 



The Modern Music World
 
Secluded from the world on a small Island in the Caribbean made me have little to no contact with the outside world.  New music especially wasn’t available to me with the help of no TV and limited internet use.  Going back to America I was excited to learn what had been going on in the main stream media.  After a few days back I headed down to my grandparents house in Cape Cod where my family and some cousins were vacationing.  I was walking down to the beach with my twelve, ten, and nine year old girl cousins.  Out of nowhere I hear the ten year old say, in a somewhat rhythmically tone, “I kissed a girl, and I liked it”. I stopped dead; I was overwhelmed with what I had just heard.  I knew she wasn’t serious but I also knew that she probably heard it somewhere.
“What did you just say?” I questioned.
“I kissed a girl and I liked it.  The taste of her cherry chapstick.”  

The 12 and 9 year old joined in.  “It felt so wrong, it felt so right. Don’t mean I’m in love tonight.  I kissed a girl and I liked it.”  

After hearing this and knowing that this song was memorized by the three I immediately picked them up one at a time and threw them into the ocean.  This is was kids are listening too.  This is what’s being played and being shown in from of them.  

Katy Perry’s, I Kissed A Girl has been called the song of summer 2008 by the New York Times.  This song is about a girl drinking then experimenting kissing another girl and enjoying it.  Two summers ago the summer song was Promiscuous by Nelly Furtado featuring Timbaland which is a song about meeting someone in a club and wanting to have sex with them.  According to the dictionary the word ‘promiscuous’ means, “having sexual relations with a number of partners on a casual basis’.  Lyrics include Timbaland saying, “I can see you with my t-shirt” while Furtado answers with, “I can see you with nothing on”.  
In today’s music culture the two biggest genres are Rap and Pop.  More than half of the current top ten Billboard songs are Rap songs.  Rap is what is played on the radio and wins more music awards each.  Pop is the other dominating genre in the music industry in America.  Pop is mainly made up of either beautiful girls in scantily clothed outfits or by ‘boy bands’ singing about teenage love.  Both the boy bands, which consists or three to five young men, and the sexually charged singer, usually a young women, don’t make their own music or write their own lyrics.  Proof of this can be seen in Novembers 2008 Most Requested Hits.  The Jonas Brothers take # 2 with Burnin’ up.  The Jonas Brothers are the new boy band today that sing about what every boy band in the past has sung about, which is about wanting a girl.  Their hit Burnin’ up has the repeating line, “I Burnin’ up, burnin up for you baby”.  Also the song Womanize by Pop star Britney Spears in is #5.  This song basically just tells everyone that they are all womanizers.  Her video for this consists of her singing naked or doing sexual acts for men.  
I have realized why music is what it is today.  I have realized why musicians can be famous for not creating their own music or lyrics and are truly not very talented compared to what music has to offer.  The record companies have found out how to win over the main stream audiences.  The way is to focus and drag in the top money maker audience which is children, young adults and most importantly teenagers.  The way to do this is to focus on one thing, creating an Image.  Music companies who want to make the most money go about doing it by creating an image out of someone.  The process is as followed: 

Step1: Don’t sign any ugly or overweight people. 

Step 2: Create an certain image for a person that you think will gain fame, which equals money. 
Step 3: Get talented musicians to make specific music for them that will fit their new image. 

Step 4: Promote the artist as much as possible with extreme propaganda like music videos, sexy pictures, having their names in entertainment, magazines and extreme radio play.  
Step 5: If artists doesn’t become famous and doesn’t bring in revenue soon, fire him or her and start cycle again.

Companies work this way because even if they hire ten new artists and nine of them fail, that one could be worth millions.

Image is the largest part of music today and a huge part of why my cousins sang about kissing a girl and liking it without any real knowledge to what it means.  Having a image people can relate to such as power (Jay-Z), sex (Britney Spears), independent (Pink), cute (Jonas Brothers), cool (Mims), a teenage heartthrob (Molly Cyrus), glamour (Fergi) is what many of the top music artists strive for.   I will go over how image is everything to the top artists of today like rapper Jay-Z, pop star Pink and one of the most famous music Icon’s in my generation, Britney Spears.
Britney Spears is one of the biggest icons of my generation and has captured the
eyes of everyone no matter what age or sex.  Britney is arguably the biggest Pop Star of the modern music industry.  The industry gave her an image which has made her grotesquely wealthy and recognizable.  She has become so famous and rich because the music industry struck gold on finding a perfect person to fit an image that young girls would fall in love with.  Why do female teenagers and young adults love her so much?  I went and asked my Britney friends what’s with the obsession?  The answers that followed were astonishing and all followed the same pattern.  Her fans didn’t necessarily love her music, which by the way she has never created.  They also didn’t absolutely love the songs or her voice, which she also doesn’t write.  So if they don’t like the music that gets created for her, the lyrics she is told to sing, or even her one musical talent, her voice, then what is left?  One thing and one thing only, the image of what she represents.

The first words almost ever fan said before I could finish asking my question was, “She’s amazing”.  After asking why they thought this, the answer was stuttered. Most of the stumbling answers that followed from people ended or started with, “I don’t know she’s just so hot.”  I could expect this from a male viewer but not from a hardcore Britney Spears super fan.  Other answered included, “I don’t know she’s just so famous and awesome”.  

Most, if not all, of the Britney Spears fan’s are in love with the image of Britney Spears as a extremely attractive, famous, wealthy, female which many young girls dream to be.  They don’t realize or care to understand that the music industry is selling an image, not an artist.  This is proven when almost every answer I get starts off and ends with the same phrase, “I don’t know”.  These fans don’t realize that they are in love with an illusion of what Britney Spears represents.  Fans don’t like her as an artist, they like her because her record label is telling them that this is what they should strive to be.  If they strive to be like Britney Spears, they will be wealthy, attractive and famous.  This is another reason why I am frightened for the young, innocent bystanders like my young cousins.

Her sex appeal, like many Pop singers, is her greatest strengthen towards her
image.  The reality is that if Britney Spears didn’t show off her body or sexual gestures she would have never been in the spotlight.  We can still see this in her newest hit song Womanizer that reached number one on Billboard Charts.  There is no way that the majority of girls in grade school or even young adults can actually relate, understand or even truly enjoy this song.  The main lyrics in this song, that are repeated constantly throughout, include, “You, you, you are, you are, Womanizer, womanizer, womanizer” or “You’re nothing but a Womanizer, Oh, womanizer, oh you’re a womanizer, baby”. This song was the number one song in the country at one point which is a disappointment for all musicians across the country.  Her image has become so gigantic that she can come out with any song about anything and still be on top.  In Britney’s Womanizer video she strips in front of men, wears different scandalous outfits, does sexual acts with men and sings completely nude.  Her sexual image throughout the video should be the example of the meaning of ‘absurd’ in the dictionary: 


ab-surd  [ab-surd, -zurd]  -adjective
Utterly or obviously senseless, illogical, or untrue; contrary to all reason or common sense; laughably foolish or false: Britney Spears’s Womanizer music video is absurd.
When comparing my generation’s music to others you can see and hear the difference.  In my grandparents generation the hits came from Jazz, Swing and musicians like Bing Crosby.  Additionally many artists collaborated with orchestras for example ‘Tommy Dorsey and His Orchestra’ whose 1930’s hit ‘Blue Skies’ had love lyrics like, “All the days are hurryin’ by, When you’re in love, my how they fly, Blue days all of them gone, Nothin’ but blue skies from now on”.  I compared this to a current hit love song from famous group ‘The Pussycat Dolls’ which include five very attractive, very sexual women.  Their hit love song, Love the Way You Love Me, have lyrics that include, “If you lick your lips one more time, Boy you about to have it” which again is another song purely about sex and lyrics don’t beat around the bush.  Anyone who can read a ten page book can understand what the song is about.  Also the average artists of my grandparent’s generation were actually talented and could play instruments unlike many of the Pop and Rap artists today.
The Pussycat Dolls for example don’t play instruments or write their own lyrics
and basically go around in their underwear dancing.  Compare that image to that of 1940’s hit group the Andrews Sisters which was also girl group. Any picture or video I’ve ever seen of them or could find had them in their skimpiest moments wearing short sleeves or an extremely formal dress.  Also the lyrics were written by themselves which makes them more meaningful to the listener.  It’s not someone reading off a paper that someone else wrote for them, which I will explain later.

The music industry of each the era gave out the girl group to the main media which gave both artists a good chance to be seen by anyone.  Imagine the difference in the way a child would grow up hearing or seeing a group like The Andrews Sister compared to how a child grows up now listening or seeing a group like The Pussycat Dolls.  The drastic differences in the image of these two groups are obvious and show the contrast in the way early music listeners will grow up.

In my parents’ generation genres like Discos and artists like The Beatles were
popular.  Disco had hit songs like Gloria Gaynor, I Will Survive and The Beatles had songs about hope and happiness.  John Lennon when talking about one of their multi-platinum albums said, “If everyone demanded peace instead of another television set, then there’d be peace”.  Jay-Z talking about one if his multi-platinum albums said to not think of him as a Rapper but think of him as a Gangster.  Put yourself in a teenager shoes and compare these different themes in music and guess what you would get out of the different albums.  Both artists are extremely famous and have been heard by most teenagers of their generation.  Just look at the different image each send out to the audience, one wants to spread peace and the other wants to show how gangster he is.  The visual image of The Beatles are men dressed in tuxedos playing instruments, while Jay-Z is drinking alcohol while girls in their underwear dance all over him.

In Gloria Gaynor hit single, I Will Survive she talks about surviving and moving on from a bad relationship.  One of the top ten most requested song from 2002 was Dirty from Pop Star Christina Aguilera.   This freakish song is about one thing and one thing only, being a dirty, sex craving girl.  Lyrics from this song include, “Nasty (ho), Christina you nasty? (yeah).  Too dirty to clean my act up, If you ain’t dirty, You ain’t here to party”.  These specific lyrics mean that if you’re not a slut, then you’re not going to have fun. Compare the themes and images of Gloria Gaynor’s I Will Survive to Christina Aguilera’s Dirty and put yourself in a fifteen-year-old girls place.  Christina Aguilera is a huge hit with teenagers and young adults today that makes me angry that my little cousins are being fed smut like this by the music industry.  
Jay Z is one of the most wealthy and popular rap stars out there.  He has sold millions of albums and co owns Roc-A-Fella Records, a high class sports bar in New York City and the professional basketball team the New Jersey Nets.  Needless to say his rap career has made him a rich man.  Jay-Z image is simple, power.  Jay-Z shows his image of power by having control over women and having so much money he can do whatever he wants.  Jay-Z’s image is about having power, and having power means having money and girls.  This is not what kids need to be hearing.

Growing up Jay-Z supposedly had a tough life hustling on the streets which was a theme to many of his songs.  I do believe that his songs are true to him and do think he is a good artists in the rap genre.  What I don’t like is how everyone from all corners of the US have listened to his music simple because they fell into the trap of his image.  The image of power entices many people and Jay-Z was one of the front runners to give this image to a mainstream audience.  The tough, powerful image of rappers in modern music is being thrown at children by the radio, television and internet.  A fifteen year old girl doesn’t need to be switching through the channels and see Jay-Z’s music video Big Pimpin, which was a huge hit in 2004 that consisted of him on a Yacht with girls in bikinis dancing sexually around him.  A fifteen year old boy doesn’t need to be flipping around the radio and hear the lyrics,  “You know I – thug em, fuck em, love em, leave em, cause I don’t fuckin need em, take em out the hood, keep em lookin good, But I don’t fuckin feed em.  First time they fuss I’m breezing, talkin bou, ‘What’s the reasons?’ Im a pimp in every sense of the word, bitch”.  Maybe a few words might be bleeped out but I have a feeling that the listener gets the point.  

This image of complete power over women is terrible for both sexes.  Many other rappers have this image of control over women in there songs.  Almost every rap video made in the last ten years has naked girls dancing and do whatever the rappers want them to.  Jay-Z is not a role model and doesn’t try to be, but kids shouldn’t have the option of listening and seeing him so easily.  The music industry lets anyone, regardless of age, view and listen to Jay-Z; a man who found guilty of stabbing a record executive, who happily says he use to be a professional pimp and who wants to be known as a gangster.  This is not what should be promoted in front of young children.

Jay-Z’s has been so successful in showing the image of money in order to gain power, that other rappers have learned this trend which leads to money and fame.  It has gotten so bad that there is a new reality series hosted by a famous rapper 50 Cent called, “50 Cent: The Money and The Power”.   This disgusting television show, which can also be seen on the internet, is about people trying to gain power by being ruthless and understanding that money is everything in this world.  Rap fans watch this show because 50 Cent is on it and think that this is how the world works which is a terrible lesson for any young viewers.   This show is on MTV which means it’s meant to be viewed by teenagers.  Jay-Z created his own image unlike many Pop artists but his image of power dealing with money and women is worse than all of the others.

For my last example of image equaling everything in the Pop genre, I will talk about the new hit song today from the famous artist Pink, titled So What.  Pink is more tricky to explain since Pink’s image is that she is a rebel going against the Pop culture. This latest hit song is about Pink’s recent divorce and how she’s living her life now.  This song which is about Pink’s personal divorce was not even written Pink.  None of the music or lyrics were created by Pink.  Pink sells records using her image as a loud, fierce, independent woman who will do whatever she wants when she wants.  She is always telling to her audience over and over again in her songs that she is not “Pop”.   
A song on one of her albums called, Stupid Girls (which again wasn’t written by her) is about girls who only care about money, fame and how they look.  Pink is telling the audience in this song, like many others, that she’s not vain or high maintenance fitting the image having the “I don’t care” attitude which people love to relate too.  In this song her lyrics include, “A world in despair, your only concern, ‘Will it fuck up my hair?’”.  This shows how she’s not vain or high maintenance.  Other lyrics include “I’m so glad I’ll never fit in that will never be me” this shows her rebel side.  She tries to distance herself so much from being a Pop Princess because it is the opposite of her image as a rebel side.
I am not saying that Pink is not like this in real life, because I don’t know her.  But the propaganda she and her label do to make her image is just too over the top to make me believe that she is really like this.  Her nose ring, her pink hair, her music videos, the pictures of her, everything is just too much to make me really believe that she is like this.  Also doing research on her I saw that before Alicia Moore became Pink she was in an R&B label and had an a hit song called “Key to My Heart” an extremely sappy love song.  She also sang backup vocals for many R&B songs and boy band 98
Degrees.  
Her first step in making this image is by making fun of other Pop singers and pop culture to distance her from them.  You can clearly see these characteristics even in her new hit single So what.   First off she takes a hit on Jessica Simpson and says that a waiter gave her table to Jessica Simpson instead of her.  This is telling the listeners that she doesn’t get the perks of being a famous, beautiful pop star and actually says “Jessica Simp, shit”.  In the listeners mind Pink is now not anything like the Pop star Simpson.
Next in her video she shows her fierce, tough image by saying multiple times that she wants to start a fight, “I’m gonna get in trouble, I wanna start a fight, I wanna start a fight”.  Even later she says that she is going against her husband which he won’t like, “What if this song’s on the radio?  Somebody’s gonna die, Im gonna get in trouble, My ex will start a fight, He’s gonna start a fight”  In this case she is showing how independent she is by telling the audience that she doesn’t care if her ex husband gets mad at her.  In this song Pink is going to do what she wants whenever she wants, no matter what society wants her to do.  The music video for So What starts off by showing her getting a tattoo, which shows again how tough she is.  The video is made up of Pink doing rebel acts throughout the video and people getting mad at her.  During this video she drinks constantly, drives a motor cycle, takes her cloths off in from of the paparazzi, fights random people, cuts down a tree and gets mad at a recent married couple.   
I go literary go on for pages describing her songs proving that they all just promote her image of basically a tough girl.  This is all in order to make the image of Pink famous which leads to money for her and the record company.  Pink’s image makes the audience feel like they’re going against the norm, their being rebels when listening to her.  (I have to add as a side note here that while I am writing this first draft my friend just came up to me and I told him that I was writing about Pink and he said that his mother saw her in concert.  When I asked “Why?” he said his mother said she thought Pink was “Cool”.  So Pink and her record company even made a middle aged woman believe in her image as a “Cool” person.)
Pink’s image focuses on the young kids who are trying to find themselves and who don’t necessarily like the music around them.  They believe Pink gives them an escape to the masses of people around them who just go with the flow of what’s popular in music.  In actuality Pink is using that image to capture people who want to think of themselves as rebels to Pop artists.  What’s disappointing is that Pink fits the exact mold to Pop artists by not making her own music, not writing her own lyrics, dressing scandalously and never going outside of her image.
Some people think that it doesn’t matter if these people are somewhat frauds and that people can relate to their songs or personality.  My argument to this is liking, relating, or being inspired by a characters played on television.  It’s an illusion of reality to get inspired or relating yourself to something that isn’t real.  Sure the person is right in front of you using imagery showing you that it’s him or her doing it but in actuality it’s mostly a lie.  What I’m trying to say is that kids and even adults don’t understand when the music in front of them is not created by the person promoting it.  The music industry wants to give you the image of them doing that song in order to sell you that image to make money.

I compare this to getting inspired by a character in a movie or TV show.  For example; lets say you get comically inspired by the character Jim Halpert from the television series The Office.  The viewer has to understand that the person they are looking at is only playing the part of what someone wrote for him.  Additionally he is playing an even larger part in the creators of the show want.  Sure, I bet John Krasinski, who plays Jim Halpert, is a funny guy off screen and might even make some of his lines up but he is playing the part people have creating for him.  If people relate to Jim Halpert they are only relating to the image of Jim Halpert, a funny, quick-witted troublemaker, hat other people are trying to sell to you in order to watch their show.  Comparing this to the music business, let’s say the television show The Office compares to a music label.  Then let’s say hiring an actor to play a character is like a person getting signed to the music label.  The artist is now under the control of the label just like the actor is controlled by the show.  The artist is given a producer and lyricist person to create music for them just as the actor is given writers and directors.  The artist’s creativity and personality in the music might be heard a little but the record label is trying to sell her so she or he can’t go outside the image trying to be sold.  This is the same for the actor, maybe a little of his own personality or creativity is let into a show but it can’t go outside the image trying to be sold.   To put in simpler terms, I make this table.

	
	John Krasinski
	Alicia Moore (Pink)

	Playing the Large Scheme
	Hired to play the character of Jim Halpert, for the television show The Office
	Signing with the record label LaFace to make music

	Having People Create What They Want From You
	Having writers write the plot of what’s going to happen with your character and script writers writing what your going to say.
	Professional musicians creating the sound of your music and writers writing lyrics for what they want you to sing.  

	Image
	John Krasinski becomes the image of Jim Halpert
	Alicia Moore becomes the image of Pink


I don’t think people understand or care to know that the inspiration or relationship they get from these Pop stars is not authentic.  
So the question is how we can fix this.  Many people think that the answer lies within the almighty government.  This is not so.  The Telecommunications Act of 1996 required the Federal Communications Commission to issue guidelines for the labeling of sexual, violent or mature materials.  But they made an easy way out by saying that they wouldn’t do this if the entertainment industry agreeded to a system of self-imposed labeling.  This is where we got our labeling laws.  So basically it is up to the record company to decide if they want to put a Parental Advisory sticker on the album or not.  This will never work because the music industry wants to make the most profit it can and a Parental Advisory sticker might hurt profits.  
For example Britney Spear’s album featuring the hit sex song Womanize will not have a Parental Advisory sticker attached.  The record company wants to make the most money possible and putting a parental sticker on it would hurt sales badly.  The government is not willing to spend the time and energy in censoring music the right way. So in closure, the government hasn’t done much to regulate today’s popular music that can be listened to by people of all ages around the country.

The solution to this music problem lies in parents.  Parents need to pay more attention to what their kids are listening too, which I know sounds cliché.  It needs to start at a very young age because of modern technology.   Technology today is being shown and given to children at the start of birth.  For example the Internet is being learned by kids at the youngest age ever.  My generation is going to have children that have the amazing power of the Internet in their reach unlike any generation before.  The Internet will be the largest influence to the next generation of young kids.  This will make it even tougher for parents to guard their sons and daughters.

For example Miley Cyrus is one of, if not the biggest, child music star today.  Every girl from age 8 to 18 knows her and have listened to her music.  The writers and produces that make Cyrus’s songs are actual good for kids in some aspects.  And ten years ago I would have been fine with my younger cousins watching and listening to Miley Cyrus.  But the internet has crushed her as being a child icon.  When I typed in “Miley Cyrus” on google.com, which I’m sure a million kids to each day, the first thing to come up is a picture of her in her underwear.  With the power of the internet children will now see Miley Cyrus as a sex image.  This will make many of her fans think that this is what they want to be, and then go into their FACEBOOK account and take half naked pictures of themselves like their icon Miley does.

This is just one of a thousand different examples why the internet will change the way music and artists are seen.   I’m not saying brainwash your kids into loving The Beatles but let your children hear clean music when growing up that you know will be good for them.  Help them understand what listening to music is all about.  Let them listen to music without the propaganda of image music industries are selling around them.  Don’t let them listen to or watch anything they want at a young age or even as a young teenager.  Tell then if you don’t agree with it and hopefully they respect your opinion enough to second-guess themselves.

I personally don’t think parents are letting their kids watch or listen to this popular music on purpose because it’s thrown at their child everywhere by the media.  But I do blame them if they hear their kids singing “I kissed a girl and I liked it” or see them watching Christina Aguilera rolling around half naked in mud on TV and turning the other way because they think it’s just what kids watch now-a-days.  They don’t comprehend that just because it’s what kids are listening to today doesn’t mean that it’s right.  Parents need to understand how the music industry works today.  They’re main focus is on their kids.  Your thirteen-year-old daughter is there target.  Parents need to look in their hand and realize that the CD their about to buy for their daughter is called, “Britney Spears Greatest Hits, My Prerogative” and has a cover of an image of a half naked girl looking at you sexually provocative; something in your brain should click that you probably should to put it back.   If you look in your hand and see that the CD your about to buy for your son is called, “Jay-Z, American Gangster”, with a man dressed in all black wearing a trench coat; maybe think to yourself if this is something that you really want your kid to absorb.  Parents should not let their child get sucked into the image of something.  The way image is used in music invites anyone to latch on to it, not caring what it is promoting.  
The most two popular genres of music today, Pop and Rap, are mainly selling you an image.  These two genres of music tend to have the same repeating songs and images: sex, power, and fame which many young people want to aspire for.  This is not what teenagers should be hearing and is corrupting the music world in America.  Music is a large part in people’s lives but most don’t understand what is going on behind the scenes.  They don’t look at what music companies are trying to sell using catchy, aggressive propaganda.

People like music artists because they feel a connection with the songs or the person.  What fans obviously don’t realize, which is proven by who the top artists are today, is that they are tricking you.  They are selling you the image of someone who is just an illusion and playing part he or she are told to play if they wish to become rich and famous.  Paris Hilton came out with an album and it reached # 6 on the Billboards.  The audience has to see how alarming image can be in the music industry if people listen to a Paris Hilton album.  This underlies basic fact that people did not listen to these songs because they are masterpieces, they listened because the album has Paris Hilton’s name and image on it.

Parents need to understand that image is the main thing being sold to their kids in the music business today.  It’s not about the music or lyrics anymore in the mainstream market.  It’s about a girl being sexual and a guy showing how powerful he is and it’s telling young people that this is what they should want if they want to be famous and successful, which every young kid does.

When my little cousins sang, “I kissed a girl and I liked it” I knew that it wasn’t their fault they were singing it.  The image the record label created of Katy Perry having adult fun and being famous is what every kid at that age wants to be: a successful adult, having fun.  Hopefully the new parents of today will see this appalling and chilling way music is sold in the modern world and see how it’s sculpting and crippling the minds of their innocent children.
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