
0BThe Walking City Takes On A New Role 

 
 The city of Boston is opening its doors to the disabled community, inviting them 

to share in their rich history, great food, and the unique culture of New England.   

Boston has long been referred to as “The Walking City” due to the historic 

Freedom Trail Tour, America’s first and most famous walking tour.  Unknown to many 

travelers, Boston is a widely accessible city, and to change the city’s reputation away 

from this impression, Mayor Thomas Menino has declared June “Accessible Travel 

Month.”   

 To kick off “Accessible Travel Month” the Mayor is hosting a cookout at 

Millennium Park where visitors can get a tasting of local food vendors, listen to area 

bands, and receive information on Boston attractions at the information expo.  All 

activities are wheelchair accessible, and guides will be available throughout the park for 

assistance.  The goal of the event is to raise awareness in community members as well as 

raise funds for local groups working to make Boston a more accessible city.      

Local hotels are getting in on the action as well.  The Winslow Group, the head of 

many hotels throughout the Boston area, is proud of the number of accessible rooms they 

offer their disabled guests.  From roll-in showers, to TTY enabled telephones, their hotels 

offer comfortable accommodations to meet the specific needs of their guests.  Starting 

June 1, 2009, to ensure accommodations for disabled travelers are available, all hotels 

under the Winslow Group are promising to only give these rooms to guests requiring the 

assistance of accessible accommodations.   

Many hotels will fill these rooms with guests when all other rooms are full, 

whether or not specialized accommodations are needed.  This can leave last minute 

travelers requiring accessible accommodations without a place to stay, and the Winslow 

Group wants disabled travelers to know they will always have a place to stay in Boston.  

For history buffs, Boston is a must-see when it comes to great history dating back 

to the origins of the country.  Year round visitors can experience all the history the city 

has to offer in any of the amazing tours.   

 



Most famous is, of course, the Freedom Trail walking tour, which takes visitors to 

16 historical sites throughout the streets of Boston.  Most visitors aren’t aware of the 

option to use a wheelchair accessible bus to visit the famous landmarks.  Buses run at 

specific times throughout the day, so disabled visitors can experience the tour year round.  

For the month of June, the tour is adding two more buses daily to the route as well as 

providing assisted hearing devices and Braille guided maps free of charge.   

Murray Vidockler, founder and chairman of SATH, the Society for Accessible 

Travel and Hospitality, has spent a majority of his life working for accessible travel 

throughout the country and across the world.   

When asked about “Accessible Travel Month” he said, “This is well overdue for 

the city of Boston.  I have visited Boston many times in my life and have always found it 

to be a warm and welcoming city to the accessible traveling community.  It’s a shame 

more people didn’t know how accessible it was, but with Mayor Menino’s help we can 

get Boston on the accessibility map.”   

And Mayor Menino wants to do just that. 

Mayor Menino hopes that June is just the beginning for the accessible travel 

community throughout Boston.  This was not a short-term plan for the month of June, but 

a long-term plan to make community members, local businesses, and travel professionals 

interested in making Boston a more accessible city.   

“The city of Boston has a lot to share, and I want to make sure everyone gets a 

chance to experience it,” he says. 

In addition to great history and luxurious hotels, disabled travelers visiting Boston 

in June can take part in an American pastime that many fans wait a lifetime to 

experience, a visit to Fenway Park to see the Boston Red Sox home turf.  Specialized 

tours will be given for visitors with visual and hearing impairments in order for them to 

enjoy the tour at their own pace.  All tours are wheelchair accessible and accommodating 

to guests year round, however special additions have been added for “Accessible Travel 

Month.”  Tour guests will get the chance to meet a player as well as get special access to 

the home team locker room, which typically isn’t allowed during the regular season.  On 

top of the tours, Fenway Park is hosting four games in June for fans with disabilities.  



The coveted role of first pitch, national anthem, and bat boy and girl will all go to fans 

with disabilities based on entries received on the teams website.  

 Boston is an accessible travel destination year round, and Mayor Menino does 

not want to discourage travelers from planning a trip outside of June.  Boston is a great 

city with a lot to offer travelers of all demographics, and “Accessible Travel Month” is 

just one way to jumpstart the traveling community.  With funds raised and attention 

given, Boston will continue to grow as an accessible community with much to offer those 

who are interested.   

For more information about accessible travel, visit HUwww.sath.org UH.  For 

information about visiting Boston, visit HUwww.cityofboston.gov UH.   
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