
March 19, 2019 
Mrs. Jennifer Brown, 
 
It is with great pleasure to write this letter of recommendation on behalf of an amazing educator, 
Keri Powell.  She is seeking to continue to grow her skills by undertaking a new grade level 
which is 6th grade. There is so much I can say about Keri that I am sure you already know. I 
have known Keri as an educator and a friend when she was first was hired within CAPS.  She 
has taken on many different roles in this district and has excelled in every single one of them.  As 
a GSRP teacher, Keri was a leader among her fellow teachers and made learning engaging and 
interactive for all of the young minds she touched.  As a first grade teacher, Keri was amazing at 
creating a blended learning environment in which her students learn how to use technology to 
learn and excel.  Her extensive background with technology education has proven to be a huge 
asset for our district.  

 
When I think about Keri and her instructional abilities I am often in awe at what she does. 
Instructionally she is global thinker.  She is constantly reinventing her craft and trying ways to 
improve for student success.  Keri is a NATURAL TEACHER.  When you watch her teach, she 
pulls you and the students into a very comfortable, engaging, and yet challenging environment. 
She uses so many effective instructional strategies effortlessly.  As a result of her practices, 
Keri’s leads the district with student performance data in a very humble and reflective manner. 
Keri has a very “CAN DO” attitude in everything she approaches.  She seeks out challenges 
whether it is leading grade level PLCs, opening her classroom for learning labs, offering 
district-wide professional development, or writing grants for innovating initiatives.  

 
Keri is a very genuine and hardworking person.  She is always willing to offer any assistance that 
she can.  Over her years at CAPS, she has earned the respect of all of the teachers that she 
teaches with.  She is often the teacher that I ask for other teachers to come and observe.  After 
teachers leave a visit of Keri’s classroom they all have a similar response.  They are very 
impressed by her instruction and also feel very comfortable having a reflective conversation with 
Keri.  Keri has a natural ability to help others.  She offers suggestions in a non-judgmental, kind 
and caring manner.  As a result, teachers, including myself, feel very comfortable seeking out 
Keri for advice, training, and friendship.  

 
Thinking about what Keri can offer to CAPS in the area of literacy at the middle school level is 
extremely exciting to me.  Keri has a very sound understanding of literacy instruction, 
differentiating, and assessment to drive her instruction.  Keri has had amazing success with our 
at-risk readers over the years.  She has a deep understanding of reading foundational skills and 
how to be diagnostic within her instruction to know what each struggling learner needs along 
their learning path.  There are very few teachers that I have worked with that really understands 



how to scaffold their instruction around all components of literacy like Keri does effortlessly. 
By providing Keri an opportunity to expand her literacy skills in 6th grade will also prove to 
have outreaching effects on our students.  For many reasons, I hope you consider Keri for the 6th 
grade position for the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
 
Thank you, 
Heidi Stange  
K-4 Instructional Coach 
CAPS 
231-631-4334 

 
 
 

  


