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 Through civic-engagement and a focus on community service and service-learning initiatives, The Institute hopes                         
to develop civic-minded, socially responsible citizens by instilling the ability and desire                                                                    

to connect personal strengths, academic preparation, personal passion, and community resources for purposeful action.    

Did you know...? 

1.35 million U.S. children are homeless on 

any given night. 

Families with children are the fastest  

    growing  segment of the homeless  

      population. 

42% of homeless children are under the age 

of five. 

Nearly 20% of homeless children lack a 

regular source of medical care. 

Almost 1/3 of low-income families do not 

have enough money to prepare three meals a 

day. 

21% of homeless children repeat a grade 

because of frequent absence from school. 

Poverty and lack of affordable housing are 

the principal causes of family homelessness. 

For children and youth identified as  

      homeless by State Departments of  

      Education, 35% live in shelters, 34% live  

      doubled up with family or friends and 23%  
      live in motels or other locations. 

 
Statistics taken from: 

www.misd.net/homeless/statistics.htm 

What’s going on at The Institute? 

Flicks for a Cause Movie Night: ―Pursuit of Happyness‖   

Tuesday, Nov. 11, 8:30-10:30pm, Spotts Auditorium  

(Collections of socks, hats and gloves will be accepted) 

Cardboard Village: The Build: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 8:00 am—? 

The Statement: Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2pm– Thursday, Nov. 20, 2pm 

The Reflection: Thursday, Nov. 20, 1:30 pm in the Quad 

Homeless Rally: Thursday, Nov. 20, Common Hour in the Quad 

Homeless Mini Care Break:  Friday, Nov. 21-23, Pittsburgh 

City Rescue Mission:  Every Friday, 3:30-5pm 

 

Almost 750,000 people in 

the United States are    

homeless! 

Want to know more? 

National Coalition for the Homeless: 

www.nationalhomeless.org 

National Center for Homeless Education: 

www.serve.org/nche 

Homeless Assistance: www.homeless.us 

National Alliance to end Homelessness: 

www.endhomelessness.org 

NOW: www.pbs.org/now/show/305/homeless-

fact.html 

The Urban Institute:  

    www.urban.org/housing/homeless.cfm 

Solutions for America: 

www.solutionsforamerica.org 

 

What is a Cardboard Village? 

Academic departments and student organizations 

are invited to make a statement about  

homelessness by constructing and inhabiting 

cardboard houses to raise awareness  about and 

advocate for the issue of homelessness.   

 

The Institute has pre-registration packets   

available for interested groups. 
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Volunteer with 

Habitat for 

Humanity.   

Watch the Flick 

for a Cause. 

Volunteer with 

local community 

organizations 

relating to  

homelessness. 

Read about 

Homeless  

Children’s  

Education Fund. 

Participate in a 

tutoring program. 

Plan and invite 

friends to a  

potluck dinner. 

Donate  

household items 

or furniture to a 

shelter. 

Tell as many 

people as you 

can about the 

issue of  

homelessness. 

Learn about an 

organization that 

promotes  

homelessness  

awareness. 

Brainstorm ways 

to help fundraise 

money for a  

non-profit  

organization. 

Be part of The 

Build and help 

construct the 

Cardboard  

Village in the 

Quad. 

Organize your 

fundraiser (jean 

day at work, 

brown bagged 

lunch, bake sale, 

etc.). 

Advertise and 

spread the word 

for your  

fundraiser. 

 

Attend the  

Cardboard 

Village. Spend a 

night outside to 

learn about 

what it would be 

like to be home-

less for a night. 

Work with a   

local shelter to 

create a drive to 

get items needed 

for homeless 

people. 

Take fundraiser 

donations to local 

agency dealing 

with the home-

lessness issues 

facing the       

community. 

Volunteer to go 

to the City  

Rescue Mission  

(project through 

The Institute on 

Fridays). 

Plan your drive 

this week.   

Advertise and 

start spreading 

the word about 

your drive. 

Contact local 

shelter to see if 

they would  

accept items  

donated during a 

drive. 

Put your drive 

into action 

accepting non 

perishables

(toiletries,  

clothing, shoes, 

and other  

necessities). 

Read about the 

issue of  

homelessness 

that is facing 

America and the 

world. 

Take the  

donations from 

your drive to the 

local shelter that 

agreed to take it. 

Serve a  

Community  

Dinner in Butler. 

 

Go to the  

Homelessness 

Awareness 

Rally. 

Go on the  

Homeless Mini 

to Pittsburgh. 

Volunteer at the 

Lighthouse in 

Butler, PA. 

Sort items  

donated from 

your drive. 

Host your  

potluck dinner 

and share what 

you have learned 

about  

homelessness. 

Tell 5 friends 

about the issue of 

homelessness 

facing America. 

Share your story 

about how you 

have made an 

impact on home-

lessness. 

Washington City Mission 

724-222-8530 

City Rescue Mission 

412-652-4321 

HSP of Pittsburgh  

412-761-6497 

Allegheny County Bureau of Hunger 

and Housing Services 

(412) 350-4354  

Avis Arbor Women’s Shelter Washing-

ton City Mission 

724-228-1804 

Community Shelter  

Services 

814-453-5937 

Light of Life Rescue  

Mission 

412-258-6100 

Lawrence County Social Services 

(724) 658-7258  

City Mission Men’s Shelter 

 412-439-1355 

Community of Caring 

814-456-6661 

Presbyterian Church 

412-441-3800 

Community Action Program 

(724) 284-5125  

City Mission/ New Life  

Center 

814-452-4452 

East End Cooperative  

Ministry 

412-361-5549 

Safe Net 

814-455-1774 

Shenango Valley Urban League 

(724) 981-5310  

Celebs bring home the issue of homelessness 

Jon Bon Jovi has helped Habitat for Humanity build several homes, and 

tennis pro, Andy Roddick, also supports this charity. 

Actor Rebecca Gayheart-Dane and husband Eric Dane (better known as 

―McSteamy‖ on Grey’s Anatomy) support Chrysalis, a nonprofit committed 

to helping homeless individuals become self-sufficient.  Other known    

supporters include: Salma Hayek, Ice Cube, and Nicolas Cage. 

Ashton Kutcher and Demi Moore spent a week this summer building 

homes in Central America. 

A group of country artists support a Nashville-based nonprofit serving 

homeless, Safe Haven, including: Martina McBride, Deanna Carter, and 

The Warren Brothers. 


