
Layla Souers 

March 31, 2009 

City Council Meeting         

 

 

 

To move forward with the ongoing restoration efforts of downtown Collinsville, the City 

Council approved $175,000 in TIF (Tax Increment Financing) funds to expand Café Ventana.  

  The council voted unanimously for the owners, Dr. Gurpreet Padda and Ami Grimes, to 

receive bids that will enable them to build new additions to the unfinished restaurant.  The first 

payment of the tax increment financing district funds will be $100,000 and the second will be 

$75,000.             

 The construction is set to begin in April 2009.  It is expected to be a four month process.  

The restaurant should be open the end of summer.  Café Ventana will be located at 115 E. Clay 

St. in Collinsville, Ill.           

 The owners also run the Café Ventana in St. Louis, Mo.  Community Development 

Director Paul Mann said the owners will try to recreate that same type of laid back bistro in 

Collinsville.  The owners intend to add a chocolate and coffee shop to the restaurant.  The 

additions will make Café Ventana seem like a "cross between a Starbuck's and Willy Wonka and 

the Chocolate Factory,” said Mann.           

 Mayor John Miller said that Cafe Ventana will be a great asset to the downtown area 

because it will generate new business.  Café Ventana will be “popular among visitors and 

residents,” said Miller.  He said Collinsville has a history that residents are proud of so it is 

important to retain the visual history of the downtown area as well.      
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The owners also want to offer an outdoor seating area and live entertainment such as jazz 

combos.  Councilwoman Nancy Moss said that she was familiar with the Café Ventana in the 

Central West End.  “I think it's really going to be a good thing to anchor West Clay Street,” Moss 

said.             

 To encourage more business, the owners of Café Ventana plan to provide parking in the 

rear of the building.  They are in the process of getting grants for this project.  

In other business council: 

 Held a moment of silence for former Mayor Stan Schaeffer, who died a year ago 

 Acknowledged the "Pick A Church-Any Church" campaign signs, placed in front yards, 

to promote church attendance 

 Approved payroll in the amount of $472,809 

 Reappointed member Freeman Hopper to the Police Pension Board 

 Awarded a bid and contract for water line materials to Schulte Supply in the amount of 

$30,828  
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