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DEEP BREATH…

Imagine the warm rays of the sun kissing your face while you dance through a field of lime green grass.  Feel your heart pounding to the beat of the bass as you anticipate a rush of fanatics toward the stage in the manner of a stampede.  Experience the euphoria of a contact high.  This is what I was told to envision when I asked a three-year attendee about the Bonnaroo Arts & Music Festival.  Now, I’m going to inform you about Bonnaroo.  I will discuss its origins, where it is held, and what to expect at this year’s festival.
I. Brainchild of Superfly Productions and AC Entertainment.

a. It is a four-day music and arts festival.

i. Musical performers at Bonnaroo are of a variety of genres such as jazz, electronica, hip-hop, folk, reggae, world beat, and rock and roll.

b. The festival is held every June of each year.

i. The first festival took place in June of 2002.
c. According to jambands.com, the word bonnaroo is Creole for “good time.”
i. Desitively Bonnaroo by musician, Dr. John
II. Bonnaroo takes place in Manchester, Tennessee.

a. The tents and stages are all built upon a 700-acre farm.

b. It’s about 60 miles southeast of Nashville.
III. This year, Bonnaroo has a lineup of more than 150 performers.
a. Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band and Phish are slated to headline.

b. Other performers range from everyone from Snoop Dogg, Public Enemy, Beastie Boys, Elvis Costello, Al Green, and Erykah Badu to Girl Talk, Paul Oakenfold, Animal Collective, MGMT, King Sunny Ade, and Femi Kuti.
With such a variety in music and arts, this four-day festival in Tennessee is difficult to summarize.  However, Jon Pareles, chief music critic for The New York Times did a good job of it in his 2006 review of Bonnaroo. “It’s a campground, a playground, an invitation to cut loose.”  
