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General Purpose:

To inform

Specific Purpose: 
To explain to my audience where the future of consumer friendly computer products is going, and what they can expect to see.

Thesis Statement:
Consumer technology is changing at a faster rate than ever before, and it is going to drastically change our everyday lives. 
Organization:
Topical
Introduction:

I. Imagine never having to use a keyboard or mouse with your computer again; it might seem like a concept that’s a bit out there, but it’s closer than you might imagine.
II.  Multi-touch user interfaces offer a way for you to do exactly this, interact with the computer by touching.
Body

I. A multi-touch user interface, also known as a natural user interface, is a way for you to interact with a computer by touching, rather than clicking or typing.

a. Multi-touch interfaces are new in that they can recognize multiple objects touching at the same time, instead of just one point at a time (like a touch screen ATM or PDA).
b. This also enables you to move things around and interact with the objects on the screen;
c. Because of this functionality, you can walk up to a device, and simply use it, and have it behave exactly like you’d think it would.
d. For example, if you are looking at a picture and want to make it bigger, all you need to do is touch opposite corners and stretch it out.

II. Even if you don’t realize it yet, you have already probably used a multi-touch user interface.
a. I’m sure most people have probably at least seen, if not used Apple’s I-Phone.

i. The phone is able to look attractive and sleek because of its multi-touch interface.

ii. If you look at a map on the I-phone, you know all that you need to do is pinch your fingers to zoom in, or spread them to zoom out.
b. Microsoft, Apple’s main competitor, has also been working on a device with multi-touch capabilities since 2001.(Derene)
i.  Microsoft calls its new device “Microsoft Surface” and it’s Apple’s I-phone on a whole new scale.
ii. Microsoft Surface takes the I-Phone’s multi-touch idea and implements it in a table.

iii. At first thought a table might be a weird place to put a multi-touch user interface, but it has many possible uses.

iv. Imagine sitting down at a table, and setting your digital camera on top.

1. Just by setting your camera down, the whole surface of the table, now has your pictures spread out over it.

2.  With the multi-touch interface you can slide a picture to your friend sitting next to you with the flick of your wrist, or make it huge by stretching it out with your hands.
3. This makes sharing your pictures with your friends an entirely new experience.

v. Microsoft’s table also has great potential for uses at restaurants.
1. The table has the ability to be your own personal waiter.

a. It can display menus for you, with full sized pictures of each menu choice.

b. You can select your choice right from the table.

2. You can pay and add a tip just by setting your credit card on the table.

a. Using the same technology that is already used at places like Mc Donald’s or a gas pump where all you have to do is touch your card to the pad.

b. You just drag the picture of the item you ordered over to your credit card. 

3. The Rio Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas is already using Microsoft’s new tables in its top notch bars.(Arar)
vi. It can also just be used for fun.

1. The table can be used as a giant canvas, for anyone to paint on.

2. You can use the table to play games with your friends.

c. Microsoft’s new table is still expensive right now, about $10000.(GeekSugar)
i. This means the first places it is being used is at large companies to enhance a customers experience.

ii. Microsoft’s goal is to get the price down low enough so that the average American can afford to have one in their home.

III. The I-phone and Microsoft’s surface are just two potential uses for multi-touch user interfaces; it’s almost hard to imagine what the future could hold.

a. Apple has already incorporated this technology into its new Mac Book pro, but only in the touch pad mouse.

i. This limits its uses to things like zooming in by spreading your fingers.

b. Some believe Apple, as well as Microsoft are developing full operating systems that use the multi-touch user interface.(Wilson)
i. This would mean you could soon see laptop’s that only have a multi-touch screen, no keyboard or mouse necessary.

1. Your fingers would be the mouse, and when necessary, a keyboard could show up on the bottom half of the screen.

2. For typing intensive things a keyboard could easily be attached with a cord.

3. Taking notes for a class could be as easy as having a normal notebook on your desk, just use a special pen on the screen to write your notes and save them to the computer.

Conclusion

I. I hope this has helped you understand just a few of the interesting new things that you will likely be seeing in the near future.

II. The future is bright, and technology is helping it to become even brighter.
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