
The following are letters that I wrote regarding public health and health finance policy to 

constituents of Congressman John D. Dingell.  I also did all of the research and wrote the first 

draft of the editorial published here: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rep-john-d-dingell/why-

health-care-cant-wait_b_165823.html 

 

 

 

Because of your previous unemployment concerns, I wish to draw your attention to 

provisions in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that expand Consolidated Omnibus 

Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA), or health insurance through your previous employer.  
  

           Due to the economic crisis facing our country, Congress has recently acted to provide 

COBRA premium assistance as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The 

assistance is provided by a 65% subsidy for COBRA continuation premiums for up to 9 

months. This subsidy also applies to health care continuation coverage if required by states for 

small employers. With COBRA premiums averaging more than $1,000 a month, this assistance 

is vitally important. To qualify for premium assistance, a worker must be involuntarily 

terminated between September 1, 2008, and December 31, 2009. The subsidy terminates upon 

offer of any new employer-sponsored health care coverage or Medicare eligibility. Workers who 

were involuntarily terminated between September 1, 2008, and enactment, but failed to initially 

elect COBRA because it was unaffordable, would be given an additional 60 days to elect 

COBRA and receive the subsidy.  To ensure that this assistance is targeted at workers who are 

most in need, participants must attest that their same year income will not exceed $125,000 for 

individuals and $250,000 for families. The Joint Committee on Taxation estimates that this 

provision would help 7 million people maintain their health insurance by providing a vital bridge 

for workers who have been forced out of their jobs in this recession.  
  

           Finding affordable health insurance and determining eligibility for assistance programs 

can be a complicated process. Families USA has produced a consumer guide that can aid in this 

process. The guide can be found on the web at http://www.familiesusa.org/assets/pdfs/getting-

covered.pdf and it provides advice and step by step instructions for finding affordable coverage.  

More information on continuing health care benefits under COBRA can be found on the U.S. 

Department of Labor website at http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/health-plans/cobra.htm or by 

contacting the Department of Labor toll free at 1-866-444-3272. I hope you find these resources 

useful.  

 

Again, thank you for being in touch. For news on current federal legislative issues, please 

visit my website at www.house.gov/dingell; you can also sign up there to receive my e-

newsletter. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me again if I may be of assistance 

with this or any other matter of concern. 
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Thank you for your letter regarding funding for the Medicare Advantage program. I 

appreciate hearing from you on this matter. Making sure that not only my constituents, but all 

seniors are properly covered by and informed about Medicare has been one of my top priorities 

in Congress since helping to create Medicare in 1965.  
  

Medicare Advantage is the program through which private plans participate in Medicare 

and was created under the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 (MMA), legislation which I 

opposed.  Some Medicare beneficiaries choose to enroll in Medicare Advantage rather than 

traditional fee-for-service (FFS) Medicare because of the option to be covered by additional 

services, such as dental care, that are not available through FFS. However, according to reports 

by the Congressional Budget Office and others, Medicare Advantage raises costs to the Medicare 

beneficiaries not enrolled in such plans and also increases the net costs for Medicare.  
  

This specific issue is addressed in a bill I introduced on July 24, 2007—H.R. 3162, the 

Children’s Health and Medicare Protect (CHAMP) Act.  H.R. 3162 passed the House on August 

1, 2007, by a vote of 225-204.  One provision of the bill would keep overall costs to Medicare 

down.  Other provisions include requiring that beneficiaries are properly educated about 

Medicare Advantage plans, improving beneficiary protections, and developing better quality care 

data to reduce disparities in health care for racial and ethnic minorities.  
  

I am proud the House passed H.R. 3162 and that the Senate passed a companion bill. 

Unfortunately, the bill was vetoed by President Bush on October 3, 2007. I will continue to 

support legislation to fix the negligent aspects of the Republican-crafted MMA.  I intend to work 

closely with the new Administration, as well as Chairman Waxman and our colleagues in the 

Senate to ensure that we achieve this goal in the 111th Congress.  It is very important to me that 

Americans receive the health care they need and deserve.  

 

 Again, thank you for being in touch. For news on current federal legislative issues, please 

visit my website at www.house.gov/dingell; you can also sign up there to receive my e-

newsletter. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me again if I may be of assistance 

with this or any other matter of concern. 
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Thank you for contacting me with regard to international family planning programs. I 

always appreciate hearing from constituents.  
  

You will be pleased to know that I am a strong supporter of the United States Aid for 

International Development (USAID) and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) family 

planning programs, and other programs that are not only effective foreign policy tools, but are of 

great humanitarian benefit.  The world is interconnected economically, socially, and politically; 

the U.S. can no longer separate itself from the rest of the world and pursue a path of 

unilateralism.  I believe the United States can have a profoundly positive impact on the condition 

of human life in all corners of the globe. By funding international family planning programs, 

men and women receive valuable information and assistance about contraception and sexually 

transmitted diseases.  These efforts reduce unplanned and unwanted pregnancies, as well as the 

need for abortion services.  Furthermore, such services lower the transmission rate of disease and 

help reduce the world’s heavy demand on our natural resources.  
  

 I am particularly concerned about the spread of AIDS in poor areas of the world, and 

have supported past legislative efforts to assist in managing this problem.  The AIDS epidemic in 

Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia is a danger to health everywhere, including the United States. 

While Sub-Saharan Africa accounts for only one-tenth of the global population, 70 percent of 

individuals with AIDS globally live there.  Asia is the world’s most populous region; it is also 

the region experiencing the highest number of new AIDS cases.  AIDS seriously jeopardizes the 

economy and security of Africa and Asia. Like you, I believe that family planning programs are 

a cost effective way to avoid the spread of HIV. 
  

The UNFPA and USAID provide important information and services to improve 

women’s health worldwide.  As a staunch believer that all women should receive affordable, 

high-quality health care, I believe the United States should support these important programs. 

Funding for these programs will provide safe pregnancy and delivery services for poor mothers, 

work to prevent teen pregnancy and make it easier for families to feed, clothe, educate and 

provide health care for their children. You may rest assured that I will continue to fight for 

increased funding for international family planning programs like those carried out by USAID 

and UNFPA. 

 

Again, thank you for being in touch. For news on current federal legislative issues, please 

visit my website at www.house.gov/dingell; you can also sign up there to receive my e-

newsletter. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me again if I may be of assistance 

with this or any other matter of concern. 
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Thank you for contacting me in regard to fracture prevention and osteoporosis testing. I 

always appreciate hearing from constituents. 

  

           As you know, Representative Shelley Berkley (D-NV) plans to introduce a bill that directs 

the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to set minimum payment amounts for testing 

bone mass to assess the risk of fracture and the extent of damage from vertebral fractures. The 

bill also directs a study to determine the extent to which these new benefits are used by 

beneficiaries. 

  

           Osteoporosis remains an overlooked health issue which Medicare will need to devote 

more resources to in the decades to come.  As you know, it is estimated that more than half 

of America’s over-50 population has osteoporosis or low bone mass.  As the Baby Boomer 

generation ages, the costs associated with the condition will only worsen; osteoporosis fractures 

are expected to increase by 50 percent over the next 20 years. As Chairman Emeritus of the 

Energy and Commerce Committee, I will take your comments into consideration as my 

colleagues and I shape the panel’s health care agenda. 

 

 Again, thank you for being in touch. For news on current federal legislative issues, please 

visit my website at www.house.gov/dingell; you can also sign up there to receive my e-

newsletter. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me again if I may be of assistance 

with this or any other matter of concern. 
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