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  Of all the challenges SIUE student Sherry Hellmann has faced as a village trustee in 

Worden, Ill., she said her biggest challenge yet is her campaign for re-election. 

      "It's pretty intense," she said. “There are three positions open and seven people are 

running.”  Hellmann didn’t campaign last term but she is campaigning hard this time around.  

The current campaign will provide a new experience for Hellmann. For the first time, there will 

be a candidate forum at Worden Elementary School on March 29.     

     Because of all the competition, she has spent her own money in the hopes of defeating 

the other candidates.  A Worden village trustee makes only $1200 a year for their services.  

Hellmann has almost spent that already on her campaign efforts.  

     Hellmann basically will be offering her services for free if re-elected.  "I feel I do 

everything in the interest of the town,” Hellmann said.  “I want to see the town succeed and 

prosper." 

     Hellmann, an 11-year resident, said Worden was stagnant and nothing was ever 

changing, so she decided to get involved.  She has seen some major changes for Worden since 

she was elected to the board in 2005.  The board updated ordinances that had gone unenforced 

since 1970.  For instance, violations for trash and stalled cars left in yards were enforced. 

Hellmann said she “definitely wants to see the town cleaned up more" even though the efforts to 

improve the town have attracted some negativity. 
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     The challenges that she faced when trying to make improvements to Worden were only 

minor setbacks.  Hellmann said the Worden police officer didn’t like to serve the violations.  The 

board has considered asking a neutral party, like Madison County to serve the violations instead.  

     Another challenge she faced was dealing with hard feelings caused by the violations 

enforcement.  With ordinances not being served for so many years, the residents became irritated 

when violations were actually given. Hellmann said she is often blamed for these violations, 

even though it has improved the town.  An anonymous complaint about Hellmann even 

circulated and eventually made its way back to her.  Hellmann didn’t let the complaint affect her 

too much. She said that if you get involved in politics, you cannot be thin skinned “because 

people like to talk about you.” 

     As a trustee, Hellmann has tried to represent the citizens of Worden.  Worden, 

incorporated on Oct. 22, 1877, only has the population of 1,000. While working as a trustee in 

such a small town, Hellmann said she really has tried to be mindful about any decisions she 

makes.  She has to be careful not to make choices that would upset too many people, which 

could potentially affect her husband’s business, Worden Lumber Co.         

 One of her goals for Worden is to improve its overall image.  Hellmann doesn’t want 

people to view Worden as a little podunk town anymore. There has been a $9 million investment 

made in Worden Elementary School and Worden is now part of the Edwardsville School 

District-#7.  Worden has also received a government grant of $300,000 to redevelop its town 

                               More                                                                                                                    



Souers 

Village Trustee Sherry Hellmann 

Page 2 

 

park.  Because it will be the only park of that kind in the surrounding area, Hellmann said that 

the new park will really help make Worden more appealing.     

 In her last four years as a trustee, Hellmann, 27, has brought fresh ideas and a fresh 

attitude to the board.  At this time, she is the only female and youngest member on the board.  

She said that she is definitely looked at differently because of her age and gender and has worked 

hard to overcome certain misconceptions about her.                                                                                                     

 Being on the board has actually been very exciting for Hellmann. Her relationships with 

her colleagues are good.  There are, however, two people on the board that she doesn't always 

agree with.  This has caused a little friction at times, but she has remained upbeat to counteract 

any added tension.  Hellmann said that when you are involved in town politics, you “need to be 

as positive as you can be.”  She also said the council has to work together or nothing will ever 

get done.              

 She has decided to campaign with Thad Duhigg.  People are responding positively to 

their door to door campaigning.  She would not comment on her exact chances of being re-

elected, but said, “I think we are a winning team.”  Their slogan: “Continue the Progress.”                                                                       

   Hellmann is studying mass communications at SIUE.  She plans to continue a career in 

radio or television.  Between work, school and her family, Hellmann has several things to 

balance.  She decided to add the trustee position to the mix because “the people running would 

take the town back” and stop the progress she has worked hard to achieve.   
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