping center 
is chosen accordingly to the transport system: whenever a metro station is between two lines 
(a node in the transport network), a shopping center is developed. Therefore, an entire market, 
characterized by production and consumption of goods and services is under the control of the 
developer. The developer knows the turnovers of the activities and, by becoming a partner of the 
clients, it gets acknowledged about which is the most profi table market conditions for everybody. 
“I don’t care about politics, I care about money”
Peter Kok, senior development management, Swire properties



During the visit at the Hong Kong Planning Department, the “HK 2030 Study” has been present-
ed as a tool for the development control of the city. The main urban development strategy of Hong 
Kong is linked with the land use; the government acts according to the idea that the market is the 
best mechanisms for allocating resources; in other words, Hong Kong city chooses to follow a 
policy of positive non-intervention. The land is distributed through a leasehold system, land sales 
by auction/tender and the city follows a concept for the development based on the combination 
of transportation improvement, environmental sustainability and social development. Similar to 
the shopping centers development strategy, the railway extension development is based on the 
comprehensive development formula (private label) or mix use formula (public label). The long-
term vision is based on the idea to open new corridors and do not loose connections with the 
developing continental China. From the local point of view, the development of high-rise buildings 
is connected to the compact city approach which has roots in the hilly physical conformation of 
the territory (80% of the territory is not fl at), in which available lands for development are few, this 
is the reason why commercial and residential functions are condensed and the use of the car is 
widely defl ected.
During the lecture at the MTR (Mass Transit Railway Corporation) department, the strategy of 
urban development connected to the improvement of the transportation system has been widely 
explained. MTR is one the company that manage the transports in Hong Kong, they are leader in 
the development of a model characterized by property management and investments combined 
with railway development operations started ten years ago, when the city used to suffer of heavy 
traffi c congestion. The railway became the transport backbone in a policy of integration with town 
planning schemes of the government. The example of the Kowoloon station has been presented, 
a vertical integration of functions that can only be achieved through the involvement of different 
actors. The property investment is used to fi nance the development of infrastructures because the 
railway revenues cannot provide enough commercial returns. Through the comprehensive devel-
opment, the government maximizes the land revenues and it develops new towns with minimum 
costs; at the same time, the developer benefi ts from the railway extension and property revenues 
while minimizing the risks.



During the visit at the Hong Kong Housing Authority Exhibition Center, the last 50 years of 
public housing development of the city have been presented. There are three different periods of 
public housing development in Hong Kong. The fi rst generation of housing development devel-
oped during the post World War period; while the second generation was realized in the 1970’s in 
order to respond to the demographic boom due to the industrial economy. Nowadays, the social 
housing development is part of the comprehensive development: densely populated high-rise 
buildings in which security, cleaning and transport facilities are provided by the state.
After four days in HK, the team moved to continental China, in the Pearl River Delta region, which 
is supposed to be the developing economic node of the whole country. One of the most promising 
cities is Shenzhen. 25 years ago, the city was a fi shermen village; while today it is planned to be-
come the technology pole of the country. A gigantic High Tech Industrial Park will be completed in 
few years, at the same time, the city hosts creative activities connected to architecture and design 
fi elds.
Canton or Guangzhou was the last city of the tour. The fi rst day the team attained a lecture at 
the South China University of Technology (SCUT). The professor explained the different stages 
of urban development of the city. Starting from the industrialization period, in the last decades, 
the city developed a Central Business District (CBD) and commercial areas. Lately, CBDs have 
been implemented next to exhibition centers and campus cities. A part from problem linked to the 
ageing of the population of the city, Canton is considered extremely important with regard to its 
strategic position in the Pearl River Delta region, while in a wider perspective, the competition for 
the leading position as service node of continental China is probably been achieved by Shanghai. 



Dutch Urban Design in Asia
Date: 27th of may 2008
Location: cASLa - almere 
Organizing institution: international new town institute
www.newtowninstitute.org 
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The lecture has been very interesting and every speaker presented a different situation and ap-
proach for the realization of new town. Every environment, real estate market and socio-economic 
situation works as the background from which to start in order to apply a development process. 
However, a common aspect has been identifi ed, in general every project relies on the waterfront 
development as the strategy to increase the value of the built and natural environment. Then, it 
seems that there is a connection between the approach and the area of concern; in other words, 
every area is conceptualized according to a special issue. In particular, China and Korea rely on 
the environmental sustainability, Dubai focuses on “spectale urbain” and Russia, which shows the 
most pragmatic attitude, focuses basically in economic returns.

The experience in Almere has been quite stimulating, the creation of a new town from an unin-
habited territory is an activity just briefl y taken into account during my academic career. A study 
trip in the city of Almere brought some light on the new town development subject. Following the 
Dutch tradition, Almere has been built as a polycentric city with facilities and services organized 
around every single autonomous district. This kind of development has been presented also in the 
majority of the case studies.



During the conference, fi ve different speakers explained their approaches and visions re-
garding the development of new towns in Asia. The lecture started with the presentation 
of the moderator Rob van der Velden, from Atelier Dutch. The speaker showed his expe-
riences in China, where his team designed the Gaoqiao Holland Village, near Shanghai. 
Usually, the image that the world has of Chinese cities is related to chaos, pollution and 
extreme density of functions and activities; but the Gaoqiao Holland Village has been 
designed with the desire to make space through low-rise buildings, large streets and 
squares. The speaker described how traditional and modern Dutch styles and icons have 
been applied and literally copied during the construction of the site. It has been pointed 
out that the cultural gap is quite visible when it comes to understand the meaning of 
words like canals or canal housing. In general, the Dutch experiences are considered 
advantageous for the management of technical activities related to water engineering.
The second speaker was Rients Dijkstra, from MAXWAN, he presented the Project A101 
a city for 350.000 inhabitants near Moscow. The presentation stated with a comparison 
about scales because Russia is 410 times bigger then Holland. MAXWAN participated 
to the competition for the presentation of a Master Plan of an area as big as Rotterdam, 
which had to be completed in 6 months. The area of concern develops along the road 
A101, which ends in the city of Moscow at a distance of 1 hour and half by car. In order 
to avoid problems linked with traffi c congestion concentrated on the A101 Street, the 
MAXWAN team designed an effi cient use of existing road networks. Due to the short 
amount of time, the plan was made without taking into account local opportunities and 
demands of development. The team provided a project with a housing typology compat-
ible to the demands and needs of the new growing middle class. The main idea was to 
provide a functionally self-suffi cient urban system in which water is a central element in a 
network of green connections among recreation sites and leisure spaces. The inspiration 



was taken from the riverside project of Chicago and the Vancouver model of not dense 
high-rise development. The team decided not to take into account economic and social 
patterns but instead to focus on fi nance, traffi c and ecology management.
Ton Venhoeven, from Venhoeven CS, presented the design for Chungcheongnam, the 
new capital of South Korea. Starting with the concept of the network city, which is an 
urban form characterized by abundant availability of transports (save environments, traf-
fi c and shopping centers), the speaker arose the example of Los Angeles. Gated com-
munities of high income-class people live with the fear of diversity, which is boosted by 
media, and the lack of face-to-face meetings. The middle class can afford to live at the 
outskirts of the city, near the desert; while taking 2 up to 4 commuting hours per day, 
workers are set apart from the social environment: the absence of authority and control 
creates a condition of abandonment of the youth population, which is organized in gangs 
that show violent behaviours. City planning is described as pragmatic activity driven by 
the line production model. On the contrary, the speaker sustains the idea that the city 
should be thought as a body, an organic city where buildings are planned to provide 
energy and food. In Korea, the plan has been thought to be a combination of suburbia 
and high densities models and functions are spread all over the area.
DHV recently won the assignment for Caofeidian Eco-city in China, which provides 
space for one million inhabitants. The speaker presented an overview of the concepts 
that supported the planning process of the area. Sustainability and waterfront develop-
ment are the main aspects that have been taken into account. A fi rst technical analysis of 
the water development is followed by the presentation of the principles of “Value Cre-
ation”, “Flexibility” and “Sustainability”. The three principles are the base of the plan that 
is divided in three main phases: control of water, creation of land and building of the city. 
The city under study stands next to the port. The area could be described as a mono-



functional agglomeration; DHV provided a plan where land has been deserved for other 
types of employment, linked with the demand of vegetables and fl owers, a light agricul-
ture area.
The last speaker was Reinier de Graaf, from OMA, he presented the desert cities Wa-
terfront City & Rak Jebel Aljass in Dubai. After a fast and dense introduction about the 
shift of the balance of power towards the eastern areas of the world -started with the fall 
of the wall in 1989-, the speech focused on the need of diversifi cation of Dubai economy. 
As the city is investing in urban creation, Dubai can be labelled architects and urban 
planners’ fantasyland. The availability of empty (deserted) spaces provides the soil for an 
extremely creative development of urban and building shapes. The speaker, during the 
explanation of the concepts and strategies did not refer to the human scale: buildings 
and areas are planned through the conceptualization of images. Dubai city is divided in 
islands; each of them has a special function, which is labelled as a theme. In Dubai mar-
keting and urbanism meet each other.



What I fi nd fascinating is the difference between the re-development of an area and the new 
development from the zero level. When an area has to start a REnewal process, because of 
changing external circumstances or internal decay, the local population and socio-economic 
systems are (or should be) critical subjects. The development process is highly interwoven with 
the history of the area, the institutional environment, the economic changes and the political and 
social situations. The past is a valuable issue to analyze and to use in order to gain agreements 
with institutions and sustain from the population. 
On the contrary, when it comes to develop a new town, the challenge is to create a suitable space 
for the incoming users, but at the moment the area is a void, a space to be fi lled with buildings 
and functions. The perspective of the development is totally looking forward. By trying to fi gure 
out which will be the most probable future, the planner has to provide spaces that fi t with an 
imaginary scenario. Consequently, it seems that by imaging the scenario the planner has the op-
portunity to shape the future. If we look at the case studies of the conference, we can see that 
each of the new town development looks at a possible future, which anyway strongly depends on 
the demands of the local development authority.

Inspiration



EPISTEMOLOGIES OF COMPARISON IN 
THE STUDY OF GLOBALIZED URBANIZATION
Lecture by Neil Brenner 
Department of Sociology and Metropolitan Studies Program 
– New York University
Organizing institution: AMIsT
Amsterdam Institute for Metropolitan and Development Studies
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Neil Brenner, a young, talented American academic, presented his thoughts and ideas hosted by 
the Institute for Metropolitan and Development Studies of the UvA. The lecture was a synopsis 
of the contents of the publication “Globalized Urbanization. Methods, Theories and Critics”. The 
approach was quite critical. Since the beginning of the speech, Brenner puts himself in a distinc-
tive position while explaining that the general debate about globalization and urbanization turns 
around the critic to the idea of “convergence”, a lot of scholars are criticizing convergence sce-
narios, this perspective is seen as a limit to the research. Brenner does not argue for convergence 
(although he underlines that “Globalization is convergence”) but he sustains the argument that, 
lately, the research has been devoted to fi nd out differences, a “systemic production of differenc-
es” which led to the creation of an empirical catalogue of case-studies. 
The fi rst part of the presentation was a chronology of comparative urban study analyses, which, 
in the second part of the presentation, is used in order to support the idea that there is a lack of 
macro-theoretical research; as a conclusion, Brenner stresses the signifi cance of the process 
based and in-depth analyses.
Personally, I found Brenner’s approach inspiring from the research point of view. The most stimu-
lating point made by the academic is that it is impossible to explain a city with a single cause-
effect mechanism, moreover, while referring to previous researches, Brenner fi nally expressed that 
the depth comparison is a possible way to compare processes. The depth comparison analyses 
(1) structures (“basic features of capitalism” as example); (2) mechanisms and tendencies (“differ-
ent modes of regulation as example”); in order to produce (3) generalizations which are anyway 
contingency related in (4) space and time context.
In the last part of the speech, Brenner underlined that the starting point for comparative 
analysis is the process (and not the city). In order to understand the spatial articulation of this 
process, there is the need to focus the process-based analysis and there are two ways to conduct 
a depth comparison:
1) Analysis of one mechanism with multiple outcomes
2) Analysis of multiple mechanisms with one outcome

This can be considered the academic approach that I try to employ when researching urban de-
velopment processes.
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/Mobility Management       2006

ARPA
 (Environmental Protection Agency of Lombardy Region)
Viale Francesco Restelli, 3/1
20124 MILAN
www.arpalombardia.it
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Period: From February 2006 to July 2006
Role: Consultant In Environmental Sustainability and project manager Commuter 
Plan 2006

After the bachelor degree in Human Science of the Land, the Environment and the Land-
scape in Milan, I worked at the Commuter Manager Offi ce of the Regional Agency of 
the Environmental Protection. Firstly as a trainee, then as a project manager, I have set 
and defi ned the Commuter Plan of 21 ARPA departments in Lombardy. 
I developed skills for the creation and management of a project:  data collection, research 
about availability of systematic solutions. Research about the mobility of ARPA Lombardy 
employees through questionnaires; research about structural and technical conditions of 
ARPA Lombardy departments. First elaboration of data collected. Description of the “ac-
cessibility profi le of each department”. Data analysis, reports about general conditions, 
car users, public transports costumer. Goals, strategies, proposals for solutions. Activ-
ity of communication with each department and employees. Public presentation of the 
whole project.



/Research collaboration              May 2007

AMIDSt 
(Amsterdam institute formetropolitan and international development studies)
http://www.fmg.uva.nl/amidst/home.cfm 
Role: External Researcher

/WORKS
AM

IS
t



 

Collaboration with the department of geography, planning and international development 
studies of the University of Amsterdam. Research information about the case study 
“Milan Porta Nuova” for a report regarding the local economies and the role of cul-
ture:
Kloosterman, R.C., M. Lavanga, E.S. Stegmeijer and J. Hayen (2008)  Proeftuinen – Cul-
tuur als hefboom voor de locale economie. De cases Helsinki, Manchester, Lille, Milan en 
Birmingham. Den Haag: Habiforum 

“Milan Porta Nuova” is a big scale project of urban renewal that is taking shape in a 
central area of Milan. The project unifi es the three previous projects “Varesine”, “Isola” 
and “Garibaldi” with the aim to overcome problems linked with the governance and the 
management of the renewal. The project will change completely the image of an area of 
about 240.000 sqm with an investment of around 2,5 million Euro. 
I developed skills with regard to the investigation about the area and research of reliable 
contacts for the provision of information. In particular, analysis of local newspapers and 
Italian literature about the case study. The data collected: the history of the place, the 
initiators of the project, new innovative approaches regarding local governance and the 
relationship between the area and the wider environment. In a second phase, the re-
search about actors involved brought me to the creation a network of contacts. Informa-
tion provided by the municipality has been useful for a deeper understanding of relation-
ships between public and private actors and especially the collaboration among different 
levels of administration.
From the personal point of view, the investigation about Porta Nuova renewal increased 
the desire to satisfy curiosity about processes and actions that are re-shaping the Mila-
nese metropolitan area. This interest has been satisfi ed during the 6 months of study at 
the Polytechnic of Milan in winter 2008.
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ASCoR (Amsterdam School of Communications Research)
Role: External Researcher 
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Media content analysis of news about the European Union in Italy. I was part of a team 
of coders for the analysis of the approach that the media have regarding European Union 
in different EU countries. The main activity was to read Italian selected articles and code 
them according to quantitative indicators.
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The documentary shows the results of the knowledge acquired during the visits to governmen-
tal spatial planning and infrastructure agencies, private transport and real estate development 
companies, fi eld trips to the new towns in the periphery of the Hong Kong metropolis. The movie 
is focused on the strategy called comprehensive development characterized by the combination 
of metro (or railway) station, shopping center and real estate development. The video is divided in 
four sections according to the indicators provided by the comprehensive framework developed by 
H.V. Savitch and Paul Kantori in their book “Cities in the International Marketplace: Market posi-
tion, Intergovernmental support, Public control, Local culture.

Hong Kong, 
Political 

Economy of 
Urban 

Development
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CITIES the magazine – CITIES Stichting Foundation
www.citiesthemagazine.com 
Concept developer, Project Manager 
Ongoing project
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In the winter 2009, I was searching for a magazine about cities…just a collection of sto-
ries about the development of our cities. (Un) fortunately I did not fi nd it and I therefore 
decided to create one myself.





CITIES is my creation, my little baby and my deepest passion. Thanks to the collabora-
tion with my ex fellow student, Anna Hult from Stockholm, I manage to create a network 
of city observers that are working on this project on a voluntary basis. In July 2009, me 
and Anna created Cities foundation, a non profi t organisation based in Amsterdam that 
seeks to build a platform that creates research projects on the subject of urban develop-
ment with the eventual aim of developing, both local and international, creative, cultural 
and social activities that spread the knowledge gained through the research.  

Here below, a brief overview of the starting points about our project, the activities we do 
and the results achieved so far.

Since 2007, more then 50% of the global population chooses to live in metropolitan ar-
eas. Therefore, cities are expanding while witnessing to new social, economic and spatial 
challenges. An adaptation process is bringing new forms and functions to the urban con-
text. Theories and case studies provide evidence about the development of new urban 
forms. At the same time, the city is the space where urban users simply live, pass, eat, 
drink, sleep travel, play and portray…

Cities is a project aimed to capture those two driving forces of nowadays society. 
There are global processes that infl uence the living environment of more then half of the 
entire world population, a population that constantly witness to this metamorphosis. 
From July 2009, Cities is a foundation aimed to promote and share knowledge about 
urban subjects all over the world. This process is based on the execution of fi ve main 
activities:



Research: to create an overview of a specifi c urban theme, two experts are involved in 
the research of the subject. The research is meant to describe how an urban phenom-
enon is infl uenced by global forces. The research creates an explanatory urban narrative 
that supports the images and the art works, and explains the general contexts behind the 
articles, which focus on the local level.

Website: a platform to network with our target groups, to show our work and to receive 
immediate feedbacks about our proposals. Later this platform will be used to show the 
selected works of “urban photographers”, selected articles of “urban observers” and the 
pieces of “artists” that work in the city environment.
 
Magazine: this activity takes shape thanks to the involvement of the target groups on a 
biannual basis. The fi rst issue, ISSUE00, will be published fi rstly online. It will be CITIES 
pilot magazine, whose contents will be used to promote the whole project.

Workshops: Specifi c target groups will be invited to meet CITIES and collaborate by 
sharing opinions, knowledge about case studies, and information about the selected 
theme. 

Exhibitions: after the production of each issue of the magazine the contents of the issue 
will be show in exposition in minimum three different cities. This activity is considered 
necessary in order to spread the knowledge acquired, show the results and the pictures 
collected regarding the specifi c subject and to promote the project as a whole. 



Results Of The Project So Far - January 2009 - June 2009

Without any economic support, Cities created a global network of city users that are 
involved on a voluntary base to contribute to the project.
In March 2009, a presentation workshop has been performed at the Detroit gallery in 
Stockholm. The workshop has the goal to realize the potential of the project and to 
consult with the invited guests about the strategies and themes that the project should 
tackle.
A presentation has also been performed at the School of Architecture, KTH in Stockholm 
in order to discuss the concept of the magazine and the fi ndings of the workshop.
Cities  has been invited to two European Conferences made by the Committee of Cities 
and Regions. In Prague, Cities  participated as press while in Brussels the concept of the 
magazine has been presented to the audience of 100 young European talents.
Cities has been invited to show the results of the project at the Festival of Creativity in 
Florence, Italy (http://www.festivaldellacreativita.it/en) in October 2009. 
The KTH, Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm showed interest in supporting activi-
ties linked to CITIES and host the organization to do a seminar about the subject urban 
agriculture.
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AA.VV. (2009) “Iconic paysage & cultural planning. Paesaggi e processi culturali”, 
Edited by: Monica Amari and Matteo Poli, Franco Angeli, Milan.
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The volume comes from a lucky encounter, at the Polytechnic of Milan, Matteo Poli, architect 
and researcher in landscape architecture, and Monica Amari, an expert on political and cultural 
processes. The combination of different skills has not been an explicit intention initially but an 
event, or a combination of facts in a favorable context (a university in crisis, but still happy island 
for intellectual exchange), by which authors have worked with students of Master of Science 
in Architecture with a view to interdisciplinarianism, daring unusual combinations, new visions 
and projects. The observation that includes different symbols and their representation in the 
contemporary world, the subject “Iconic Paysages”, and the investigation of processes to be 
activated in these places, declined in the role of Cultural Planning, resulting in a live text proposing 
a new reading of the two disciplines. The results obtained from the intersection of different 
disciplines and from different cultural and international eyes are recounted through the design 
of articulated project works, peppered with original ideas and creative people who were used to 
initiate some refl ections presented and analyzed in volume due to short case studies and images.



Local institutional environments as fi lters of the renewal of derelict industrial sites. 
A comparative analysis of Bovisa (Milan) and Westergasfabriek (Amsterdam)
 In: “International Forum on Urbanism – Amsterdam, Delft - November 2009 - conference 
proceedings” (forthcoming)
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ABSTRACT: This paper analyzes two processes of renewal of derelict industrial sites, 
Westergasfabriek (WGF) in Amsterdam, and Bovisa (BVS) in Milan; and evaluates how the local 
institutional environment infl uenced the renewal and the cultural cluster formation. The analysis 
of the local institutional environments proves that the two renewal processes developed in 
starkly different contexts. In particular, evidence indicates that the local institutional environment 
can infl uence management practices, the degree of physical change, clusterisation of activities 
and the degree of involvement of the civil society. In general, it can be posited that during the 
process of the renewal of a derelict industrial site into cultural clusters, a specifi c analysis of the 
local institutional environment represents a pivotal activity to be undertaken at the initial stage. 

KEYWORDS: governance innovation – cultural cluster formation – local institutional environment
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