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Need:  The competitive global market demands that students acquire success 
skills that enable them to stand out to future employers. 
 
Resume for Success, hosted by SIFE and the ONU Communication 
and Theater Arts department, brought Samantha Nolan to campus, 
owner of Ladybug Designs and author of a syndicated column. Ms. 
Nolan discussed the value of branding yourself through your resume. 
Dining etiquette and proper table manners were the focus on the 
another event hosted by SIFE and the University President. The First 
Lady coached students course by course through a 4-course meal, 
creating interaction among participants and time for questions about 
dilemmas throughout the dinner. 

Impact: Attendees gained hands-on experience and coaching in resume 
writing and dining etiquette that will instill confidence and differentiate them 
from others students in their professional endeavors. 

Need: With the 2008 Presidential election quickly approaching 
and the issues of the financial crisis dominating Wall Street Journal 
headlines, citizens needed information. SIFE’s aim was to educate 
the students and faculty of Ohio Northern University about the 
current economic crisis.

Our expert panel of Ohio Northern professors responded to 
different issues of the crisis, including: factors that caused the 
crisis, effect on the stock market, effect on the world economy, 
effect on the 2008 presidential election, and the impact of the 
Bailout Plan as a remedy. In addition to the explanation of the 
crisis, the panel also fielded questions from the audience. 

Impact:  Ultimately, this event provided students with a better 
understanding of this current issue will result in a more informed 
generation of citizens and leaders.

Need: Young adults need to learn the risks and benefits of credit cards. 
According to a survey by Georgetown University, the average college-aged young 
adult carries $1,465 in credit card debt. For many freshman, being in college is 
the first time they have assumed responsibility for their finances. 

The Freshman Credit Seminar helps first year students recognize potential 
decisions that will affect their financial status. The presentation covered 
budgeting, credit scores, and introductory financial topics, giving  entering 
freshman a chance to become aware of how current decisions can affect future financial success. This project will be followed 
up with our 3rd year of “For Debt or For Worse” financial literacy program that focuses on the financial independence of college 
students.  The program will consist of a two-day series of lectures on budgeting/loan consolidation, job benefit, investing, and 
understanding credit. 

Impact: The Deans of the Pharmacy and Engineering Colleges valued the Freshman Credit Seminar enough to make it required for 
their freshmen classes. Students learned introductory and in-depth financial skills. This seminar has been requested for next year, 
and we hope to include all undergraduate freshmen.

Success Skills

Market Economics

Financial Literacy



Need: Being more eco-friendly starts with the simple everyday things people do.

This year, SIFE took part in the Ada Harvest and Herb Festival, distributing seed packets and 
a list of ways to be more environmentally friendly to local children and their families.  SIFE 
talked to the children at the booth and explained ways they could be more helpful to the 
environment. Some of the tips included starting a garden with their seeds, turning off the 
faucet while brushing teeth, and reusing gift paper. The list children were given included a 
list of recyclable products. 

Impact: 500 children/families were directly impacted by receiving seeds and informational 
flyers. The children left the SIFE booth with a greater awareness of how to help the 
environment and guidelines to help them get started. 

Need: Ohio Northern University has begun a cross-campus initiative to 
encourage entrepreneurship among its various colleges. 

We also worked with four administrative offices and three colleges 
to bring Tim Mathile, an engineering alumnus-turned-entrepreneur, 
to speak to a standing-room-only crowd of over 225. Mr. Mathile 
shared how he took an idea and turned it into a successful company. 
ONU SIFE is also helping create entrepreneurial initiatives across 
campus.  SIFE helped in the formation of the College Entrepreneurship 
Organization (CEO) and helped orchestrate their quarterly Elevator 
Pitch Competition. The team also continued its work with the Lima 
area youth by running our popular MI Ready Program. This year, high 
school freshmen took an idea, and built, marketed, and sold a product 
in our Trophy Creation exercise.

Impact: Over 230 faculty and staff attended the Mathile lecture and 
learned lessons about running a successful business, potential pitfalls 
and ethical issues. Our MI Ready program introduced the basic ideas 
behind developing and marketing a new product. 

Need: With so much turmoil in our economy, the need for business 
ethics both personally and in the business world is an imperative.

For the last 3 years, SIFE has held SIFE Night at the Movies. We showed 
the move, The Insider, examining unethical actions of businesses and 
the courage demonstrated by whistleblowers to speak out against 
these powerful corporations. After the film, viewers submitted an essay 
about Russell Crowe’s character, Jeffrey Wigand, discussing his actions 
and the consequential sacrifices that demonstrated his personal 
commitment to ethics. Also, during Tim Mathile’s lecture to students, 
he shared with us how he was a victim of embezzlement and how he 
overcame such scandals.

Impact: Students learned the importance of developing and maintain-
ing their personal code of ethics and forming a company’s code of eth-
ics. Students can apply the ethical knowledge gained from viewing the 
movie and hearing Tim Mathile to real-life situations.  

Environmental Sustainability

Entrepreneurship

Business Ethics
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Economic Panel Discussion 1 10 X X X X 53 40

Dine For Success 2 15 X X 65 40

Resume For Success 1 8 X X X 123 35

Lessons Learned the Hard Way Seminar 1 14 X X X X X 306 350

SIFE Night at the Movies 3 5 X X 25 12

Freshmen Credit Seminar 4 6 X X X 250 12

For Debt of for Worse 4 8 X X X April 15th April 15th

Accounting for Kids Day 3 2 X X X 150 6

Restore Cash Register 2 5 X X X X 10 10

Conserve Energy at the Herb Festival 1 12 X X X 500 20

ONU Recycles 1 2 X X X 50 5

CEO Idea Pitch Competition/Workshops 1 7 X X X X 41 18

MI Ready Trophy Challenge 3 5 X X X X X 22 22

Homecoming Entrepreneurship Challenge 2 11 X X 350 25

WelcomeFest 4 7 X 825 16

Extreme Entrepreneurship Challenge 1 5 X X X X X X April 3rd April 3rd

Totals 7 11 7 5 4 3 16 2770 611

Business Advisory Board

Kris Barefield, Attorney at Law

Dr. Jill Christopher, Associate Professor of Accounting

Dr. James F. Fenton, Dean, 
    The James F. Dicke College of Business Administration

Chad Hoffman, President, Richwood Bank

Jeff Johnston, Sallie Mae

Beth Runser, CPA, Rea & Associates

Scott Wills, University Advancement

Paul Worstall, President, Pro-Tech Coating Company

Sustainability

In line with our 2009 focus, ONU SIFE partnered with other 
colleges and organizations on campus to increase our overall 
impact. The projects and events tied to Success Skills and 
Entrepreneurship have the possibility to continue for the long-
term. Further, we have accellerated our program planning and 
team member recruting processes to spring so we can hit the 
ground running in the fall. 

Future Goals

Increase our Active Membership• 
Increase the effictiveness of Event Promotion• 
Build an even stronger BAB, consisting of ONU Alumni and friends• 
Maintain and Enhance our reputation on campus• 
Run a SIFE project abroad• 
Continue building off of our 2009 focus• 

Date Event Debit (-) Credit (+) Total

6/1/2008 Beginning Balance       $4,180.86

8/12/2008 Cash Receipts - Drekel University Polar Pops    $217.00  $4,397.86

9/5/2008 Stipend    $1,000.00  $5,397.86

9/16/2008 AIG Scholarship    $750.00  $6,147.86

6/29/2008 Welcome Cookout  $44.43    $6,103.43

11/7/2008 Ethics Essay Contest - Scholarship to M. Graham  $500.00    $5,603.43

9/29/2008 Harvest & Herb Festival Supplies  $27.14    $5,576.29

10/8/2008 SIFE Banners  $82.67    $5,493.62

10/22/2008 “Fun” meeting - donuts & cider  $19.96    $5,473.66

10/22/2008 Binders for Officers  $258.96    $5,214.70

10/31/2008 Student Senate Budget Appropriations    $1,000.00  $6,214.70

11/10/2008 Fundraising    $300.00  $6,514.70

11/19/2008 Gift for Jeff Johnston (Freshman Credit)  $59.98    $6,454.72

11/18/2008 Cash from Harvest & Herb Festival    $36.00  $6,490.72

12/29/2008 Supplies for MI Ready  $16.14    $6,474.58

1/8/2009 Ethics Gift Card  $50.00    $6,424.58

1/9/2009 Dean Fenton - Dine for Success Sponsor    $350.00  $6,774.58

1/15/2009 Sudexo Charges  - Dine for Success  $567.00    $6,207.58

2/2/2009 Campus Job Fair - Dine for Success Payment    $40.00  $6,247.58

2/5/2009 Cash Receipts    $229.32  $6,476.90

2/6/2009 Gift Tim Mathile  $74.00    $6,402.90

2/11/2009 White Poster Board  $15.44    $6,387.46

2/13/2009 Sudexo Charges  - Tim Mathile  $93.80    $6,293.66

2/13/2009 Sudexo Charges  -Tim Mathile  $188.10    $6,105.56

$1,997.62  $3,922.32 

Total Balance  $6,105.56


