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Wed., Oct. 7   .  .  .  .  .  . 70º/66º   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Showers
Thurs., Oct. 8  .  .  .  .  . 87º/70º   . Isolated t-showers

Fri., Oct. 9  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73º/53º   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .T-showers
Sat., Oct. 10   .  .  .  .  .  . 66º/50º   .  .  .  .  . Few showers

Sun., Oct. 11  .  .  .  .  .  . 70º/54º   .  .  .  .  .  .Partly cloudy
Mon., Oct. 12   .  .  .  .  . 74º/54º   .  .  .  .  .  .Partly cloudy

Tues., Oct. 13  .  .  .  .  . 72º/58º   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sunny
                              Weather forecast courtesy www.weather.com
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TCC flu task force officials, still unsure 
about the arrival date of the H1N1 flu vaccine, 
continued making preparations for a possible out-
break, determining a priority system of immuni-
zation administration similar to guidelines set by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Depending on the amount of H1N1 flu vac-
cine the college receives, Bill Lace, interim vice 
chancellor for administrative and community ser-
vices, said faculty and students in health-related 
programs who rotate to clinical or patient-care 
sites would be immunized first.

Pregnant faculty, staff and students would be 
next, then those who are at risk because of exist-
ing medical conditions.

Faculty, staff and students living with chil-
dren under six months old would receive the im-
munizations next, followed by faculty and staff 
who are less than 24 years old, Lace said.

All others would be next. However, Dr. 
Woody Kageler, influenza task force coordina-
tor, said in an e-mail that it would be prudent for 
those in the last group to make other arrange-
ments to obtain the H1N1 vaccine.

“Right now, there is no mention of the gen-
eral population although we all believe there will 
be sufficient vaccine later in the year or perhaps 
early next year to immunize everyone,” he said.

“The only exception to this is that TCC will 
not be immunizing children. Our focus will be 
on our employees and students in the priority 
groups.”

In a Sept. 23 e-mail, Lace told instructors to 
develop a plan to communicate with and assist 

After graduating from high school, some 
students can’t wait to get out on their own and 
be free of their parents’ rules. 

However, with that newfound freedom 
comes newfound responsibilities. If students 
aren’t ready for those responsibilities, they 
might be on their way back to their parents’ 
houses — and not just for a visit.

A common name for people who move 
out of their parents’ houses and then move 
right back in again is boomerang kids or the 
boomerang generation.

South Campus student Larry Douglas 
knows firsthand about being a boomerang kid 
and how not being ready to move out can be 
hazardous.

“I moved out at 17 and had a new refresh-
ing, liberating feeling. The money started get-
ting tight, and that responsibility of paying 
your own bills if you are not ready for it will 
sink you down,” he said.

Douglas said he thought he was ready to 
live on his own, but he wasn’t. Then the bills 
started getting behind.

“An eviction notice will really set reality 
in,” he said. “My mama wouldn’t never evict 
me. 

He said the transition back to his parents 
took away his newfound freedom. 

“I was used to having people come over 
all the time and coming in the house when I 
wanted,” he said. 

Douglas said that type of stuff wouldn’t 
fly with his parents. After moving back with 
his parents for a while, he learned from his 
past and now is back on his own.

“I took my time getting back ready, so 
now I’m on my own again and more pre-
pared,” he said.

NE Campus student Josh Hamilton said 

TCC is currently seeking students to participate in its 
newest recruitment campaign. 

The district marketing and public relations department 
is producing a districtwide recruitment video and needs 
energetic, outgoing students to participate. 

“Students will appear as extras and placed in the 
background as needed,” said Cacy Barnard, coordinator of 
public information services, public relations and market-
ing.

Also, preselected students will be interviewed sepa-
rately speaking about their TCC experiences. Faculty and 
staff picked the pre-selected students.

The shooting is scheduled to begin Oct. 13 on SE 
Campus. The camera crew will next shoot on NW Campus 
Oct. 14 and NE Campus Oct. 15. South and Trinity River 
campus shoots will be Oct. 26 and 27. Shooting times are 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

 “A designated faculty or staff member on each cam-
pus is coordinating the schedules and can be contacted for 
more details and specific times,” she said. “It is very im-
portant that students who volunteer to participate show up 
at least 15 minutes before the time they sign up. Filming 
will be on a tight schedule.”

Barnard said students can sign up as their schedules 
allow, but should be available for at least an hour at a time. 
Those who wish to participate for longer periods of time 
may do so.

The dress code will also be strictly enforced.
“Students should dress appropriately in casual wear. 

Nice jeans or pants and nice tops such as Polos are appro-
priate,” she said. “TCC apparel is also welcome.”

Cut-offs, tank tops, baggy and revealing clothing will 
not be permitted nor clothes with brand logos and graph-
ics.

Students who do not follow the dress code will not be 
allowed to participate. 

— Gary Collins

Target groups recommended 
to receive the H1N1 influenza
vaccine include:
•	 Pregnant women
•	 Household contacts and caregivers for chil-

dren younger than 6 months of age
•	 Health care and emergency medical services 

personnel
•	 All people from 6 months through 24 years 

of age
•	 People 25 through 64 years of age who have 

health conditions associated with a higher risk 
of	medical	complications	from	influenza.

Source: Tarrant County Public Health

Campuses prepare for H1N1 flu vaccine
After first county death, 
Tarrant health officials 
help brace others for flu
By STEvE kNighT
editor-in-chief

Extras wanted:
Students needed 
for campus video

Trinity River Campus: Colleen Fitzpatrick at 817-515-1192 
NE Campus: Paula Vastine at 817-515-6456 

NW Campus: Yvonne Duque at 817-515-7315
SE Campus: Nita Haliburton at 817-515-3595

South Campus: Monica Bettle at 817-515-4737

For more information, 
students should contact student activities

‘Boomerang kids’ try going home again

By MONTrEal SpENcEr
south news editor

he went to work and moved out because he 
liked his freedom. He chose to quit his job and 
go back home to focus on school.

“It was a weird and nostalgic feeling see-
ing all the changes to the house since I’d been 
gone. I felt like I did when I was younger, but 
I definitely liked being on my own better,” he 
said.

Hamilton moved out of his parents’ house 
again after living there for a year and a half to 
get that freedom he once had, and he still goes 
to school.

South student Amy Norwood was living 
the independent lifestyle working retail mak-
ing decent money, but her dad always wanted 
her to go to school.

“My dad would always offer to pay for 
everything if I moved back home and went to 
school,” she said. 

The deal sounded too good to pass up, so 
she took it.

“Living with your parents is nice, but they 
get somewhat of a control over your life,” she 

said. “It’s nice being around my family again, 
but I can’t do some of the things I would like 
to do, like go over my boyfriend’s house late 
at night without telling them.”

South student Melyssa Ross says she 
moved back with her mom to help her out, and 
it has been a big transition from living on her 
own.

“At first, it sucked,” she said. “I’m used 
to being out late, and now I can’t bring friends 
over in the middle of the night and continue 
the party or club.”

She said her mom is always bugging her, 
but since it’s her house, she has to follow her 
rules.

“She lets me do what I want to do for the 
most part, but I still have to answer to some-
body,” she said.

Ross said living with her mom is not all 
bad.

“I like having the extra money and not 
having to pay rent, electricity, water or cable. 
And my mom cooks!” she said.

South Campus student Amy Norwood goes over her textbook with her father. Students 
have been moving back home to cope with the expenses of living on their own.

Montreal Spencer/The Collegian

Students learn living 
away during recession 
not as good as it seems

students who may have prolonged absences.
Lace told instructors to use CampusCruiser as-

signments or e-mail attachments to handle missed 
exams and class work because of illness.

“Include a statement concerning the necessity 
and responsibility of students staying in touch via 
CampusCruiser e-mail,” he said. “Announce this 
plan two to three times in class to students.”

Administrators informed students by an an-
nouncement on CampusCruiser Sept. 28 that health 
officials were currently treating all flu cases as 
H1N1 flu.

To protect TCC staff and students and to at-
tempt to monitor the location and extent of flu at 
the college, officials developed an illness report-
ing form on the Web site at http://www.tccd.edu/
FluReporting, the statement said.

Although voluntary, it is important that stu-
dents document the absence and notify the college 
through the reporting form on the Web site, espe-
cially with H1N1 flu, Lace said.

Tarrant County Public Health and Fort Worth 
ISD confirmed that 14-year-old Chloe Lindsey of 
Benbrook died at an area hospital from the H1N1 
virus after seeing a doctor earlier in the week.

“TCPH continues to aggressively monitor the 
incidence of seasonal and H1N1 flu in our com-

munity,” a Sept. 29 statement from the health 
department said. “We will continue to communi-
cate with the medical advisory committee that we 
established earlier this year and other partners in 
the medical and public health community.”

As of Sept. 19, county health officials said 23 
patients required hospitalization.

County health officials said ways to fight 
the flu include keeping hands clean, covering the 
mouth with a sleeve when coughing and sneezing, 
avoiding touching the eyes, nose or mouth, avoid-
ing close contact, staying at home when sick and 
getting vaccinated for both strains of flu.

TCC officials recommend purchasing a ther-

mometer to monitor body temperature.
According to the government-managed Web 

site flu.gov, the symptoms for all flu are some-
what similar and include fever, cough, sore throat, 
runny nose, body aches, headaches, chills and 
fatigue.

Some H1N1 sufferers reported vomiting and 
diarrhea in addition to the other symptoms.

The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion recommended on its Web site that patients 
should stay home until they are free of fever 
above 100 degrees, or signs of fever, for at least 
24 hours without fever-reducing medication.

For more, go online to collegian.tccd.edu

Seasonal flu shots are currently being administered on TCC campuses. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention lists symptoms including fever, cough, sore throat, body aches and chills.

Brian Koenig/The Collegian


