Attraction ID 101143 – Angel Fire Resort

Snowboarders and freestyle skiers will flock to the “snowboarding capital of the state” at Angel Fire Resort. With an amazing 10,677 feet at their summit and an amazing annual snowfall of 210 inches, Angel Fire is a type of heaven just waiting for riders to come explore. Located only a half hour from Taos, in the Sangre de Christo Mountain Range, Angel Fire should be on your next destination for a winter get away.

Seventy trails challenge visitors from forgiving terrain for beginners to the steeps for those intermediate and advanced riders, keep the momentum going strong all day long. All trails are serviced by 2 high-speed quad chairlifts. Once you start on a trail, a nice feature is that the slope will stay the same the whole way down; perfect for those riders who do not want to accidentally drift onto territory that may be too easy or advanced for them. Wide, highly groomed trails are the norm at Angel Fire with nightly grooming scheduled to keep the snow in top condition for their season that runs from December through March. There are 13 acres of glade skiing, which can be found on the front and back of the mountain. Also, check out the 22km of Nordic trails if looking for a different experience.

Snowboarders have a choice of two freestyle parks; the “Lowrider” for honing skills and “Liberation” which features a 400’ halfpipe, jumps, rails, funboxes and a school bus to catch air on. Angel Fire made their mark on the snowboarding map in the states by hosting the USASA Snowboard Nationals in 2004, so rest assured that their parks are kept up to snuff. With a dedicated chairlift and a pumping sound system, riders will find their place at home here with no problems. 

Along with the freestyle spirit of Angel Fire Resort, the ski school offers a “Free ride workshop” which in 2 hours, you can not only learn the lingo special to boarding but also to actually do those same skills! Limited at 5 students per class, riders will be riding the rails and jibs in no time. Regular adult and children’s lessons are available for group or private sessions. Drop off your little ones in the Little Chilies or Free Rider’s program and come back to see their huge smiles as they come down the hill on their own and tell you all about their action packed day – including the delicious lunch and snacks provided for them. Reservations for all lessons must be made no later than 72 hours in advance. Angel Fire Resort also offers adaptive lessons for the visually, mentally and physically handicapped patrons as well as cross country lessons to round out their school. 

Visitors will find only top line brands of equipment in the rental shop in which they can rent standard or Demo equipment to use all day. There is a full service repair and tuning shop on site. Choose from the skis, snowboards, cross country skis, ski blades, and snowshoes available in packages or by individual pieces. 

Rates can be found in adult, teen, junior and active military duty prices. Riders may chose from a full day or half day ticket, and children 6 and younger or seniors that are 70 years and up will ski or ride free. 

Those not wanting to ski or snowboard will have a great time on the “Polar Coaster” which is Angel Fire’s snow tubing park which features 6 lanes running at 1,000 feet each and even stays open when the sun goes down. Time is sold in hour and half blocks making this a great activity to do at any time of the day. 

When hunger sets in, there is a choice of six on site options which are located at both the base and the summit of the mountain. Two coffee shops warm up your insides while the choices between hamburgers, hot dogs, or slow cooked BBQ will tantalize and fill your stomach up. Check out the Lazy Lizard Cantina at the base for drink specials, cocktails, beer and wine and relax with a game of pool or watch the game on their big screen TV. Taos also offers a myriad of restaurants and nightlife options which lack the resort prices but don’t lack in quality or quantity. 

Angel Fire Resort Hotel which is located only minutes from the Chilie Express Lift offers riders an indoor pool, hot tubs, a gym and free wireless internet. Or, chose from the many rental condos, homes or studios within a 2-3 block radius from the base of the mountain. Taos also offers bed and breakfast’s, hotels, motels and private rentals in which arriving to Angel Fire is just a short morning’s drive. 

For the undemanding, recreational winter enthusiast or those bringing along the family with kids, Angel Fire is unpretentious and high in quality – both on and off the snow. 

Attraction ID 101151 – Ski Sante Fe

When skiers and snowboarders dream of high summits, tons of acreage and a long season of riding, Ski Sante Fe is where their head just may be at. With a summit measuring in at 12,075 feet into the crisp winter air and 660 acres to play and explore, Ski Sante Fe offers riders the chance to plunge into powder and come up for air only when they’re legs burn at the end of the day. 

Located sixteen miles from Sante Fe, New Mexico in the Sante Fe National Park, Ski Sante Fe is part of the gorgeous Sange de Christo Mountains and with killer views of Arizona and Colorado in the distance, the scenery alone is worth the trip. 

Seven chairlifts service sixty-seven trails which range from the beginner through the expert double black diamond thrill seekers. Take a ride on “Easy Street” to warm up, then rush down and see the beautiful “Tequila Sunrise” while hitting the moguls on “Northbum” and try to catch your breath on in the “Chilies Glade” which features all natural terrain just waiting to be tapped. Ski Sante Fe’s longest trail clocks in at 3 miles leaving a nice meandering track down the mountain. Groomed every night, riders will find glades, tree runs, moguls, bowls and basins all ready and waiting for them. 

Snowboarders claim “The Bone Yard” as their own freestyle friendly park which features funboxes, rails, jumps, wall rides and a halfpipe. Leashes are requires and boarders are allowed on all slopes at Sante Fe. 

Standard and Demo equipment is on hand in the rental shop. Be prepared to plunk down around $350 for a deposit on all demo and snowboard with boots rentals however. Lessons are provided for all levels and ages, including an adaptive skier center. Kids can join the “Chipmunk Corner” for an educational and guided supervision on the slopes or can spend their time in the fully licensed daycare on site. 

Parking can be a bit of a hassle, so it is recommended to get to Ski Sante Fe early and make the most of the powder that fell the night before. As this resort is located close to town, on the weekends it can get very busy with locals but Ski Sante Fe is alleviating this problem with a new triple person capacity chairlift with helps with crowd control and lessening the time spent on the lift line and maximizes time on the slopes instead. 

Lift passes are sold in full, half day, and multi-day increments for adults, teen, child and senior prices. Children 46” tall and under in ski boots as well as seniors over the age of 72, ski or ride free. 

Sante Fe as a town has a thriving nightlife with cantinas, bars, dancing and a healthy choice of lodging options. Ski and stay packages are available at certain lodging facilities which include hotels, motels, resorts and bed and breakfasts’. There are also campgrounds with RV hookups available. Did I mention the food? Cuisines from all over the world, Asian, Greek, Italian to name a few including their own southwestern recipes down to the quick bites, such as pizza or hamburgers never leave you hungry. 

Spanish architecture, adobe brown colors and the crystal blue skies that blanket the area with snow make Sante Fe an ideal place to spend your next winter vacation.

Attraction ID 101147 – Sipapu

Commited to their atmosphere and proud to be a small and friendly family orientated ski resort, Sipapu proves time and time again that was started in 1952 will continue for years to come. Located only twenty two miles from Taos and fifty-five from Las Vegas, Sipapu is situated in the Carson National Forest which is part of the stunning Sangre de Christo Mountain range. 

This small resort in the town of Vadito boasts an elevation of 9,255 feet with an impressive 1,055 feet of vertical fun in the snow spread over 200 acres of wooded trails and natural scenery. Sipapu’s season runs from November through April and operates daily from 9am to 4pm. There are thirty nine named trails with long cruising trails and a excellent beginner and learning terrain area. You’ll be gliding through Ponderosa Pine, Blue Spruce and Fir trees which open up to glades, meadows and challenging steeps which take your breath away. 

Snowboarders with leashes attached will soak up the sun in the natural bowls and basins to be found as well as the two terrain parks and a small halfpipe especially designed for riders in mind. 

Over 750 pairs of rentals in both skis and snowboards are on hand in the rental shop which carries top name brand equipment which may be rented in packages or in piece-meal format. You may also rent cross country skis, snowshoes and snow bikes for either a full or half day. 

Very reasonable prices are found for adults, teen, children and seniors. Children under 6 and seniors over the age of 70 can ski or ride for free at Sipapu. Prices change according to where in the season you visit, be it the early season to the spring season and everything in between. You may visit for a full or half day and buy accordingly. 

Sipapu’s day lodge is reminiscent of the 1960’s with the original rustic charm since it was first built. A sun-washed deck with the sounds of the Rio Pueblo River in the background makes it a fantastic choice to relax slope side. A roaring fire is always lit in the stone fireplace to warm up those hands and feet. Stop into the restaurant for a bite to eat or if staying on site in their cabins, you may BBQ in the fire pit located close by. 

Unless staying at the lodge itself, head into Taos for a choice of duplexes, motels, suites, apartments, cabins and campgrounds as well as a bustling nightlife to round out your vacation to Ski Sante Fe. Live music, Spanish dancing, pubs, cantinas and various tastes of the world await you. 

Whatever your choice, Ski Sante Fe welcomes you and your family with open arms and is a place you won’t soon forget when the snow flies. 

Attraction ID 101144 – Pajarito

Pajarito just may be New Mexico’s best keep skiing secret, with a lack of crowds riders can enjoy powder all day long. Located in the Jemez Mountains only fifteen minutes driving west from Los Alamos, Pajarito has a stunning peak of 10,400 feet which encompasses a staggering 850 acres of various natural and manmade terrain geared towards all levels of riders, relying only on Mother Nature’s snow to cover her during their season which runs from Christmas to early April. 

Open only on weekends from Friday to Sunday and certain holidays, visitors can traverse over forty trails with five separate lifts whisking them to the top over and over again. Pajarito’s steepest slope at 36 degrees is aptly named “Breathless” while beginners and veterans warm up on “Townsight”, then move on to a workout on the “Wildcat” finally ending up on the bumps on the “Fab 4”. 

Snowboarders are welcome to try out the latest tricks, jibs and jumps in the “Porcupine Park”. Riders should be aware that there are some restricted areas to boarders but for the most part, Pajarito welcomes snowboarders on most trails as long as they have a leash attached. 

Basic and advanced lessons are given in a group or private format with everything from a learn to ski or board package to skill honing sessions with qualified and patient instructors. 

Equipment is rented out daily for adult and children prices. Those under 18 require a parent and guardian signature to sign equipment out. Rentals may done in packages or by the individual pieces. Rates at Pajarito are relatively inexpensive, for a full or half day’s adventure. With a reciprocal agreement at Angel Fire Resort, riders at Pajarito really get the most out of their money with substantial savings at both resorts. Children under 6 and seniors over the age of 75 also benefit by skiing or riding for free. 

At the end of the day, stop by the café in the day lodge which serves hot and cold sandwiches and drinks. Pajarito does not have a liquor license so no alcohol is served on the mountain. 

For all lodging and après ski choices, head into Los Alamos for a choice of hotels, motels, inns and private rentals. Visitors will also be dizzy from the choices of food ranging from Mexican, Thai, Sushi, Bar and Grill fare to vegetarian selections. Relax at a cantina, local pub or just enjoy the scenic nature sounds as you fall asleep after a relaxing day on the slopes. 

Come see what the locals already know and hope too many people may not find out about at Pajarito, it’ll be some of the best snow you’ve seen in awhile. 

