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Physical Resources added au-
tomatically locking doorknobs 
this week to deter would-be 
thieves.

“After the locks were changed, 
I [felt] a lot better and a lot 
more secure, but I still feel very 
uneasy and that a lot more can 
be done,” Adams said. “I think 
that they should have security 
cameras outside the dorm and 
in the parking lots, and I think 
that there is still a lot to be 
done.”

Russell has heard the calls 
for more security cameras, but 
insisted that installing enough 
cameras to keep watch over 
the whole campus would be 
cost-prohibitive, and might 
result in a tuition hike for 
students.

“Unlike bigger state schools, 
we don’t have a high-rise 
dorm,” Russell said. “We’ve 
got 13 dorms spread out across 
campus. Putting cameras in 
every one of those is a huge 
undertaking.” 

For Searcy Hall Residence Life 
Coordinator Desiree Byrd, the 
timing of the Searcy break-ins 
raised the most concern.

“It was very scary to me to 
think it could’ve happened 
while we were here, based on 

the timing of some events,” 
Byrd said. 

Slatton said a lack of com-
munication between Residence 
Life staff like Byrd and the deans 
proved frustrating for her and 
her suite.

“I felt like the least they 
could do was have a meeting, 
a dorm meeting and say, ‘This 
is real, this happened. Think 
about it before you walk off and 
leave your door open,’” Slatton 
said. “And [they should] tell us 
what’s going to be happening, 
because it ’s like they’re too 
scared to put up a camera, 
because people are going to 
start asking, ‘Why does that 
need to be there?’ Well you 
know what? Things happen. 
Harding is not Utopia. People 
can get in here.”

However, Russell said students 
feeling secure was among Public 
Safety’s top priorities.

“We recognize that’s a real 
problem,” Russell said. “And we 
have a lot of things we put in 
place to make sure that we’re 
accomplishing both: that they 
really are safe and feel safe. And 
when we have young ladies 
coming to me and coming to 
our office and saying they don’t 
feel safe, I take that very, very 
seriously.”

Russell said student fears 
about the recent rise in theft 
opening the door to more 
serious problems such as as-
sault are understandable, but 
unfounded.

“In this situation, whoever got 
into the dorm got in intentionally 
when the girls were not there,” 
Russell said. “This person wasn’t 
looking for a confrontation. They 
were looking for merchandise, 
for stuff.”

Russell said young women 
should also look for “safety in 
numbers,” and that assault and 
other issues can be avoided 
through this concept.

“While the ladies are there, 
they’re in the dorms, they’re 
watching for each other, they 
see each other, that idea. That’s 
a fact,” Russell said. “There 
really is safety in numbers … 
those aren’t things that we say 
to scare people.”

Russell said that Public Safety 
has been working closely with 
the Searcy Police Department 
since the thefts were reported 
and is currently following leads. 
Citing university policy, Rus-
sell would not release records 
related to the investigation. 

Searcy police did not respond 
to requests for the records by 
press time.

Theft: Public Safety chief says calls for dorm cameras 
heard but cost-prohibitive for widely spread campus
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“Someone would ask a ques-

tion,” Tate said, “and he would 
stop in mid-question and say, 
‘Wait. What’s your name?’ He 
was everyone’s favorite.” 

Jay Russell was another direc-
tor the group met. Russell, who 
started his career in Arkansas by 
directing park and tourism com-
mercials for the state, has directed 
major motion pictures like “My 
Dog Skip”, “Tuck Everlasting”, 
“Ladder 49” and “Waterhorse”. 
Sophomore Dillon Maurer said he 
was impressed with this humble 
beginning.

 “It’s inspirational to know 
that there are some people from 
small towns that went out there 
and made it,” Maurer said.

James said one of his favorite 
encounters was with Brian Reynolds, 
an ASC Director of Photography 
who is credited for the innovative 
“off-tripod” camera movement, a 
technique that is still popular in 
most productions, while serving 
as Director of Photography for 
“NYPD Blue”. 

Visiting Emmy Award-win-
ning actress Valerie Mahaffey was 
of special interest to some of the 
Broadcast Journalism students. 
Mahaffey is known for starting 
her career in “Northern Exposure” 
and has also appeared in many top 
television shows such as “E.R.,” 
“Law and Order,” “Seinfeld,” 
“Desperate Housewives,” “CSI” 
and others. 

Along with meeting Hollywood 
professionals, students were able 
to visit leading communication 
production companies. Electronic 
Media Production students were 
especially excited to visit the CGI 
producer Hammerhead Produc-
tions facilities, where they were 
given a special studio tour. 

Students were also able to tour 
Sony Pictures’ studios, which are 
a block away from the historic 
Culver Hotel where the HUH 
group lodged for the week. 

The Culver Hotel is known for 
housing Hollywood stars such as 
Marilyn Monroe, John Wayne 
and the Munchkins from “The 
Wizard of Oz.” A visit to EA 
Games was an exciting excur-
sion for video game enthusiasts 
in the group. They toured the 
company’s building and were 
given an employee discount on 
EA games while there. 

Pepperdine also welcomed 
the communication students to 
their campus, allowing them to 
use their classrooms for meetings 
with some of the writers. They 
were introduced to Christian 
grad school opportunities near 
Hollywood in communication 
fields at Pepperdine and Act One. 
Sophomore Logan Skidmore said 
he was appreciative of these schools’ 
goals of “trying to influence Hol-
lywood from the inside out,” by 
training directors and producers 
with a Christian attitude. 

The HUH students returned 
with optimism for their future 
careers in the communication field. 

Tate reiterated his appreciation 
for the meeting with Shadyac 
by recalling the story of how 
Shadyac’s family pushed him 
during his youth to pursue a career 
in law. Shadyac was determined 
to work with his creativity and 
succeeded in following his pas-
sion by becoming a prominent 
Christian director. 

Students were refreshed by the 
Christian influence they found in 
mainstream Hollywood.

“It’s comforting to know that 
there are Christians in the industry, 
and it’s not all ‘evil,’” junior April 
McCall said. 

Aaron plans to visit Harding 
during the first week of March, 
and arrangements are being made 
for his reception and a screening 
of his movie “Crazy Joe.” James 
credits the trip’s success to Aaron’s 
determination.

 “The course would not have 
been possible without [Aaron’s] 
help,” James said. “We hope to 
take another group back to Hol-
lywood in the near future.”

CLASS: Experience with directors and studios inspires

The goal of the change is 
to allow the students a greater 
opportunity to concentrate 
and succeed in the particular 
upper level course offered that 
semester. 

Since ComT303, Play 
Production, is now being 
offered every other semester, 
current juniors, who originally 
planned to take it in 2010, the 
spring of their senior year, 
now have to wait until the 
fall of 2010 to complete the 
required course; this means 
they would have to stay an 
extra semester.

After the course changes 
were announced and the con-
flicts were discovered, students 
immediately approached the 
theater faculty for solutions 
and suggestions.

 “If someone was planning 
to graduate before fall of 2010, 
they [would] possibly need to 
take the class [Play Produc-
tion] as an independent study,” 
Mary McBride, a junior theater 
major from New Jersey said. 
“[The independent study] 
would involve the reading of 
[a] book, and then a major 
assignment, such as being a 
part of a production team for 
a main stage show.” 

Even though the changes 
have caused concerns, Dr. Morris 
Ellis, a longtime professor in 
the theater department, said the 
reworking of the schedule, as a 
whole, was long overdue. 

 “Over the years we [have] 
added new courses or modi-
fied the amount of hours or 
content of existing courses 
but had not restructured the 

overall balance of courses each 
time a new course was added.  
This restructuring is to give 
all students a balanced course 
load each semester.”  

This reworking was not 
only prompted by the general 
need, but by the addition of the 
Theater Appreciation course 
which affected class rotation 
and faculty availability. 

The changes in the theater 
department’s schedule have 
caused conflict in many of 
the current junior’s graduation 
plans, however most are cur-
rently seeking out solutions or 
have formed a plan that works 
well for their schedule. 

“[The department] is com-
mitted to solving the problems 
the change has created on a case 
by case basis,” Lynn said. 

It is a comfort to know 
that as Harding is continu-
ing to strive for excellence in 
each individual department 
through courses additions 
and changes, the Harding 
faculty is no less striving to 
help students succeed and 
reach their goals of graduation, 
hopefully on time.

Theater: Faculty strive to help

By RACHEL DENZIN
student reporter

“Jesus walked around in this 
area; He did ministry in this 
place. I am speechless,” senior 
Scott Taylor wrote about his time 
in Nazareth with the Harding 
University in Greece program.

Conflicts in Greece and Israel 
have caused schedule changes to 
the HUG program.

The director of HUG, Tim 
Brinley, said one change being 
made to the program this semester 
is meeting with the Greek/Russian 
assembly in the morning instead 
of at night on Sundays. This will 
make meeting with the church 
safer and less threatening than 
going in the evening.

“Another change this semester 
was to combine the Israel and 
Egypt trips into one, including 
a cross-Sinai tour and spending 
more intensive time in Cairo,” 
Brinley said.

Although there is obvious 
evidence of the conflict in 
Greece, there is a general feeling 
of safety by all who are involved 
with HUG.

“When we were touring in 
Athens, Mr. Brinley pointed 
out several areas affected by 
the rioting,” sophomore Caitlin 
Sober said. “But I feel very safe 
because I know that our direc-
tors are making sure that we 
don’t go anywhere that is too 
dangerous.”

Harding officials are taking 

the proper precautions in order 
to keep HUG students safe.

“Harding is a part of the 
Overseas Security Advisory 
Council, a Federal Advisory 
Committee that gives daily 
briefings of conflicts anywhere 
in the world,” Assistant to the 
Dean of International Programs 
Janis Ragsdale said.

If there is a possibility of 
concern in an area where Hard-
ing students are, the “appropriate 
measures are taken right then and 

there” in order to maintain the 
safety of the students, Ragsdale 
said. Also, there is a Security 
News tab on the International 
Programs page on Harding’s Web 
site that is updated regularly. 
Anyone interested in the status 
of the HUG program can view 
this page at any time. 

“The Gaza war has caused us to 
cancel the Israel trip and return to 
a fuller Egypt program,” Brinley 
said. “We have also combined 
the Northern Greece trip and 

the Mediterranean cruise into 
one longer trip.”

Although there are changes 
to the HUG program this se-
mester, the riots in Greece and 
fighting in Israel are not stopping 
Harding students from soaking 
up this once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity.

“This seems to be a great group 
to do some of these experiments 
with,” Brinley said. “[The group 
is] flexible, with great attitudes 
and a spirit of adventure.”

Violence in Greece, Israel forces 
changes in overseas program

“[The department] 
is committed 
to solving the 
problems the 
change has created 
on a case by case 
basis.”

Britton Lynn
theater department 

faculty
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Graffiti adorns a building in Athens, Greece as a result of recent rioting. Students at the Harding Univer-
sity in Greece program have not been exposed to violence, but the schedule had to be adjusted.

By PENELOPE CRONK
student reporter

After a nationwide salmonella scare, Hard-
ing University has taken provisions to keep 
the student body safe by removing all peanut 
butter products from the campus. 

“It ’s just a precaution we’re taking,” 
George Strachan, Retail Manager of food 
services, said.

Cisco is Harding’s main supplier, and they 
have assured the safety of their products; even 

so, Harding’s peanut butter is being kept in 
storage until more conclusive evidence can 
be discovered.

All of the products containing peanut 
butter have been removed, which has been 
a more difficult project than just taking the 
Jif off the shelves. Crackers and different 
granola bars that contained peanut butter 
were also removed.

There is no predicted date for the return 
of the peanut butter, but it will return when 
all is clear.

Bacteria creates health scare


