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Do you have extra books you’d like to get rid of?

Let us sell your books for you 
and send you a check!
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E-mail us for details: myxomato.books@gmail.com

Buying & selling books, CD’s, DVD’s, & other miscellaneous items.

also uses eBay.com® & Alibris.com®
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A biochemistry major at 

Pepperdine University, senior 
Linda Ehlig said her school has 
always had class during Dead 
Week, but professors were asked 
not to give tests. 

“The professors didn’t really 
follow it, so we don’t have a 
dead anything anymore,” she 
said. 

Pepperdine eventually decided 
to remove the restriction on 
tests right before finals. 

“The only difference really 
is that you can’t get mad if you 
have a test during Dead Week,” 
Ehlig said.

Some Harding students, 
although admittedly in need 
of a break, are not upset about 
working and testing through 
the week. Lewis said he was 

wary of losing class days, as “a 
lot of teachers fall behind as 
it is, and so they need all the 
days they can get.” Extra days 
would likely need to be added 
to the calendar to compensate, 
he said, and that would delay 
his trip home.

Lewis and Dell said they 
both agreed with Spears, saying 
that many students would not 
dedicate any new free time to 
preparing for finals, anyway.

“They might even try to go 
and take a little road trip and 
come back, and then really try to 
study after that,” Dell said.

Dalafave said she would not 
mind a day or two off, but that 
she was not comfortable with the 
idea of classes being cancelled 
for all of Dead Week, as is done 
at some universities.

“I think the whole week off 
might actually be a bad thing, 
because then you have an entire 
week between the last day of 
classes and your test, which is 
enough time to forget things,” 
she said.

Collins and Spears both 
acknowledged that procrasti-
nation and adding days to the 
calendar were both reasons to 
keep students in class until the 
end, but they mentioned another 
factor. According to Collins, the 
end of each semester sees a rise 
in “mischievous” activity in the 
dorms and around campus.

“That’s also a time where, 
sometimes … students make 
some pretty serious mistakes 
with regard to our code of 
conduct,” Collins said. “Even 
without having some days off 

there seems to be free time that 
gets used by students in a way 
that’s not healthy.”

Dalafave said she could see 
Collins’ point, but she believed 
that it would be against the 
nature of Harding students to 
turn destructive in their extra 
free time.

“I think there would be a few 
more problems, yes,” Dalafave 
said. “But I don’t think Harding 
would suddenly explode.”

Though Dead Week at many 
universities sees more classrooms 
sitting empty, students here take 
the schedule in stride. They know 
that, when the work is done, it 
is done until the fall.

“You just get through it 
and know, after that one week, 
you’ll be able to go home and 
rest,” Dell said.

DEAD: Students want to avoid too many days off, go home earlier instead
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Children traveling f rom their 

homes into villages to hide, packing 
into the basements of large buildings 
or abandoned structure to prevent 
being abducted by the LRA, known 
as night commuting, was a common 
occurrence they saw in Uganda. 

These children who are abducted 
into the LRA are forced to commit 
acts of violence without hesitation. In 
the Invisible Children documentary, 
International Criminal Court’s lead 
prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, 
spoke of a boy and the violence he 
was forced to commit when he was 
a member of the LRA. Once the boy 
was made to throw a baby in a river 

simply because the mother was walk-
ing too slowly. He burned a family in 
their home and murdered many more 
during his captive service.

“They transformed this beautiful guy 
into a monster, and of course something 
cannot return,” Moreno-Ocampo 
said in the documentary. “Something 
cannot go back to normal.”

Since Invisible Children’s founding, 
it has initiated programs that have 
attempted to spark the government’s 
involvement in a solution to Kony’s 
violence. On April 25, the Rescue 
Event sponsored by Invisible Chil-
dren will be held in 100 major cities 
across the world to raise awareness 
and continue to encourage global 

government to pursue a solution to 
the Ugandan crisis. 

Harding students have become 
aware of this movement and now form 
a large majority of the participants in 
the Little Rock event, even taking 
responsibility for the organization of 
the gathering. The activities involved 
in the Rescue Event will symboli-
cally represent the abduction of child 
soldiers.

The first meeting site will be where 
the students are “abducted” and leave 
behind pictures, marking themselves as 
“missing” people. They will then walk 
to the “LRA camp,” a site a mile to 
three miles away, where they will stay 
for the night until they are “rescued.” 

To be rescued, two qualifications must 
be met: coverage by an approved media 
outlet and attendance of a pre-deter-
mined cultural or political leader.

Freshman Kayla Ross became 
a major organizer for the Invisible 
Children movement on campus in 
early March and has now been given 
the responsibility for the entire Little 
Rock Rescue Event. Ross said Chris-
tians have a responsibility given by 
Scriptures to the weak and abused.

“A lot of that is overlooked until 
it’s too late, and so many people have 
died,” Ross said. “I think people forget 
that we live in the same world. Invis-
ible Children acts on the power of 
the people to bring awareness. They 

realized the only way they could bring 
recognition to what was going on in 
Uganda is to use the people.”

Ross and others involved with 
Invisible Children said they hope 
the Rescue Event will bring much-
needed attention to the plight of 
child soldiers.

“It’s like we’ve failed the children 
because we are there to protect the 
children, and we didn’t,” Angelina 
Atyam, a mother of an abducted 
child, said in the Invisible Children 
documentary. “Every minute that 
ticks away, a child is dying; a child is 
being injured; a child is starving to 
death. I want to see their faces and 
know our children are alive.”

RESCUE: Rescue event designed to raise awareness, encourage action to save captured Ugandan children
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Among these speakers were 

Dr. Cheri Yecke, former Secre-
tary of Education and political 
science professor at Harding, 
White County Judge Michael 
Lincoln and College Republicans 
chairman Nicholas Horton. 

There were waves of ap-
plause and nodding of heads as 
many folks cheered against big 
government and against elected 
leaders straying away from the 
founding fathers’ original intent 
for America. The idea that the 
government is out of touch 
with what American citizens 
want and, more importantly, 
need was a consistent message 
among all the speakers.

Yecke gave a history of the 
founding fathers and what 
they envisioned for America 
in order to illuminate the in-
tent of the Constitution. Her 
speech supported her belief 
that the people of Searcy need 
to be informed about what the 
government can and cannot do. 
Yecke made the parallel between 
what is happening within the 
government today and the story 
of King Josiah when the child 
king discovers the scrolls and 
comes to find that the people 
have not been following the 
word of God. Yecke said she 
hopes American citizens are 
on the same road. 

“I hope that this [tea party] 
serves as a networking oppor-
tunity so that people who are 
concerned with these issues 
can come together,” Yecke said. 
“This is definitely a grassroots 
movement.”

Often, with protests come 

petitions, which were abundant 
at the event. Jacque Martin, the 
State Coordinator for Arkansas 
Patriots, had petitions set up 
against the 912 project next to 
T-shirts listing the qualities that 
make up a “true American.” 

“There are a list of questions 
that our government needs to 
answer, and if they can’t answer 
them, they need to undo legisla-
tion,” Martin said. 

The tea party attendees stayed 
out until 6:30 that evening in-
forming local citizens, regardless 
of party, where they feel the 
government is going. Another 
speaker and 2010 city council 
candidate, Derek Glover, said 
that this event was not about 
political parties. Glover said 
people who tend to lean to the 
left on issues like gay marriage, 
abortion or immigration are 
coming out to protest overtaxing 
and overspending. 

“It’s not about Republican 
or Democrat ... it’s about it not 
being OK for the government 
to take our money and use 
it in reckless abandonment,” 
Glover said.

TEA: Harding professor links 
national situation to Biblical story

by RACHEL DENZIN
student reporter

 
A new project will soon 

change Harding’s cafeteria. 
According to Aramark Retail 

Manager George Strachan, 
Aramark is in the beginning 
stages of redesigning the front 
of the cafeteria, (the area with 
the drink machines and sitting 
bar), in order to better utilize 
the area.

Student Association President 
Michael Crouch brought up the 
idea for the redesign during an 
SA meeting with Aramark. The 
problem of wasted space by the 
drink machines was suggested as 
one needing to be solved. Among 
those involved in solving this 
problem of misused space are 

Mel Sansom, vice president of 
finance, Strachan, SA President-
Elect Bryan Clifton and Amy 
Cox, head of interior design.

“The space is currently situ-
ated for students to bring in 
laptops and sit there to work, 
but more often than not, it is 
either not used, or people sit 
by themselves facing a wall,” 
Clifton said.

Sansom asked Cox for advice 
on how to go about redesigning 
this particular area of the caf.

Cox turned Sansom’s request 
into a project for her Interior 
Design II class. The class com-
prises 10 junior-level interior 
design majors and focuses on 
commercial spaces such as 
health care facilities, offices 
and hospitality.

The students were divided 
into three groups and met with 
Aramark representatives, the 
SA and the administration in 
the actual space that is to be 
redesigned. While in the caf-
eteria, the students were able 
to ask questions and measure 
the space.

The groups spent about two 
hours designing possible uses 
of the space. They produced 
sketches of their designs as 
well as a written explanation 
of the goal for their particular 
design.

“My students are frequently 
asked to do quick design ideas in 
class; we call them design charettes 
and they are like ‘calisthenics’ 
for designers,” Cox said. “This 
project was very short and was 

intended to simply give ideas 
to the cafeteria group.”

The students’ designs were 
then presented to the commit-
tee in charge of the cafeteria 
redesign on April 16.

Although a design has not 
been set in stone, there is a 
design that stood out.

“One design definitely stuck 
out above the rest,” Clifton 
said. “Nothing is finalized right 
now, but the ideas will now go 
to Danny DeRamus, who is in 
charge of physical resources.”

Finances for the redesign 
must still be approved for the 
project to be carried out. But 
if all goes as planned, Harding 
students will have a new and 
improved section of the cafeteria 
to enjoy next semester.

by CAROLINE DAMRON
student reporter

Sophomore JB West was 
mugged Saturday, April 11, while 
playing his guitar in downtown 
Little Rock. 

“Basically I was just playing 
the streets like I always do and 
some guys walked up and punched 
me out,” said West.

 He was playing on the River 
Walk near the club Willy D’s 
when he was attacked. 

“I usually have a big group 
of people there with me, but 
everyone had to bail that night 
and I should have too,” West 
said.

West goes to the streets of 
downtown Little Rock every 
weekend to showcase his talents, 
make a little money and just 
have fun. 

“I go … to play guitar and 
sing on the streets … [and] to 
make some extra cash for the 

week,” West said. 
Even though West was in 

an open area, because he was 
alone, he was more susceptible 
to people passing by, especially 
as it got later. 

“Basically, it was like three 
hours into the night, and four 
guys walked up and asked me 
to play them a song, [and] in 
the middle of the song one of 
them punched me in the eye,” 
he said.

West said they took the money 
out of his case and his shoes. 

“My shoes were off because I 
like to play barefoot,” he said.

Aside from the black eye and 
bare feet West was unharmed. 
He did report the incident to 
the police, but because West 
could not identify the muggers 
the police said there was little 
they could do. 

“I’m just really glad that all 
they took was money and shoes, 
I can always get those things 

again,” West said. “I wasn’t 
really hurt in anyway, and I’m 
very thankful for that.”

West said he plans to continue 
singing in Little Rock. 

“I will still be going downtown 
every weekend … this happen-
ing hasn’t made me scared to go 
down there, just more cautious,” 
West said. 

West said that even though 
he had a less than encourag-
ing experience while playing 
downtown, his zeal for music has 
definitely not been affected. 

“I play guitar and sing my 
own songs on the streets,” 
West said. “And [I] play some 
rap covers: Beyonce’s ‘All the 
Single Ladies,’ Wycleaf Jean’s 
‘Sweetest Girl,’ and Akon’s ‘I 
Wanna Love You.’ 

West said that he’s not mak-
ing music for the money. 

“I’ve been playing since I 
got to college and just started 
really getting into recording and 

playing shows,” West said.
West said he also has an album 

on purevolume.com. 
“You can get my CD from 

purevolume.com/citiesfromthesky,” 
West said. “It’s all free to down-
load. It’s just a little four-song 
CD, and it doesn’t include my 
rap covers.” 

West said he has been play-
ing in the streets for over a 
year, and he’s not ready to stop. 
Also, in the past West and his 
friends have had small shows 
on campus. 

“Some other guys that play 
music up here [in Searcy] are 
going to try to play a show before 
the end of the semester,” West 
said. “It’s been pretty busy, so we 
haven’t played yet this semester, 
but we usually try and play shows 
in the Hammon room above the 
student center.” 

West said he and his friends 
hope to showcase their talents 
before the semester is over. 

A Searcy woman shows her disapproval of the Obama administra-
tion’s economic policies at a tea party protest in Searcy’s Berryhill 
Park on April 15.

Student musician mugged in LR

New caf designed by students
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“I hope that this 
[tea party] serves 
as a networking 
opportunity so that 
people who are 
concerned with 
these issues can 
come together.”

Dr. Cheri Yecke
political science 

professor


