So Much Spent on Textbooks, So Little in Return

Going to college is already expensive enough and also can make many students come out of it with thousands in dept.  With the young adult leaving his home, which was full of free food, shelter, gas money, an upkeep living place complete with cleaning supplies and a never ending supply of clean cloths, the last thing on his or her mind is the cost of textbooks.  

Students soon learn that books needed for class will be another obstacle on the list when deciding how much money they are going to need to take out for the school year.  

The average cost per year on textbooks, according to Masspirgstudents.com, is $900 a year.  

The motto for the University of Massachusetts Amherst is that students come first.  This means students come before not after the administration, the buildings, and of course not the local book store.  Students come first.  So why then do professors make students buy nearly a thousand dollars per year on books that they will not be able to return once the course is finished?  Even if they can return the textbooks, they only receive a small percent of the money back.       

Students want to return nearly every textbook or reading book they buy for classes because they know they’re never going to pick it up again or they need the money.  

The University lets professors make student buy books from places like Food for Thought and Amherst Books knowing that the student will be stuck with the book forever.  I understand that Professors want to give money to the book stores or certain authors but that it unfair and unnecessary.  

Additionally, every student can remember at least one class when they bought an eighty-dollar or so textbook and never used it once during class.  They go to return it and they get ten bucks or maybe they can’t return, therefore inducing the student to get drunk and rip it to shreds.  This is a complete waste of money, which is a scarcity among students.

The University of Massachusetts and colleges nationwide need to make textbooks affordable and returnable to ensure that thousands of dollars for these books and pages will be repaid to the student.  When UMass Amherst says ‘students come first’, they need to learn to put their money where their mouth is, or in this case let students put their money where their money’s needed.  
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