
by BILLIE PIETERS
student reporter

H a r d i n g  U n i v e r s i t y ’s 
American Studies Institute is 
starting its 2009 Distinguished 
Lecture Series with political 
humorist, economist and actor 
Ben Stein. Stein will speak at 
Harding University’s Benson 
Auditorium Feb. 10 at 7:30 p.m. 
A book signing will follow. 

Director of the American 
Studies Institute Bob Reely 
booked Stein through the 
Young America’s Foundation. 
The YAF has been inspiring 
thousands of young people 
to advance conservative ideas 
during their school years and 
throughout their lives using 
their campus lecture program. 
Speakers with the YAF include 
Dinesh D’Souza, Karl Rove and 
Ann Coulter.

Stein’s topic has not been 
revealed. 

“Whatever he chooses to 

talk about means that he feels 
like that is what’s important,” 
Student Association President 
Michael Crouch said. 

It is possible that he will 
be speaking about his latest 
movie “Expelled: No Intelli-
gence Required.” The film was 
the number one documentary 
of 2008.  

“He’s Ben Stein. He can 
talk about anything he wants 
to,” Reely said.

“Expelled” addresses con-
troversies defining the cur-
riculum in America’s schools, 
universities and institutions of 
science and our government’s 
role in it. Stein interviews 
many scientists on both the 
Darwinist and the Intelligent 
Design sides.

Throughout the documentary, 
scientists express their views 
on the creation of life. Neo-
Darwinist supporters believe 
that life is a result of a random, 
purposeless process. This is what 

is taught in some 
U.S. schools as 
the only scientific 
explanation of how 
life originated. 

This  docu-
mentary gave the 
Intelligent Design 
theory a chance 
to challenge the 
Neo-Darwinian 
theory. 

Many scien-
tists, researchers 
and educators 
who go public 
on their views 
of creation are 
pun i shed  and 
often fired. 

S i n c e  t h e 
release of “Ex-
pe l led , ” many 
people have signed 
the Academic Freedom Peti-
tion supporting the freedom of 
speech and scientific inquiry 
in the classroom. Returning 

the freedom of speech to the 
classroom gives the theory 
of Intelligent Design and 
other theories the right to 
be taught. 
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Senior catcher Ryan 
Moody is a key returner 

for the men’s baseball 
team this season.
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SPORTS

Ben Hughes, handler of the weather-predicting groundhog 
Punxsutawney Phil, holds Phil in the air after removing 
him from his stump at Gobbler’s Knob on Groundhog Day, 
Monday, Feb. 2, 2009, in Punxsutawney, Pa. The Groundhog 
Club said Phil saw his shadow and predicted six more weeks 
of winter.
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Groundhog Day

by KYLIE AKINS
student reporter

The Harding Chorus will 
be performing Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony with the 
Arkansas Symphony Or-
chestra in Little Rock Feb. 
28 at 8 p.m. and March 1 
at 3 p.m.

Continuing a musical 
relationship more than 
a decade old, the chorus 
will participate in one of 
the ASO’s last pieces in its 
Masterworks Series.

The chorus and ASO 
have a connection that 
benefits both students and 
the organization.  

“It is good for our students 
because they get to perform 
these great masterworks in 
a wonderful circumstance,” 
Dr. Cliff Ganus, director of 
Chorus and Chamber Sing-
ers, said.  

The chorus has been 
rigorously training for the 
performance on a daily basis 
since the beginning of the 
spring semester. 

 “It’s a very difficult piece,” 
freshman Derek Molina said. 
“But we’ve put a lot of hard 
work into this performance, 
and it’s already starting to 
sound great.”

This symphony was a 
harmony of Beethoven’s life 
work, with evidence of his 
plans for the piece found 
from very early in his career. 
When he discovered Friedrich 
Schiller’s poem “The Ode 
to Joy” in 1793, Beethoven 
immediately desired to put 
it to music. It was his last 
symphony, completed in 
1824, only three years before 
his death.  

Ganus described the 
symphony as “a song that 
was composed in the af-
termath of the American 
and French Revolutions, at 
the breakdown of the great 
empires and monarchies, in 
the wake of Rousseau who 
proclaimed that all of us 
were of one brotherhood, 
the natural man.”  

This revolutionary compo-
sition is spectacular in many 
ways, especially considering 
that Beethoven was completely 
deaf by the time he composed 
it. The Ninth was the first 

symphony to incorporate a 
chorus, and its length, more 
than an hour long, was much 
longer than most works of 
that time.

At the premiere of the 
symphony, Beethoven at-
tempted to give the orchestra 
a tempo. However, the con-
ductor instructed them to just 
ignore the deaf composer. At 
the end of the performance, 
the contralto, Caroline Unger, 
saw that Beethoven was still 
conducting and turned him 
around to face the cheering 
audience.

David Itkin has been 
conductor of the ASO for 
16 years. He is credited with 
expanding the orchestra’s 
audience by introducing 
casual opportunities to enjoy 
the orchestra. He created 
the “Blue Jeans at the Sym-
phony” night and “Classics 
Go Pop,” which includes a 
segment where the audience 
can participate by playing 
“Name that Tune.”

The Harding Chorus is 
one of six choruses singing 
with the orchestra, including 
choruses from the University 
of Arkansas, Hendrix College, 
Lyon College, Ouachita Baptist 
University and Henderson 
State University. Harding’s 
adjunct oboe instructor, Gerry 
Gibson, is also involved with 
the performance as a principal 
oboist for the ASO.

 The Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra’s performance of 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
is preceded by Milhaud’s “La 
Création du monde, Op. 81.” 
It recounts the African legend 
of the creation of the world 
through music with strong 
jazz influences. 

The concert will be held in 
the Robinson Center Music 
Hall in Little Rock. Student 
tickets will be available an 
hour and a half before the 
performance for $6.

Chorus to 
perform with 

symphony

by JORDAN BAILEY
assistant copy editor

Zeta Pi Zeta, the newest female 
social club, signed their charter 
Jan. 27. The signing of the charter 
was the latest step in a process 
that began in August. 

The conception of this club 
has gone through many phases. 
The original constitution was 
drafted Aug. 31 with a proposed 
name of Nu Zeta Epsilon, but 
the group did not want to be 
confused with other clubs.

“We didn’t want to interfere 
with anybody else’s name too 
much,” Jennifer Gibson, secretary 
of Zeta Pi Zeta, said.

Gibson said the members 
wanted to avoid mimicking any 
other clubs’ names or character-
istics. Another potential name 
was Theta Chi, which means 
helping hands, but that name 
is used by a national fraternity. 
Gibson said all names had to be 
typed into Google to prevent 
future copyright problems. 

According to Gibson, the 
current name was a derivative 
of a suggestion made by David 
Collins, Vice President and Dean 
of Students. Collins suggested 
Zeta Phi Zeta, the name of a 
disbanded Harding club, but 
that name is now claimed by a 
national sorority, so the name 
became Zeta Pi Zeta.

Gibson was overseas at 

HUF this fall, but she has been 
involved since her return this 
semester. 

“There’s a lot more thought 
that goes into it than most people 
think,” Gibson said.

Logan Sheets, president of 
Zeta Pi Zeta, said she became 
involved with the process last 
fall when CAB Director Corey 
McEntyre and senior Coleman 
Yoakum told her of the need for 
a new girls’ club, and decisions 
about details were made by major-
ity vote. Sheets said the process 
differed from her expectations, 
and some of the decisions were 
difficult to make.

“Perhaps the most difficult 
part was satisfying everyone’s 
opinions concerning the big 
issues, such as the club’s name 
and colors,” Sheets said.

Zeta Pi Zeta’s colors are teal 
and champagne with scarlet 
details, and the club hymn is 
“Father God.” The club symbol 
is the fleur de lis, the flower is a 
tulip and the verse is Romans 
15:5-6. The club motto is “Bound 
by faith and love; grounded in 
service.”

“I would like for people to 
know that Zeta Pi Zeta is a 
great group of girls,” Sheets 
said. “We are very interested 
in playing active roles in the 
communities of both Searcy 
and Harding. And we are taking 
pledges in the fall.”

New girls club 
signs charter

by SARA SHABAN
student reporter

College is often viewed as 
a venue where our futures are 
created through our dreams. 
But what is to be said of our 
past and the effect it has had 
on who we are and where we 
are going?

Junior Pete Davidson is 
one of the many students on 
campus who dared to make his 
dreams a reality even before he 
walked onto campus. Davidson 
made his way up and down 
ramps alongside great names 
in the skateboarding indus-
try. Becoming a professional 
skateboarder and competing 
in some of the world’s most 
intense competitions at just 17 
years old, Davidson shared what 
his experience has meant and 
how it inspired him to write 
his very first book.

Davidson said he first fell in 
love with skateboarding when 
he was 12 years old and he saw a 
skateboard in the store and that 
it just made sense to him. For 
the next six years, he dedicated 
everything he had to the sport. 
Davidson’s grandparents lived 
in California, more than an 
hour away from what he calls 
the Mecca of skateboarding. In 
Encinitas, Calif., the YMCA was 
where every professional vert 
skateboarder had hit the ground 

skating. When he was 12 years 
old, Davidson went to visit his 
grandparents for the summer, 
and every day his grandfather 
drove him an hour and a half to 
the infamous skatepark. Every 
pro-skateboarder Davidson 
came to know, he met at this 

park (including the most well- 
known skateboarder in the 
industry, Tony Hawk). 

Between the ages 12 and 
14, Davidson would go out to 
his California ramp every day 
where sponsors would watch 
his improvement. Sponsorships 

began with a few boards here 
and a few shoes there, and it 
wasn’t until bigger packages 
started arriving at his house 
that Davidson realized that 
his audience found him to be 
more than an amateur.
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Junior writes of skating career

“Our students ... 
get to perform these 
great masterworks 
in a wonderful 
circumstance.”

Dr. Cliff Ganus
director of chorus and 

chamber singers

Pete Davidson pulls a frontside slob air at a skate park in Encinitas, Calif., in 2005. Davidson first 
learned to skate in Ecinitas at age 12 while visiting his grandparents for the summer.

Beethoven’s ‘Ode to Joy’ to be 
sung with full orchestra, five 
other university vocal groups

Ben Stein to speak on campus
Actor, economist to be spring semester’s first ASI lectureship speaker

by CAROLINE DAMRON
student reporter

Changes are happening con-
stantly on campus: new students, 
new programs, new cafeteria food, 
even new buildings. Sometimes, 
however, the older things on cam-
pus need a little revamping. The 
Reynolds Center for Music and 
Communication is undergoing a 
minor change: a new hallway is 
being added. The hallway is being 
made to provide much-needed 
accessibility for music majors. 

“Before the hallway, instru-
mentalists had to go through 
the band hall in order to get to 
their instruments,” sophomore 
Austen Jenkins said. “The prob-
lem with this is … if there was 

a rehearsal going on in the band 
hall, the instrumentalists would 
have to interrupt whatever was 
going on.”

With the addition of the 
hallway, students will be able to 
get their instruments from the 
storage room without interrupting 
rehearsals. The hallway will go 
from the main hallway directly 
into the storage room.

“Since most of the interior 
walls in the Reynolds are purely 
cosmetic, this hallway can be 
built without much interfer-
ence to the rest of the building,” 
Jenkins said. 

Although the hallway is 
simple, it will allow for smoother 
days in the music section of the 
Reynolds.

New hallway added 
to music building

Actor, economist and political humorist Ben 
Stein will speak Feb. 10 at 7:30 p.m.


