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CAMPUS LIFE

by NICK MICHAEL
student reporter

He swaggers. He whoops. He 
dresses like the Fourth of July. 

He also saves you money on 
your taxes. 

Known to friends and pass-
ers-by as “R.C.”, Rich Cambron 
is the official “waver” for Liberty 
Tax Service at the intersection of 
Beebe Capps Expressway and South 
Main Street in Searcy, Ark. Now 
waving for his second tax season, 
Cambron has received accolades 
from all angles, most notably 
from Liberty Tax’s corporate of-
fices as Arkansas’ “2008 Waver of 
the Year.”

Star-spangled and sun-baked, 
Cambron sizzled with energy even 
indoors. 

Wearing a Captain America 
baseball jersey and red and white 
pinstripe pants, he removed a pair of 
shamrock sunglasses before explain-
ing his amazement at his status as 
a minor Searcy celebrity. 

“I can’t go out of state,” Cambron 
said. “People know me. They say, 
‘You’re the waver.’”

Still, he does more than merely 
wave. Cambron knows how to put 
on a show. 

“I do the strut like Ric Flair, and 
I’ll do the twirl,” he said. “It’s like 
a hurricane spin. Last time they 
timed me it was four minutes, and 
I never fell down. Not yet.”

Corporate “waver” judges were 
impressed. In addition to honors 
as the “Waver of the Year,” Liberty 
Tax awarded Cambron a hat and 
a barbeque grill set.

“I was surprised when a guy 
from corporate came down and 
said, ‘I have a surprise for you,’” 
Cambron said, remembering the 
day he received the award. “I was 
speechless.”

Motorists have felt the same at 
times, but their horns and sheep-
ish grins speak for themselves. 
Every now and then someone 
whoops back.

“My first reaction is to smile,” said 
junior Sara Shaban, who frequents 
the intersection. “When you look 
around at the people in the other 
cars, they’re all smiling. Everybody 
secretly enjoys him.”

Cambron, who claims to have 
elicited 1,500 honks in a day, makes 
more than noise for his Liberty Tax 
location. Manager Brad Cooper 
said he believes his tax center owes 
as much as 25 percent of their 
business to Cambron, whom he 

said is a model employee.
“The worst complaint we have 

on him is that when it starts raining 
and lighting outside, he don’t want 
to come in,” Cooper said. “He’s a 
grown man, you know. We’ve told 
him to come inside, but he stays 
out there and works.”

Cambron said he is hunting 
something besides the honors or 
the attention. He said it makes him 
feel good to brighten someone’s 
day with a whoop or a twirl. No 
red-lit Searcy intersection has 
ever felt so like an audience, and 
sometimes Cambron gets a little 
feedback.

“I have kids that come up and 
hug me,” Cambron said. “And it 
makes a good feeling in my heart, 
cause I have kids also.”

Cambron’s stories from this tax 
season alone have involved him 
signing 300 kids’ shirts, making a 
stoic widow smile, receiving lem-
onade from a group of Harding 
girls and completing a freestanding 
back flip.

“I had horns from north, south, 
east and west,” Cambron said. “And 
they was honking for at least five 
minutes.”

With Cambron on the corner, 
Searcy can’t help but smile back.

Local tax service ‘waver’ wins state-wide award
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Liberty Tax Service’s official “waver” Rich Cambron tries to attract attention to draw customers to his 
employer. Cambron was honored as Arkansas’ “2008 Waver of the Year”.

by KYLIE AKINS
student reporter

When Jacob was 12 years 
old, he and his brother were 
abducted. He was given a gun 
and made a soldier for a cause he 
did not understand and promised 
death if he fled from the army. 
When their abductors caught 
Jacob’s brother attempting to 
escape, he could only watch 
as they slit his brother’s neck 
with a machete.

“I saw,” Jacob said. “I try to 
cry, but they said that when I cry, 
they are going to kill me.”

Today, now free from his 
kidnappers, Jacob lives in 
fear, wondering if they might 
find him and kill him. He will 
never experience the comfort 
of security that most children 
enjoy. 

For 23 years, the Lord’s 
Resistance Army, Ugandan 

rebels lead by Joseph Kony, 
has utilized child abduction 
to form an army against the 
government and terrorize 
neighboring countries. In 2005, 
three U.S. filmmakers formed 
an organization called Invisible 
Children to raise awareness and 
inspire action on behalf of the 
abducted children.

Invisible Children’s founders, 
Jason Russell, Bobby Bailey and 
Laren Poole, first encountered 
the LRA on a trip to Africa 
in 2003. In the documentary 
produced during this visit they 
told stories, including Jacob’s, 
and expressed their shock 
concerning the situations they 
saw there. 

During the past 20 years, 
approximately 30,000 children 
have been abducted by the LRA, 
with about 3,000 captive child 
soldiers in the current army. 

see RESCUE page 3a

‘Rescue’ event 
to help make 

children visible

by SARA SHABAN
student reporter

Hundreds of Searcy locals 
went out to Berryhill Park 
Wednesday, April 15, with tea 
bags in hand. Named after the 
Boston Tea Party, the Searcy Tea 
Party was part of an American 
Family Association-sponsored 
event to send Capitol Hill the 
message that they do not want 
anymore bailouts. 

The Searcy Tea Party brought 
together citizens of White and 
Claiborne counties who agree 
that the government is not only 
overspending but overtaxing as 
well. But it was not only locals 
protesting the stimulus bill. In 
1,700 other cities across the nation, 
more people had tea parties in the 
name of small government.

Flags and signs saying things 
such as “Taxation is another word 
for Depression” were posted all 
over the park with a large box for 
tea bags nearby. Later, the group 
divided up the tea bags to send to 
each state representative. People 
sat in lawn chairs to listen to six 
speeches from various speakers 
scheduled to talk about their 
opposition to the bill. 

see TEA page 3a

by BLAKE MATHEWS
news editor

With final exams looming 
closer every day, students at 
some universities are counting 
on a break from school to give 
them time to pull all their notes 
together. Commonly referred 
to as “Dead Week,” whether it 
lasts a few days or all week, the 
break can be the last calm before 
a fierce academic storm.

Harding students will observe 
Dead Week next week, though 
they may not realize it. Classes 
have never been cancelled in 
the week before finals, a fact of 
life at Harding that some are 
saying might be in students’ 
best interest.

Dr. Marty Spears, Assistant 
Vice President of Academic Af-
fairs, has worked at Harding for 
nine years, during which time he 
has heard Dead Week brought 
up repeatedly. The week is still 
dedicated to study and prepara-
tion for finals, he said, even if 
classes are held and projects are 
due. Though some have suggested 
giving students extra time to 
study by cancelling classes, the 
idea has not gathered enough 
momentum among Harding’s 
leaders.

“I don’t think everybody is 
convinced that time would be 

spent studying necessarily, be-
cause a lot of times people will 
wait ‘til the very last minute,” 
Spears said.

Some members of the Academic 
Leaders Committee, a group of 
roughly 50 deans, department 
chairs and key officials on campus, 
are in favor of giving students 
a break. Junior Drew Dell said 
he would not mind a few free 
days added on to the weekend 
before finals.

“If you plan and manage your 
time well, you still have to kill 
yourself during Dead Week,” 
he said. 

A nursing major, Dell said 
he has seven tests during Dead 
Week.

Junior Matt Lewis, an engi-
neering major, has two projects 
due next week: He must con-
struct an operable robot and a 
microprocessor. Neither he nor 
Dell said they noticed much of a 
difference between Dead Week 
and the rest of the semester.

“It’s actually busier for me,” 
sophomore Meg Dalafave 
said. 

Dalafave, a music major, has 
two concerts and a test waiting 
for her next week, with her 
most difficult final scheduled 
for Monday.

Dean of Student Services 
David Collins said he recognizes 

that students are not getting a 
break before finals, but Dead 
Week earns its title because it 
is “dead socially.” 

“It’s a week that we want to 
focus strictly on wrapping up 
classes and preparing for finals,” 
he said. 

Social club activities, includ-
ing functions and meetings, are 
not supposed to be held from 
April 27 to May 1. No concerts 
are scheduled on campus, either. 
Collins said that Harding has 
minimal influence over intercol-
legiate sports, which are scheduled 
in advance by the Gulf South 
Conference, but he “strongly 
encourages” student athletes to 
avoid games if they can help 
it. Spears reiterated that social 
club meetings “really shouldn’t 
take place,” but he said he was 
not sure how rigidly that rule 
would be enforced.

Lewis said that the extra-
curricular cancelations do not 
bother him.

“We don’t go to them anyway, 
pretty much,” he said. “You’ve 
got to study, got to finish all 
your projects.”

Other schools share Harding’s 
position on not cutting classes 
from the schedule, though stu-
dent workloads may be lighter 
for that week. 

see DEAD page 3a

‘Dead week’ sometimes too 
lively for students’ tastes

Bisons for Christ
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Heston Wingfield, a member of men’s social club Sub-T 16, scrapes rust off a basketball goal at Sydney Deener Elementary School April 
22 as part of Bisons for Christ. During this event Wednesday, groups from Harding participated in service throughout the community.

‘Tea party’ 
thrown to 
protest tax

A dedicated teacher

The 2009 Petit Jean yearbook is dedicated to communica-
tion professor Dr. Jack Shock in chapel Thursday, April 23. 
Shock has been a favorite of students since he began teach-
ing at Harding in 1986.
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