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If the unthinkable happened, South Campus student Jason Bowman could not just stand by 

and watch. 

“If someone were to burst into my classroom with a gun and start shooting, I am going to 

fight to the death. I mean I am gonna be kicking and screaming and throwing books and all kinds 

of stuff,” he said. “But it would be a lot nicer to have my gun.” 

Texans holding state-issued concealed handgun licenses would be allowed to carry those 

weapons on the premises of Texas colleges and universities under proposals currently under 

consideration by the state legislature.  

Sen. Jeff Wentworth, R-San Antonio, who introduced Senate Bill 1164 in February, said 

students, professors and staff are defenseless and vulnerable since concealed handguns are 

currently not allowed on campuses. 

“I have no desire to wake up one morning and read in the newspaper, or hear on the radio, or 

watch on television a news report that 32 Texas college students were gunned down like sitting 

ducks by some deranged gunman, as happened at Virginia Tech, due to a state law in Texas that 

makes college kids defenseless against this type of random violence which results in needless 

tragedy,” Wentworth said in a statement. 

Licensing requirements 

Wentworth said since only Texans who are 21 years of age or older may be licensed to carry 

a concealed handgun, very few college students would be eligible to carry a weapon on campus.  

Before being allowed to carry a concealed handgun, citizens undergo training and receive a 

thorough background check, he said. 

Wentworth, a practicing attorney, said only honorably discharged or active duty military can 

receive a license to carry a handgun without regard to age. 

Texans licensed to carry concealed handguns are law-abiding, he said. 



“Out of 73,090 licenses issued in fiscal year 2008, only 348 were revoked for any reason,” he 

said. 

Wentworth also said only 5,317 people, or 4.5 percent of Texans licensed in fiscal year 2008, 

were age 21-25, the age group most likely to be in college.  

The bill, referred to the Senate Committee on Public Affairs March 13, has not yet had a 

hearing in the Senate. 

However, House Bill 1893, a similar bill, introduced by Rep. Joe Driver, R-Garland, which 

allows private universities to set their own concealed carry policy, was approved by the House 

Committee on Public Safety April 8 and will move on to the full house. 

Opponents discuss safety 

Not all students and faculty agree with the proposals. 

The student government and the faculty organization at the University of Texas at Austin 

passed resolutions recently to keep handguns off campus.  

In a statement released by the Washington-based Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, 

John Woods, the University of Texas graduate student who wrote the resolution, said college 

campuses are already safe places to learn. 

“Guns on campus would make students less safe, not more. The highest rate of suicide is in 

the college student age group, and one in six students have mental illnesses,” said Woods, who 

graduated from Virginia Tech three weeks after the 2007 shooting took the lives of several 

friends. 

The movement against campus carry legislation is growing on the Internet. 

Students for Gun Free Schools, founded by Virginia Tech students and family members of 

those who were killed, has more than 12,000 members according to its Facebook page. 

Brian Hickey, director of the anti-gun group, said in an e-mail that forcing college campuses 

to allow concealed carry handguns on campus brings with it a high risk. 

“With the exception of recent, high-profile college shootings, America’s universities remain 

safe sanctuaries for learning,” he said. “We believe the exclusion of guns reflects this, namely 

the low homicide rates on campuses.” 

According to the organization’s Internet site, a Department of Education study found the 

homicide rate in 1999 at America’s colleges and universities was 0.07 per 100,000 of enrollment. 

That compares with the overall homicide rate in the United States, which was 5.7 per 100,000 

persons that same year, and 14.1 per 100,000 persons ages 17 to 29.  



Hickey said no evidence proves that concealed carry permit holders would deter suicidal 

shooters from attacks on college campuses. 

“To the extent that they could provoke firefights with such individuals in crowded college 

classrooms and create additional mayhem, they might even seek out such confrontations,” he 

said. 

Students here mixed 

TCC students are divided on the issue. 

NE Campus student Matthew Tillery, who served in the Navy for six years, said he would 

not feel comfortable sitting in a classroom next to somebody with a concealed handgun. 

“I think the average gun owner is not trained the same way as the police or the military. If 

there was a shooting, innocent students would be in the crossfire,” he said. 

Bowman, a firefighter/emergency medical technician planning to go to medical school, said 

concealed handgun license holders are not “punk kids” to fear, but most are professional people 

who want to defend themselves and their families. 

“These people want the same right to defend themselves as they currently have everywhere 

else and no invisible line of a gun-free zone is going to change the way they act,” he said. “That 

same invisible line isn’t going to mean a thing to a criminal either.” 

Bowman, campus leader for Students for Concealed Carry on Campus, a national 

organization of students, professors, college employees, parents and concerned citizens, said 

concealed handgun license holders in Texas are allowed to carry almost anywhere already. 

“The primary point to take from this is that if there was a problem carrying a weapon into a 

crowded public place, like a college campus, it would have showed up by now in other crowded 

places like movie theaters and malls,” he said. 

Other states with campus carry 

State laws have allowed licensed students to carry concealed handguns at all public 

universities in Utah since 2006, at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colo., since 2003 

and at Blue Ridge Community College in Weyers Cave, Va., since 1995. 

David Kelley, campus leader of the pro-carry organization at Colorado State, said in an e-

mail that no instances of abuse by anyone legally carrying concealed on his campus have 

occurred since it was permitted several years ago.   

“No one can say for certain that any campus is safer with concealed carry.  We do know for 

certain that it evens the odds between those bent on harm and those who wish to protect and 

defend,” he said. 



Kelley said although many would argue that campus police are there to protect students, the 

police arrived too late in the case of Virginia Tech and the University of Northern Illinois. 

“Having trained individuals who are in the building evens the odds of stopping such 

devastation,” he said. 

Bowman and other Texas concealed handgun license holders may get their wish.  

Wentworth’s press release said 10 of 31 state senators have signed on as co-authors of the 

bill and nearly one-third of the House support Driver’s bill. 

“Each time the Texas Legislature considers any concealed handgun bill, opponents claim that 

the bill’s passage will return Texas to the wild, wild West,” he said. “Although sincere, their 

concerns have not proven to be correct.” 

Bowman said no one would notice any changes at TCC if the Legislature passes the bill. 

“That’s the idea. They have to be concealed,” he said. “Even if nobody exercises the right to 

carry on campus, at least it’s no longer a target to criminals looking for a gun-free zone so that 

they know their victims will be unarmed.” 

 


