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TCC says no more butts May 27 

by Steve Knight 

managing editor  

A new policy that bans tobacco use on all campuses takes effect May 27, the first day of the summer term, 

administrators announced Thursday. 

In the announcement, Dr. Bill Lace, executive assistant to the chancellor, said the ban includes all campus 

grounds, buildings of any facility and all TCC-owned vehicles. 

“ This also applies to spaces leased by the college,” he said. “Use of tobacco products is permitted in private 

vehicles provided any residue is retained within the vehicle. ” 

An educational campaign, prepared by campus directors of health services, will provide materials and other 

assistance to individuals who may want to quit tobacco use, he said.  

The TCC Board of Trustees voted to approve the new policy April 16.  

Administrators expressed a desire to keep the new Trinity River Campus in a pristine condition, causing the 

urgency in implementing the policy.  

“ One of the hallmarks of the new campus is wellness,” said Trinity River Campus President Tahita Fulkerson at 

the meeting. 

The announcement did not say how the ban would be enforced. 

Students are divided on the issue between improving health and taking away personal freedoms. 

“ I am a non-smoker and have been for six years, but I did smoke for 25 years previously,” NE student Lisa 

Phillips said.  

“ I think it would be sending a good message to go totally smoke-free on campus. Who knows, it might even help 

someone quit or keep someone from starting.”  

Already in the process of quitting, student Daniel Burns said the district should not force students and faculty to 

trek to their cars to smoke. 

“ If you want smokers to stand away from doorways and major walkways, then give us a covered area where we 

can smoke, out of the weather regardless of how hot or cold it is, rain or shine,” he said. “We’d be out of the 

doorways, and non-smokers could avoid us if desired because, let’s face it, smokers are not going to stop just 

because a ban is implemented, forcing them to smoke off-campus. ” 

Burns said the announcement of a tobacco survey, which was available on CampusCruiser April 2-6, was placed 

so close to the deadline for the completion of the survey that it did not reflect a real sampling of students on 
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After a board action April 16, smoking is banned on any TCC 

property starting May 27. Student reaction has been mixed as 

some approve of the ban while others say there are better 

options than prohibiting smoking altogether.  

 

 



 

 

campus.  

“ Clearly, the survey questioning input was done in such a way as to exclude the majority of students,” he said.  

TCC is not the first Texas campus to implement a tobacco-free policy.  

San Antonio College, part of the Alamo Community College District, chose to phase out smoking on campus over 

an academic year.  

According to a press release, smoking on campus was restricted to specified areas in 2004 and completely banned 

beginning in the fall 2005 semester. 

Alvin Community College in Alvin, Texas; San Jacinto College South Campus in Houston and Texas State 

University’s Round Rock Campus are also tobacco-free. 

Others schools, such as McLennan Community College in Waco allow use in designated outside areas only, and 

students at Dallas Community College District campuses are allowed to smoke outside buildings. 

When the new policy is implemented, Burns and other smokers will be concerned with how long they can go 

without fulfilling their smoking habits during a long day of classes. 

“ Sure, we as smokers have made a decision somewhere in our lives to smoke,” he said. “But, like any other 

addict, take away our drug and we get rather distracted and cranky.” 
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