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by BILLIE PIETERS
student reporter

Many students on 
campus were disappointed 
in January when tickets 
went on sale for the surprise 
David Cook concert. There 
were only 998 tickets sold 
for Tuesday night’s concert. 

This was because the 
concert was being held in 
the Administration Audito-
rium, where only one sixth 
of the student body can be 
held. 

This caused many stu-
dents to resort to desperate 
measures. Many begged, 
pleaded and bribed friends 
for extra tickets. 

Others took advantage of 
the situation. Though none 
agreed to an interview, there 
were quite a few student 
scalpers. Some did it for the 
money, others because they 
had a prior engagements to 
where they couldn’t attend 
the concert. 

The definition of scalp-
ing from Webster’s diction-
ary is “to buy and sell so as 
to make small quick profits; 
especially: to resell at greatly 
increased prices.”

When tickets went on 
sale in January, the CAB 
(Campus Activities Board,) 
sold them for ten dollars 
each and free with the Pass 
to those that signed up 
outside the CAB office. 

Coleman Yoakum, a 
member of CAB comment-
ed on the scalping,  “We are 
pro scalping.” 

“We’re open to free en-
terprise and think it is great 
that students can make 
money off of this.” 

Scalpers were not the 
only ones putting them-
selves out there though. 
Students that still needed 
tickets made fliers and put 
them on information boards 
all through campus with 
how to contact them. Many 
of them read, “Desperate for 

David Cook.”
The ticket resale of 

Tuesday night’s concert 
ranged anywhere from the 
original value (ten dollars) 
of the tickets and up. It was 
common to hear people 
selling theirs for 15 dollars 
throughout the day. 

Many students were 
seen standing outside the 
auditorium hours before 
the show. Seating was 
first come first serve. Also, 
outside the auditorium were 
student scalpers. For several 
Harding concertgoers this 
was new. “Who would 
have thought there would 
be scalpers for a concert 
at Harding,” senior Stacey 
Foster.

“There were scalpers all 
over the place,” said fresh-
man and student security, 
Megan Lockert. 

Concertgoers and scalp-
ers alike both got what they 
wanted in the end. A good 
show and some extra cash. 

by KYLIE AKINS
student reporter

Since his “American Idol” 
win last year, David Cook has 
enjoyed overwhelming success 
becoming an independent art-
ist. After the debut of his self-
titled album, 11 of his songs 
appeared on the Billboard Hot 
100 at once, passing this era’s 
record holder, Miley Cyrus, 
who had six songs at once. 

In a recent interview, Cook 
discusses his childhood dreams, 
“American Idol” experiences 
and career amenities. 

What are some of your 
favorite artists?

“I really like my Lady Peace, 
Pearl Jam and Big Wreck. 
More recently I’ve really been 
getting into bands like Injected 
and Burnt Halo.”

What is your favorite pair of 
shoes?

“I have a pair of black py-
thon cowboy boots that I wear 
pretty religiously.”

What was your childhood 
dream career?

“I wanted to be a ninja or 
the guy that rode on the back 
of the trash trucks. I had goals.”

How did you become in-
volved with music?

“I remember growing up 
watching my dad play guitar a 
lot. My first instrument was ac-
tually a violin. After I got made 
fun of one too many times, I 
switched to guitar.”

Why did you audition for 

“American Idol”?
“I went with my little 

brother who was auditioning. I 
was there to be his support, and 
I got hooked into it.”

Did you have aspirations to 
be a musician before that?

“I was living in Tulsa and 
recording music there. And 
before Tulsa, I lived in Kansas 
City and was in a band there. 
I’ve been in a band since I was 
15. I had been trying to do it 
for a while.”

What was it like to be on 
“American Idol”?

“I remember everything 
being very hectic. Trying to 
put together an hour long TV 
show in a week and a lot of that 
revolving around us and know-
ing our songs was lot of work, 
but overall I think it was an 
experience getting to meet the 
mentors. I remember one week 
we went to Vegas, and that was 
my first time ever in Vegas, and 
I liked it. Vegas still has quite a 
bit of my money. “

What was the ‘American 
Idol’ experience like?

“We had a generally good 
season. Every day was kind of 
funny. We came to the conclu-
sion that I was really funny 
when everyone was really tired, 
like pretty much any time 
before noon, and then Michael 
Johns would normally take it 
over in the afternoon. Every 
day we just tried to keep it light 
and fun.”

Out of all of the people that 

you met on “American Idol”, 
which were the most memo-
rable?

“The judges were great. And 
I formed relationships with 
a lot of the people backstage: 
the stage manager, the camera 
crews and the list goes on. For 
me it was just that I got to 
make friends on that show, and 
that was cool.

“I still talk to Archie [David 
Archuleta] as much as possible. 
He stays pretty busy. I talked 
to Michael Jarvis the other day, 
Carly and Chikezie too. What’s 
cool about this show is not 
only have I made friends with 
people from this season, but I 
also made friends with people 
from other seasons, like Carrie 
[Underwood]. I try to talk to 
them as much as I can.”

Do you feel like people ste-
reotype you because you were 
discovered on “American Idol”?

“I don’t really concern myself 
with it much. I’m just trying to 
concentrate on being who I am, 
and if people want to try to put 
that in a box, so be it.”

How has “American Idol” 
affected your career?

“For starters, it gave me one. 
I think before, I was struggling 
to get people to pay attention, 
and ‘Idol’ was an amazing plat-
form for me to do that. I think, 
as far as how it’s affected me, 
it’s been primarily positive.”

Why did you decide for your 
first tour to be exclusively for 
colleges?

“I wanted to do something 
different. Coming off of the 
‘Idol’ experience, it’s a massive 
machine. With ‘Idol’, I remem-
ber for the finale we played in 
front of 7,000 people. And on 
the ‘Idol’ tour we were in arenas 
every night with anywhere 
from 10,000 to 18,000 people. 
I just wanted to get back to my 
roots a little bit, and the college 
idea seemed the perfect fit to 
play the show that we’ve been 
playing. Smaller venues and 
smaller audiences, but they’re 
the kind of people that there is 
a definite energy there. It’s fun 
for us as a band to find a com-
mon ground with each other 
in that kind of atmosphere. It 
makes it really fun.”

Do you prefer a small crowd 
or a big crowd?

“Both for different reasons. 
There’s no better sound in 
the world to me than 18,000 
people going nuts. I remember 
walking off stage and being 
really excited, but not really 
feeling like I got to everybody. 
But with the smaller venue, I 
feel like I can reach a higher 
percentage of the audience, and 
it’s just fun.”

How do you think your mu-
sic appeals to college students?

“I don’t think about stuff like 
that. I just play the music that I 
love to play and hopefully it ap-
peals to everybody. More than 
anything, I just try to be true to 
who I am.”

What has the college tour 

experience been like so far?
“I love it. I think the response 

we’ve gotten and really just the 
fact that we’ve been able to play 
these shows has been massive. It’s 
a win-win for me.”

How does this compare to 
when you were in college?

“More people show up to 
these shows than they did when 
I was in college, for sure. I wish 
I would have done this before 
I went to college. It would 
have given me a better idea of 
where to go. These are the best 
campus visits imaginable really.  
It’s a cool vibe.”

What do you enjoy about 
your career?

“All of it. The fact that I have 
one really. I’m extremely lucky, 
I get to do what I love to do 
every day, just play music.”

What are any unexpected 
downsides to your career?

“I’ve never been this busy. 
It’s harder to make time for 
family and friends. But it’s a 
sacrifice right now that I’m 
willing to make.”

How do you hope your mu-
sic will reach your audience?

“I just want to reach people 
in any way. I write these songs 
from a therapeutic aspect for 
myself, to put pen to paper and 
get it out of my head. Hopeful-
ly people take something from 
these songs and find something 
for themselves. More than 
anything I want people to find 
something for themselves in 
the music.
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