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 A NEWSLETTER FROM THE EMPLOYEE COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAM     August 20, 2009 

 

Have we met? 
Kris Houston, Public Affairs Intern 
 

Editor’s note: Intercom recently introduced work group profiles as a regular feature in response to 
employee survey and focus group feedback.  A clear message was “We want opportunities to meet 
other employees, learn more about each other, and understand what different departments do.” 

 
Well of course you do!  EWEB’s a great organization, full of wonderful people.  Why wouldn’t you 
want to know more? 

 
In this edition, we focus on the purpose and people of Systems Engineering.  If you would like to 
feature your work group in a future Intercom, please contact the editor, Jennifer Joule. 

 

Meet the Systems Engineering group 

 

At any point in time while working at EWEB, you might have heard the common saying ―An engineer 
must have written that.‖ At times, the words and technical explanation of an engineer’s work can be 
a bit overwhelming, but these systems superheroes have played a key role in some of EWEB’s 

greatest achievements. 
 
According to Rod Price, the supervisor for this team of technical wizards, the mission of the systems 

engineering group is to support EWEB’s capital, operations and maintenance programs through long 
range facility planning, project management, design and construction standards, surveying, bridge 
management, fiber optic infrastructure and telecommunications. In short, the engineering team 

focuses on the development and maintenance of substations, fiber optics and radio and transmission 
facilities. 
 

After briefly sitting in on a meeting and watching this team interact, it is clear that the systems 
engineering squad shares a passion for what they do which is reflected in their work at EWEB and 
their interests outside of the office.  

 
 
Brent Bacon: Brent has been with EWEB for just over two years in the 

position of land surveyor.  His primary duties include property 
boundaries, easements issues, measurements for design work, facilities 
mapping, and monitoring ground and dam movement on EWEB’s hydro 

projects.  After graduating from Oregon State with a degree in Civil 
Engineering, Brent spent 13 years in North Bend working in the 
surveying department for Menasha Forest Products Corporation before 

moving back to his hometown to work for EWEB.  He recently purchased 
a rural piece of property with a fixer-up house and spends most of his 
free time catching up on maintenance, roofing, plumbing, electrical, 

painting, doors and window replacement projects.  He also enjoys a 
variety of outdoor activities and working on old cars in his free time. 
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Dean Ahlsten: Dean joined the EWEB family on April 7, 1986 as a staff 
engineer and currently serves as the Systems Engineering and Substation 

Reliability Manager. Before coming to EWEB, Dean worked for the 
Springfield Utility Board for three years and before that, worked in the 
operating engineers’ union as a crane operator/oiler in and around the WPPS 

nuclear power projects. He and his wife, Joy will celebrate their 28th wedding 
anniversary at the end of August, and Dean says the pressure is on because 
this is his year to plan the anniversary! They have two kids, Scott and 

Kristen, and inherited a yellow lab and a calico cat when their kids left. Dean 
considers it a privilege and blessing to be a part of his team of high quality 
people and to have been with EWEB for so many years. 

 
 

Bob Hines: Bob Hines has worked at EWEB for the last 19 years as a Land 

Surveyor within the EWEB engineering groups. Prior to EWEB, Bob worked 
at both the City of Eugene and Lane County in their surveying 
departments. Having once been a teenager without a clear direction, one of 

Bob’s interests has always been to help mentor today’s youth in choosing 
college and career paths. A graduate of Oregon Tech, he considers OIT to 
be Oregon’s best kept secret for degrees in high demand fields. Bob has 

been married for 22 years and shares two wonderful children, a 17-year- 
old daughter Courtney, and a 13-year-old son Tucker, with his wife, 

Mary. His hobbies include golf, classic trucks, hunting, and anything else he 
can find to get out of doing yard work.  Recently, he has become more 
involved in his church community as part of University Fellowship Church. 

 
 

Leon Atkinson: Leon has been with EWEB for two 

years working as an associate electrical engineer. Prior 
to coming to EWEB, Leon spent four years in the Air 
Force working on ICBM Minuteman III missiles in 

Montana and also worked as a computer technician at 
Wah Chang metal  s manufacturing while attending 
college. He is married and has a son who is 4, a 

daughter who is 6, two cats, a dog and a fish. He 
enjoys the relaxed work environment at EWEB and the 
varied nature of his work. Outside of work, he enjoys 

spending time with family, fishing and basketball. 
 
 

George Zaczek: George is a senior electrical 
engineer and has worked at EWEB for 19 years. He 
was recently temporarily assigned to a new 

position—principal electrical engineer for the 
University substation and transmission line project. 
Before coming to the U.S. in 1987, he worked at 

the Silesian Technical University in Poland as an 
assistant professor teaching power engineering. His 
wife is a professor of Italian at Clemson University 

and they share a son who lives in North Carolina. 
In his spare time, George loves good books, music 
and hiking. He also enjoys traveling to other 

countries and feels blessed to have discovered his 
real passions that make both his boss and his wife 
happy—substation design and home improvement. 
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Jeff Teel: Jeff came to work at EWEB nearly three years ago and currently 

serves as a staff engineer specializing in telecommunications systems. Prior 
to EWEB, he was a facilities engineer at Hynix and before that, spent 
several years in field service engineering. He has been married to his wife, 

Lisa, for 15 years and is the proud father of a 14-year-old son and an 11- 
year-old daughter. Outside of work, he enjoys a variety of outdoor activities 
including hiking, camping and fishing. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Rod Stuve: Rod Stuve, not to be confused with Rod 
Price, came to work at EWEB fresh out of college just 

over 30 years ago. He currently serves as the NERC 
Compliance Project Manager. He and his wife, Karen, 
have been married for 28 years and have two 

children—Brady, 23, and Lindsay, 21. The family has 
two pets—a Shiba-Inu dog named Roxy and a cat 

named Peaches. Outside of work, Rod enjoys snow 
skiing, fishing, mountain biking, working out and 
hiking. 

 
 
Linda Sattler: This November, Linda will celebrate her fifth year as EWEB 

employee, supporting SESR (Systems Engineering & Substation 
Reliability) and Generation staff as a planner and scheduler. Linda is also 
an active member of EWEB’s Ergonomic Assessment Team.  Related prior 
work includes being a contract Licensed Massage Therapist at EWEB, and 
working as a production planner, master scheduler, supervisor, and 
business systems analyst in high-tech manufacturing companies in 

Oregon and California.  Outside of EWEB, she enjoys her massage 
practice, and spending time expanding the Rhythm of Peace Project, as 
well as gardening, traveling, and working on resurrecting her golf 

swing…fore! 
 
 

 
 
Tony Kocjan: Tony is an electrical engineer, spending the last three 

years working part-time for EWEB. He retired from the Bonneville 
Power Administration after 31 years in 2006, where he worked in the 
substation design group, traveling around the Northwest constructing 

and engineering substations. His true career passions lie in training new 
employees on various aspects of engineering and control system 
operation of the power systems. He and his wife, Janet, have been 

married for 34 years and have a daughter and two sons. Outside of 
work, Tony enjoys bike riding, hiking with EWEB employee activity 
groups, and reading to better understand the economy and history. 

 
 
 

http://www.rhythmofpeace.org/
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Paul Richardson: Paul has been with EWEB for seven years and 
works as an engineering analyst. He was an independent AutoCAD 

consultant for 17 years prior to coming to EWEB, spending the 
majority of his time working with the City of San Francisco defining 
their CAD standards and co-writing several AutoCAD books. He met his 

wife, Christine, in Oxford, England in 1973 and they share a daughter, 
Hilary, 23, and a 12-year-old cat named Daisy. Outside of work, he 
enjoys building work on his home, gardening and traveling whenever 

he gets the chance. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Rod Price: Rod is the Systems Engineering 

Supervisor and has worked at EWEB for 11 
years. Prior to EWEB, Rod worked for EPUD 

and BPA. He is the father of three kids, Jason, 
20, Tyler, 17, and Jenna, 6, and has too many 
pets to count. At work, he enjoys his role in 

helping provide power as a public service. 
Outside of EWEB, Rod enjoys listening to a 
wide variety of music, spending time with his 

family, riding dirt bikes and golfing. 
 

 

 
Tracy Richardson: Tracy has worked for EWEB for the last year and a 

half, jumping around in positions in customer service, public affairs and 
Systems Engineering where she currently works as an administrative 
assistant. Prior to working at EWEB, Tracy was the executive assistant 

for the Oregon Student Assistance Commission (OSAC), helping 
administer grants and scholarships to students in Oregon. She is 
currently working on her MBA at Northwest Christian University and 

supporting her 8-year-old son, Hayden, at Pop Warner football games. 
Go Thurston! 
 

 
 
Philip Peterson: Philip came to EWEB  

two years ago, right out of college from 
Washington State University where he 
received a Bachelor’s in Electrical 

Engineering.  Philip still makes time to 
travel to Pullman in the fall to hear the marching band and usually 
watch a really bad football game.  Since he was able to walk in a circle, 

Philip has been participating in the Scandinavian Festival in Junction 
City as a dancer.  His parents and wife, Megan, also dance.  Philip and 
Megan don’t have any children yet, but do have two cats—Afalfa and 

Buckwheat.  When not at EWEB or the Scandinavian Festival, Philip 
enjoys playing ultimate frisbee with his church friends, bache ball, 
volleyball, golf with family, or Wii by himself. 
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An exercise in cooperation 

Andy Talabere, Staff Biologist  
 
The Carmen-Smith spawning channel was constructed in 1962 in lieu of building fish passage at Trail 

Bridge Dam.  Spring Chinook salmon and bull trout, both of which are listed as threatened species, 
as well as other fish successfully spawn in the channel.   
 

After nearly 50 years, the channel needed some maintenance work.  Sand and silt had accumulated, 
reducing flow into the channel, and the grates that prevent fish from swimming upstream to the 
base of Trail Bridge Dam were damaged.  The damaged grates allowed fish to become trapped, 

preventing them from spawning. 
 
To perform the necessary maintenance, we had to first drain the channel and salvage (rescue) all 

the fish.  Approximately 65 trout and juvenile salmon were relocated either to the McKenzie River or 
Trail Bridge Reservoir. 
 

It took a great deal of equipment and cooperation to complete the project. Nine EWEB employees 
from five sections and three divisions came together, along with five biologists from the Oregon 
Department of Fish & Wildlife. Thanks to everyone who was involved. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

From left to right: Fish were rescued with nets as the channel was being drained.  The fish were then transferred to 
coolers and released in the river.  Once the fish were safely removed, the channel was drained almost completely.  
Shovel-fulls of silt were sucked out with a vacuum truck.  Some of the damaged grates needed be cut out before 
being replaced.  When the work was completed, water was released back into the canal. 

Thanks for reading Intercom. To submit comments, questions or ideas to the editor, 

click here or contact Jennifer Joule at x3397. 

mailto:jennifer.joule@eweb.org?subject=Intercom%20feedback
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Join us at the Eugene Celebration 
Kris Houston, Public Affairs Intern 
 

Volunteers are needed for this year’s water booth at the Eugene Celebration on Sept. 4, 5 and 6. 
Shifts are available between 11 a.m. and 9 p.m. Friday through Sunday. Sign up early, these shifts 

are bound to go quickly!  

 
For those of you who are Twitter savvy, check out the 
Eugene Celebration’s page at Eug_Celebration for updates 

on events leading up to the main event.  
 
To schedule a time to volunteer, e-mail Daniel Moret or 

call him at ext. 3365. 
 

 
 

Finding balance 
Mary Joy Sahara, Wellness Coordinator 
 
Some interesting new research suggests that health has much to do with balance. 

 
So what does this mean?  Think of a pie with six slices. If one slice of  
the pie is enlarged, the other pieces diminish.  Six parts of well-being in 

our lives might consist of: 
 

 Professional –our work 

 Personal – our personal and family lives 
 Emotional – our feelings and emotions  
 Spiritual – our personal spiritual beliefs 

 Physical – our exercise and nutritional habits 
 Mental – those practices that keep our minds sound 

 

The research suggests that when we make time in our lives for all six of 
these areas, there is balance and a sense of fulfillment.  When we let 
some of these become less or non-existent, we suffer in some way. If 

you’re suffering from a chronic, persistent illness, it may be your body’s 
way of telling you that you need more balance in your life. 
 

 

Credit Union news 
Sandy Harmon, EWEB Credit Union 
 
Ice cream social 

Join us at the Credit Union for an ice cream social on Sept. 8, 9 and 10. 
 
Jerry’s gift cards 

When you come in and open a new account, or add any of our services to your existing account 
(bill-pay, on-line banking, debit card, visa card, direct deposit, new loan, line of credit, CD or 

checking account), your name will be entered into a drawing to win a $30 gift card to Jerry’s Home 
Improvement Center. For every service you sign up for, your name will be added to the drawing.  
We will pick the winner on Friday, Sept. 11. 

mailto:daniel.moret@eweb.org
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Appreciations 
 
From Steve Mangan, Key Accounts Manager 

 
On Saturday morning (Aug. 8), while you were mostly likely still 
in bed, an EWEB line crew was on the job performing a critical 

maintenance task for one of our top ten electric customers, 
TrusJoist.  
 

The crew started work at 5:30 a.m. so that TrusJoist was able 
to maintain normal business operations during the workweek. 

The maintenance was expected to require six to eight hours of 
service interruption, but the crew completed the work in less 
than five.  

 
In recognition of a job well done, TrusJoist Maintenance 
Manager Pat Delaney and Key Accounts staff say thank you to 

Tavita Ma’o (Crew Leader), Chad Ekelund and Mitch Fisher (Line Technicians), and Marty Van Cleve 
(Apprentice Line Technician).  
 

 

Keeping Track 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

New hires 

Martha Harstell 
Utility Installer Trainee 

Mustapha Hakam 
Oracle Application 
Server Administrator 

Bevin Helm 
Associate Engineer 

Michael Harris 
Communication & 
Control Technician 

Bei Bei Guo 
Senior Office Assistant, WMS 

Appreciation is a wonderful thing: It 
makes what is excellent in others 

belong to us as well. 
- Voltaire 

Job announcements 
  
Director, Power Resources - open until filled 
GIS Data Programmer/Analyst – closes Aug. 28 
Water Distribution Management Technician - closes Aug. 28 

Equipment Mechanic / Trainee – closes Sept. 2 
Electric Metering Transformer Shop Supervisor – closes Sept. 2 

 
 Visit www.eweb.org or click here for the most up-to-date listing 
of job openings.  

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/eweb/default.cfm
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/eweb/default.cfm

