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? Now using 
environmentally friendly 
water-borne paint!

What do you 
have to

Say?
The Bison needs your stories, 

opinions and 
entertainment reviews!

 
Contact Blake Mathews at
bmathews@harding.edu

2305 W. Beebe-Capps Expwy   Searcy, AR 72143

This is a GREAT house in Cloverdale with a large 
tree shaded yard.  3 Bedrooms and 2 brand new 
remodeled baths. Open Floorplan. Priced right at 
$119,000. Go to our website and click on Featured 
Properties and find this house. 

Email us the street 
address, and you 
could win a $10 

Sonic Card!

Phil Hoggard - GRI
Executive Broker
Cell: (501) 593-1700
Email: phil@hoggardteam.com

Judy Hoggard - GRI, CRS
Executive Broker
Cell: (501) 593-1800Cell: (501) 593-1800
Email: judy@hoggardteam.com

Joel Hoggard
Sales Associate
ell: (501) 827-9321 
Email: joel@hoggardteam.com

Office: (501) 268-3335
wwwww.hoggardteam.com

Pastime Billiards
3700 E Race in Searcy
Next to Ryanʼs Restaurant
501-305-3333

Mon–Thurs 4:00  - 10:00
Friday 4:00 - 12:00
Saturday 12:00 - 12:00
Sunday 3:00 - 10:00

We also sell a full line of pool supplies!

Bring in this coupon for 10% off your game.
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there will be a full year to plan. 
There are more than 20 teams signed up to  
participate, including clubs, Bible study 
groups and a marketing group. Sign-ups 
end Friday at noon, and individuals do 
not have to be on an official team to 
participate.

 The teams each have a fundraiser 
on-site: bake sales, games and other 
creative activities to earn money for 
Relay for Life. All money earned will be 
used by Relay to support local hospitals 
and cancer treatment centers. 

Stackpole, a sophomore, said she had 
heard about Relay for Life for several 
years through friends in her hometown, 
Culpeper, Va. She particularly wanted 
to be involved with it because her sister 
had breast cancer, and she said cancer is 
something that affects lots of people. 

Booth, a sixth-year senior, was in 

the hospital room when her great aunt 
Weezie died, two months into her fresh-
man year at Spartanburg Methodist 
College. The student life director heard 
her story and asked if she wanted to be 
the chair of Relay for Life for colleges 
in the area.

Booth said she feels that if it had not 
been for her aunt, she would never have 
been involved with Relay for Life. She 
participated in Relay for Life for two 
years at Spartanburg before transferring 
to Harding. 

Sarah Wheeler, a freshman early 
education major, began participating 
in Relay for Life her freshman year of 
high school. Wheeler said her school 
hosts Relay for Life every year, and 
she joined a team with a friend whose 
mom had cancer.  

Stackpole knew Wheeler had par-
ticipated in the past, so she asked her 
to come to a meeting.

“I think so many people are affected 
by cancer,” Wheeler said. “I think 
that this is a good outlet for people 
that want to do something about it. 
It ’s really easy to get involved with 
and really easy to participate in, and I 
think a lot of people don’t know what 
to do, don’t know how to help with 
something so huge as cancer, and this 
is just a really practical way for people 
to get involved.”

Students who want to stay all night 
must sign up early because they must 
be signed out of their dorms. For more 
information about Relay for Life or the 
American Cancer Society visit their 
Web site at www.relayforlife.org. 

“We hope that it raises awareness 
about cancer and the fact that we can 
make a difference, helping them raise 
money, helping them to get more re-
search,” Stackpole said. “We hope that 
it unifies the campus in many ways.”

RELAY: students unite against cancer, host Relay for Life
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   Students wishing to play 
can use any  
of those off-campus loca-
tions, Collins said. 

However, students who 
agreed to be interviewed 
showed only slight interest, 
if any, in the idea of buying 
a lottery ticket.

“Maybe I’ll buy one on my 
birthday just because they’re 
there,” senior Daniel Mor-
rissey said. “I’ve got a Jeep 
that I’ve got to pay off.”

The odds of winning 

the grand prize are over-
whelmingly against the 
buyer, which Morrissey said 
most lottery players already 
know. On the back of each 
level of ticket are printed 
the top prize amounts and 
the odds of winning them: 
a one in 788,571 chance 
of winning $3,000 on a $1 
scratch-off, a one in 632,727 
chance of winning $25,000 
on a $2 scratch-off and a 
one in 880,000 chance of 
winning $100,000 on a $5 
scratch-off.

“I think it ’s a thrill,” 
Morrissey said about why 

people still play the lottery in 
the face of such odds. “[It’s] 
more like the anticipation of 
seeing what numbers they’re 
going to scratch off.”

Freshman Scott Tucker 
said he does not identify 
with the thrill and will not 
be playing the lottery.

“I think it’s a waste of my 
time,” Tucker said. “What’s the 
point? I’ve got better things 
to spend money on.”

Senior Katy Bills also 
said she would not be buying 
any lottery tickets, echoing 
Tucker’s sentiment that it 
was not an “economical” 
decision.

“I’m not going to take a 
chance and see if I get more 
money than what I spend,” 
Bills said.

A  2 0 0 8  s t u d y  f rom 
Carnegie Mellon University 
may explain why students 
at a private university hold 
little stock in a lottery, even 
if the proceeds stand to af-
fect them. The results of the 
study showed that a person’s 
actual income level has little 
to do with his or her own 
happiness. What matters is 
one’s “relative income,” or how 
wealthy or poor one feels as 
compared to others.

“Lottery ticket purchases 
are driven in part by the 
perception of low relative 
income,” the study said. 
“Lotteries are more allur-
ing for poor people because 
they provide an opportunity 
to correct for low-income 
status.” 

As students at a private 
university generally have little 
reason to see themselves as 
“poor,” the attraction of the 
lottery would be less.

Kathy Capshaw, an Ara-
mark employee at Harding, 
said she considers herself to 
be “lower-middle class.” She 
has only bought two lottery 
tickets since Monday, saying 
she believes in “keeping the 
lottery in its place.”

“You spend a couple 
bucks a payday,” Capshaw 
said, adding that she has 
bought lottery tickets in 
small amounts for years. 

Not all share her mod-
eration, though. The data in 
the Carnegie Mellon study 
indicates that people with 
low relative income are more 
likely to buy lottery tickets 
in bulk. Capshaw called 
the idea of spending more 
than $30 of one paycheck 
on tickets “ridiculous.”

“You don’t want to spend 
your grocery money [or] your 
rent playing the lottery in 
hopes that you’ll win the big 
prize,” she said. “If people 
have that kind of money to 
spend on the lottery, they 
should invest.”

Currently, Arkansas has 
no programs in place to help 
people with addictions to 
gambling. Collins said that, 
although the lottery is not 
considered gambling here, 
counseling will be available 
to students who believe they 
are addicted to buying lot-
tery tickets.

LOTTERY: middle-class college students not as interested
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campus’s ban on sandals 
being comparable to the 
apostles wearing Nike.

In an article featured in 
the 2006 Harding Maga-
zine, Mitchell connected 
his satirical student career 
to his current investigative 
reporter profession.

“I always saw satire as a 
way to comment on what 
was going on, hopefully in 
a humorous way,” Mitchell 
said in the 2006 article. “It 
wasn’t until I got older that I 
began to realize the connec-
tion between investigative 
reporting and satire – they’re 
both aimed at pointing out 
problems.”

Jerry Mitchell found his 
passion as an investigative 
reporter in 1989 with The 
Clarion-Ledger in Jackson, 
Miss., reopening Civil Rights 
murder cases from the 1960s. 
His work helped convict 
Byron De La Beckwith 
for the 1963 assassination 
of NAACP leader Medgar 
Ever; Imperial Wizard Sam 
Bowers for his involvement 
in the fatal firebombing of 
NAACP leader Vernon Dah-
mer in 1966; Bobby Cherry 
for the murder of four girls 
in the 1963 bombing of a 
Birmingham church; and 
Edgar Ray Killen for his 
involvement in the murder 
of three Civil Rights work-
ers, Michael Schwerner, 
James Chaney and Andrew 
Goodman, in 1964. 

Organ said he saw what 
Mitchell chose to do as a pure 
pursuit of justice, completely 
in harmony with the justice 
the Old Testament prophets 
and Jesus were often teach-
ing about.

“It is an unpredictable or 
unlikely avenue for Chris-
tian service,” Organ said. 
“But to me it is so beauti-
fully a Christian endeavor 

that he is engaged in. If you 
feel like integrating faith 
and work, it’s trying to bring 
God’s justice to the world in 
these cases. I’m very proud 
of him, and I’m glad to have 
known him and had him as 
a student.”

Mitchell has received more 
than 20 national awards, 
including being nominated 
as one of three Pulitzer 
Prize finalists in 2006. He 
was portrayed in the movie 
Ghosts of Mississippi in 
1996 and has inspired many 
in other states to reexam-
ine their own buried Civil 
Rights cases.

In the 2006 Harding 
article, Mitchell mentioned 
a particular case he was 
most proud of. It did not 
end in a conviction but 
rather exoneration. The case 
involved Clyde Kennard, an 
African-American farmer 
who was imprisoned for a 
crime he did not commit 
and died several years later 
in prison. Forty-six years 
after his imprisonment, a 
judge threw out Kennard’s 
conviction when Mitchell 
found in his investigation 
that Kennard had been 
framed.

Threatened several times 
throughout his career, he has 
continued his investigations 
diligently for more than 20 

years.
“When people try to 

threaten or intimidate me, I 
guess it always redoubles my 
effort,” Mitchell said. “And 
of course my faith played an 
extremely important role in 
that. In Matthew 10 it says 
don’t fear those who can harm 
your body because obviously 
it ’s our spirit that is more 
important. So I’ve always 

thought of that verse, and 
it’s given me comfort as I’ve 
done these cases.”

Mitchell said the things 
he has seen in these cases 
have strengthened his faith 
rather than sending it into 
crisis. The racial reconcili-
ation he has witnessed, he 
said, has reaffirmed the 
forgiving and just nature 
of God to him.

His experiences unearth-
ing truth, which was covered 
up to hide the numerous 
criminal acts of the Ku 
Klux Klan have continued 
to inspire his commitment 
to truth. 

“I think we need people 
out there that are dedicated 
to the truth,” Mitchell said. 
“I think that’s what it’s all 
about. For a certain group 
of people, they think the 
truth is movable and mal-
leable, that everybody has 
their own truth. Well that’s 
not truth. There is such a 
thing as truth. Someone is 
murdered; somebody killed 
them. That’s what I try to do 
as an investigative reporter, 
is to expose the truth.”

A radio show host once 
asked him how he could be 
a Christian and a journalist, 
as if it were an oxymoron. 
Mitchell responded that he 
saw no disconnect.

“Being a Christian and a 
journalist I see as synony-
mous because we are both 
truth-seekers,” Mitchell said. 
“We’re trying to find truth; 
we’re about the truth. As 
Christians, I think we have 
an advantage as a journalist 
because we do believe in 
things as absolute truths. And 
constantly that is something 
I strive for, is to try to dig up 
a truth. It’s not like I get it 
always correct or get every 
bit of truth, but I continue 
to work for that.”

As a successful alumnus, 
Mitchell has a great deal of 
experience to share with 
students. In a conversation 
with a communication class 
over Skype last week, he dis-
closed a truth he relied on as 

a journalist and person.
“Remain dedicated to 

the truth,” Mitchell said. “I 
think a lot of times people 
will try to distract you from 
that. They have their vari-
ous motives and agendas, 
and you need to be aware 
of those. If you are faithful 
to truth and God, I think 
he will guide you and help 
you with that.”

Mitchell plans to use the 
money to work full-time 
on these cases and finish 
a book he has started on 
his experiences with the 
investigations.

“This may sound like an 
oxymoron, but there are some 
funny Klan stories I’ve got, 
so I tell those in the book,” 
Mitchell said. “But it’s more 
of tragic, poignant, moving 
things that have happened 
over this journey, over 20 
years.”

The MacArthur Foun-
dation awards fellowships 
t o  n o m i n e e s  w h o  a r e 
exceptionally creative and 
make an impact in their 
field, which include writers, 
scientists, artists, humanists, 
teachers and entrepreneurs. 
The $500,000 is given to 
the recipients without any 
limitations of how it is to 
be used, but the fellowship 
is only given to those who 
have a great likelihood of 
continuing the work they 
excel in. 

The foundation also is 
involved in dealing with 
issues concerning human 
rights, global conservation, 
security, urban progress and 
the effects of technology. From 
1981 to 2007, 756 Fellows 
have been selected.

MITCHELL: former Bison writer holds faith in journalism, earns national recognition

MacArthur Fellowship winner Jerry Mitchell poses for 
a photo. Mitchell, a Harding alumnus, was awarded 
the $500,000 fellowship this year. Mitchell was also a 
Pulitzer Prize finalist in 2006.

photo courtesy of JERRY MITCHELL

“There is such 
a thing as truth. 
Someone is 
murdered; 
somebody killed 
them. That’s what 
I try to do as 
an investigative 
reporter, is to 
expose the 
truth.”

Jerry Mitchell

McArthur Fellowship Winner


