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The year in  
oregon sports

Few outside of Oregon volleyball 
coach Jim Moore knew how good Mar-
icic was when the season started, but by 
seasons end it was clear the 6-foot-3 out-
side hitter was one of the top performers 
in the Pac-10 Conference. The soft-spo-
ken Maricic, who seldom liked to draw 
attention to herself, grabbed the spot-
light with her powerful swing and large 
impact on Oregon’s matches. 

She topped Oregon with 616 kills 
— more than 200 past the next closest 
teammate in Sonja Newcombe, who had 
397. Maricic led the Pac-10 — the coun-
try’s top volleyball conference — with 
6.07 points and 5.5 kills per game. For 
her efforts, Maricic become the second 
player in Oregon history to earn All-
American honors with Sue Harbour be-
ing the other in 1984. Maricic was also 
named to the All-Pac-10 Team.

Maricic set multiple Oregon single-
season records. She accumulated 679.5 
total points, 5.5 kills per game and 6.07 
points per game.

Few really expected the Ducks to  
return to the Elite Eight after losing Aaron 
Brooks, but people expected more from a 
team that returned four starters from its 
deep NCAA tournament run.  The up-and-
down season wore on Oregon fans, who 
saw the Ducks’ ability to compete with 
the Pac-10’s best teams but continued to 
flounder when the game was on the line in 
the final few minutes. If it were nearly any 

other year, the season would be consid-
ered a mild success, but the expectation 
weighted on the shoulders of Malik Hair-
ston, Bryce Taylor and Maarty Leunen 
demanded more. While there were nu-
merous reasons for the underwhelming 
season: no real point guard, spotty de-
fense and a lack of senior leadership/ag-
gressiveness, the real reason was no one 
could offset Brooks’ departure. 

Winning Oregon’s first team national champion-
ship in 20 years is a sure-fire way of getting named 
the Emerald’s 2007-08 team of the year. The men’s 
cross country team went through the season un-
defeated and was ranked number one most of  
the season.

The Ducks, led by juniors galen Rupp and 
Shadrack Kiptoo-Biwott, repeated as Pac-10 and 
West Region champions. They dominated the 
NCAA Championships in Terre Haute, Ind., from 
start to finish, scoring 85 points to defeat Iona (103) 
and Oklahoma State (180).

All five scorers — Rupp, Kiptoo-Biwott, Di-
ego Mercado, Kenny Klotz and Daniel Mercado 
— earned All-American honors, the most in the 
program’s history.

The championship was the University’s first since 
the women’s cross country team won in 1987.

The men’s cross country team won Oregon’s first NCAA team title in 20 years. The Ducks’ top five runners all earned All-American honors in defeating Iona 85 points to 103.

team of tHe year : MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

WOMEN’S MVP  
 gORANA MARICIC

Jarod oPPerman | Photo Editor

gorana Maricic emerged as one of the 
best players in the Pac-10 for the Oregon  
volleyball team last fall. 

cHristin PaLazzoLo | Photographer

The men’s basketball team finished its season 18-14 (9-9 Pac-10 Conference). The Ducks lost in 
the first round of the NCAA tournament to Mississippi State.

Jonathan Stewart had a number of 
fine performances as a Duck, including 
a 251-yard, two-touchdown performance 
at Washington, but none was more  
impressive than in the Sun Bowl.

Stewart eclipsed his performance at 
Washington, rushing for 253 yards, a 
Sun Bowl record, and one touchdown in 
helping the Ducks’ 56-21 romp the South 
Florida Bulls. It was the ninth highest 
rushing total in bowl history and pro-
pelled Stewart to the upper echelon of 
NFL draft status.

It was even more impressive consid-
ering that the Bulls defense, which was 
considered one of the best run-stopping 
units in the country, knew the Ducks 
were going to run, with freshman Justin 
Roper at quarterback, but Stewart ran the 
ball all day while the ill effects of his turf 
toe injury lingered.

BEST INDIVIDuAL 
PERfORMANCE  

JONATHAN STEWART,  
SUN BOWL

Jarod oPPerman | Photo Editor

Jonathan Stewart rushed for more than 250 
yards in a game twice in 2007, once against 
the Huskies and then in the Sun Bowl.
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BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT   
MEN’S BASKETBALL
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