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Approximately 400 people 

participated in the Little Rock 
Rescue, many of them local 
college students from Harding 
University, Hendrix University, 
Ouachita Baptist University, 
Arkansas State University and 
others. Each had their own 
reasons for becoming involved 
with Invisible Children.

Sarah Jones, a freshman from 
Arkansas State University, said 
she felt that no one should be 
able to know about an atrocity 
such as this and not do anything 
about it.

“[The children] have hopes 
and dreams and names and 
hearts just as much as we do,” 
Jones said. “We are blessed to 
be in America, but their families 
don’t even know if they’re dead 
or alive. They’re just numbers. 
I hope they will be able to get 
their identities back and go home 
where they belong.”

Harding sophomore Leslie 
Stackpole, a volunteer for The 
Rescue, said there is always a 
fear present in the lives of the 
children in that area.

“There should be no reason 
they should have to fear for their 
lives just because they are alive, 
not because they did anything 
else but breathe,” Stackpole said. 
“That’s no way to live.”

Even high school students 
were compelled to be involved 
in The Rescue. Maryan Adamu, 
a senior at the Arkansas School 
for Math and Science, said she 
hopes political leaders will see 
that the people they represent 
are dedicated to this issue.

“They’ll see that the young 
people who are characterized as 
apathetic are not, and we actually 
care about something,” Adamu 
said. “It will push them to do 
more in terms of policy.”

John Logan, a freshman at 
Ouachita Baptist, said sometimes 
people forget that they all share 
a common world.

“We all live here on earth,” 
Logan said. “We get so worried 
about money and things, we 

forget that sometimes we can 
let all that stuff exit our life 
and understand we could get 
finances to work for this cause 
instead.”

The Rescue participants 
arrived at the “LRA camp” at 
4 p.m. and immediately began 
preparing for the wait ahead 
of them. They wrote letters to 
congressmen, asking for atten-
tion to be brought to this issue. 
Many began calling local cultural 
and political leaders, “moguls,” 
flooding their office voicemails 
with pleas for them to attend the 
event and “rescue” them. 

By late Saturday night, most 
had given up hope that a mogul 
would appear that day. The camp 
became quiet, and they crawled 
into their sleeping bags to sleep 
off the waiting through the night. 
But some were not inclined to 
sleep. Three Harding students, 
Stackpole, freshman Andrea 
Stackpole and sophomore Jordan 
Harris, forfeited most of their 
night to write a combined 100 

letters to every U.S. senator.
Around 5 a.m. on Sunday, cars 

pulled into the War Memorial’s 
side parking lot, honking as they 
arrived in a caravan. These were 
participants from the Oklahoma 
City Rescue event who had 
driven all through the night 
after their city was “rescued” 
the previous evening to bring 
support to Little Rock, who had 
yet to be rescued after more than 
half a day of waiting. Soon after 
the first wave from Oklahoma 
City, “Rescue Riders” arrived 
from Dallas and Baton Rouge 
also. With the Rescue Riders 
came boundless enthusiasm and 
encouragement. 

Charlie Oster from the Dal-
las group of Rescue Riders also 
quickly chose to drive to Little 
Rock to support the Rescue 
Event across the nation.

“It ’s one of those things 
where an opportunity presents 
itself, and you have to question, 
‘Why wouldn’t I go?’” Oster said. 
“One of the key questions I asked 

was, ‘If I don’t go, and I wake up 
tomorrow morning, how am I 
going to feel?’ And the answer 
was pretty lousy.”

As the Little Rock Rescue’s 
participation time grew closer 
to an entire 24 hours, at 12:30 
on Sunday afternoon, Little 
Rock’s mayor, Mark Stodola, 
made an appearance to rescue 
the “abductees.”

“Your attention and dedication 
to this issue and your sacrifice last 
night on behalf of the invisible 
children is monumental and is 
important to bring attention to 
this terrible situation,” Stodola 
said in a speech to the partici-
pants. “As you stand out here 
today, something bigger than 
yourselves, bigger than the charity, 
bigger than the nation, you’ve 
come together to emphasize the 
issue of justice and the belief that 
everyone is equal regardless of 
where we live and what country 
we live in.”

The atmosphere of the “LRA 
camp” immediately changed from 
hopelessness to exhilaration.

“Everyone crowded around, say-
ing thank you and giving [Stodola] 
hugs,” Harding freshman Kayla 
Ross, the Rescue city leader, said. 
“I was so tired, but I was happy. 
Everyone was so excited.”

The Little Rock “abductees” 
were free, and the “LRA camp” 
emptied as participants returned to 
their homes, and the Rescue Riders 
moved on to the next city.

As of Wednesday, Chicago was 
the only city yet to be rescued.

More information and up-
dates can be found on www.
invisiblechildren.com.

Libertas team 
hope newsletter 
inspired pride

by RACHEL DENZIN
student reporter

The American Studies Insti-
tute of Distinguished Students 
presented an analysis of the first 
100 days of the Obama presi-
dency Sunday, April 26, in the 
Heritage Auditorium.

The symposium consisted of 
remarks from four distinguished 
panelists: Dr. Monte Cox, dean of 
the College of Bible and religion 
Dr. Kevin Klein; department 
chairman and associate professor 
of history; Chris Schandevel, 
former chairman of Harding 
College Republicans and cur-
rent president of the American 
Studies Institute; and Jenny 
Thurston, a graduate student 
of education.

Each panelist began the 
symposium with an opening 
statement explaining his or her 
personal analysis of President 
Obama’s progress thus far into 
his presidential term.

Thurston said that Obama has 
had a mixture of both successes 
and failures in his first 100 days 
as president.

Cox gave his impressions of 
Obama’s first 100 days from an 
independent viewpoint, saying that 
Obama has successfully improved 
America’s image overseas since 
taking office in January.

“It does concern me that 
[Obama] thinks government is 
the answer, but I appreciate his 
conciliatory tone and genuine 
humility,” Cox said.

Klein began by pointing out 
that 100 days is an “artificial and 
not a particularly benchmark 
look at someone” in office.

“Obama has a 65 percent 
approval rating from the pub-
lic, which is less than JFK and 
Reagan, more than Clinton, 
and even with Bush Sr., Bush 
Jr. and Carter,” Klein said. “This 
is right where he should be at 
this time.”

However, Klein said he be-

lieved Obama seems to want 
to avoid and is “incapable” of 
setting priorities in his legisla-
tive agenda.

Schandevel spoke about leg-
islations Obama has overturned 
and ones he has supported since 
being appointed as president. 
He mentioned many abortion 
groups he has supported by 
increasing funding and over-
turning any legislation former 
president Bush had against it and 
the promise on his Web site to 
support gay rights and women’s 
right to “choose” (when it comes 
to abortion).

“[Obama] promised to find 
common ground [between far-
rights and far-lefts], but he is not 
finding common ground; instead 
he is doing just the opposite [by 
appointing far-left extremists to 
his cabinet],” Schandevel said.

After panelists addressed the 
audience with their individual 
analysis, each panelist had the 
opportunity to address fellow 

panel members.
Cox took the opportunity 

to address Klein, saying that 
Klein said Obama was a “bit 
of an under-achiever,” and if 
that analysis could in part be 
because Obama was elected into 
a financial crisis. 

“So did FDR and Bush Sr.,” 
Klein said. “A lot of presidents 
have had to make these difficult 
beginnings … he has created more 
problems for himself, however, 
with the stimulus package.”

Schandevel agreed with 
Klein’s sentiments of how 
Obama has spent his first 100 
days in office.

“Style seems to be more im-
portant than substance, and when 
you really get down to it that’s not 
enough,” Schandevel said.

Although each panelist had a 
different analysis of the progress 
Obama has made up to this point 
in his presidency, all agree that 
there is still a lot that can only 
be revealed in time.

by KYLIE AKINS
student reporter

A Harding student began 
to feel like his voice was one 
of the past, unheard and 
unsupported by many of 
his fellow students. He was 
compelled to raise his voice 
to represent many others who 
felt as he did.

Senior Nicholas Horton 
and Derek Glover together 
founded the Libertas Exemplar, 
a conservative newsletter, and 
printed their first issue the spring 
semester of 2008. Since then, 
they printed three that spring 
semester and three more the 
fall semester of 2008.

Horton said the name was a 
fusion of his and Glover’s ideas 
for the newsletter. “Libertas” 
is Latin for “freedom,” and 
exemplar means “standard.” 

“It is basically saying this 
is our take on what freedom 
and our country should look 
like,” Horton said.

The newsletter included 
current events, especially 
concerning the presidential 
election at the time, and edi-
torials addressing issues such 
as national defense, abortion 
and economics.

Horton said he was com-
fortable labeling the newsletter 
and himself as conservative, 
and it is a label he is proud 
to wear.

“I would define conserva-
tive as traditional values and 
beliefs, and the idea that our 
country is founded on certain 
principles,” Horton said. “Our 
constitution is still valid and 
hasn’t changed. We should up-
hold the values of our founders 
and the constitution, values 
such as limited government, 
strong national defense and 
traditional values.”

Many students here at 
Harding would consider 
themselves conservative, 
Horton said, but he felt 
the need to reform the way 
people understand the word 
“conservative.”

“Liberals try to label us 
close-minded, angry and cold-
hearted, because supposedly 
we don’t care about issues such 
as poverty and healthcare. But 
of course we do care about 
those things. We just have 
different solutions about it. 
We actually have thoughtful 

opinions on issues.”
The newsletters averaged 

500 copies each publication, 
and were distributed on cam-
pus and mailed to around 20 
states and two countries.

After distributing the 
publications, Horton received 
mainly positive feedback 
through e-mails and Facebook 
messages. However, some 
saw the Libertas Exemplar 
as a rival to the Bison, but 
Horton said this was not 
his intent.

“They served two different 
purposes,” Horton said. “We 
weren’t in any way trying 
to compete. It’s apples and 
oranges.”

Horton hopes that a return 
to conservatism will redefine 
the individual’s personal duty 
as a citizen.

“Our goal was for, when 
people read the paper and got 
to the end and put it down, 
for them to feel a sense of 
pride in who they are as an 
American and a sense of 
responsibility in themselves,” 
Horton said.

The newsletter was not 
printed this semester because 
the company that provided 
funding went out of business.  
Horton graduates this May, 
and Libertas Exemplar will 
probably not be printed in 
the future.

“I hope that people when 
they look back on it, they will 
see is that we weren’t just a 
bunch of angry, disgruntled 
college students. I would 
like for people to see it as a 
group of guys who were very 
principled, value-oriented, 
and convicted to share what 
they believe.”

“Our goal was for, 
when people read 
the paper and got 
to the end and put 
it down, for them 
to feel a sense of 
pride in who they 
are as an American 
and a sense of 
responsibility in 
themselves.”

Nicholas Horton
Libertas Exemplar 

founder

THE FIRST 100 DAYS

ASI analyzes Obama presidency

CHARLES DHARAPAK | AP
Pres. Barack Obama talks with reporters during a news conference 
at the White House on Wednesday.
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In response, President Obama 

asked Congress on Tuesday for 
an additional $1.5 billion to fight 
the flu; the money will help 
supplement antiviral stockpiles, 
add medical equipment and start 
preparations for a vaccine.

Symptoms of swine flu are 
like regular flu symptoms and 
include fever, cough, sore throat, 
body aches, headache, chills and 
fatigue. 

Because these symptoms 

can result from a number of 
conditions, it takes a lab test to 
tell your doctor whether it is, in 
fact, swine flu. 

McCarty said that if stu-
dents find they have the above 
symptoms, they should report 
it to Student Health Services 
by calling 501-279-4346 and 
then dialing 0. 

“Students need to know how 
to protect themselves and others 
by avoiding close contact with 
anyone who is ill, by staying home 

if they are sick, by covering their 
nose and mouth with a tissue 
when they cough or sneeze and 
promptly disposing of tissue in 
the trash,” McCarty said. “[They 
should also] frequently wash their 
hands and avoid touching their 
nose, eyes and mouth.” 

McCarty said she also recom-
mends that everyone practice 
good health habits: getting 
plenty of sleep, being physi-
cally active, managing stress, 
drinking plenty of fluids and 

choosing nutritious foods. 
Karen Kelley, who is also on 

the committee, said she would 
like to guide students to www.
pandemicflu.gov and www.who.
org for constantly updated infor-
mation on the outbreak. 

Harding Pipeline is also 
offering useful information 
concerning the situation. Kel-
ley said it is important to stress 
that, though it is a concerning 
public health issue, it is not a 
cause for panic.  

FLU: Swine strain symptoms similar to common flu; test required for diagnosis

RESCUE: Participants write cultural, political leaders seeking ‘rescue’

“Your attention and dedication to this issue and 
your sacrifice last night on behalf of the invisible 
children is monumental and is important to bring 
attention to this terrible situation. As you stand 
out here today, something bigger than yourselves, 
bigger than the charity, bigger than the nation, 
you’ve come together to emphasize the issue 
of justice and the belief that everyone is equal 
regardless of where we live and what country we 
live in.”

Mark Stodola,
Little Rock mayor


