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Submit your best 
shots to the Bison’s 
Fall Photo Contest.
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SHOOT FIRST

photos by KYLIE AKINS | The Bison

On Oct. 2, Harding got involved with a new front in the 
battle against cancer, The Relay for Life. The 12-hour 
fundraiser got 23 teams of students to walk around a 
track all through the night, playing music and wearing 
team costumes. The fundraising continues on Saturday 
with The Race for the Cure. See the full story on page 6B.

Giving cancer the boot — or the running shoe 

Pres. pushes 
for longer 

school days
Educators sound off 

against Obama’s plan
by KIM KOKERNOT

features editor

Summers spent splashing in the pool 
and attending camp may be memories of 
the past if President Barack Obama’s new 
school initiative takes effect. Obama feels 
that to compete globally, students need to 
spend more time in the classroom.

The president is pressing for schools to 
extend class hours, stay open longer and 
stay open on weekends to give students a 
safe place to go. 

Because the current school calendar is 
based on an agrarian economy, he feels an 
update is necessary, and it may come in the 
form of cutting summer break and adding 
extra days to the school year.   

“Now, I know longer school days and school 
years are not wildly popular ideas,” Obama 
said several months ago. “Not with Malia and 
Sasha, not in my family, and probably not in 
yours. But the challenges of a new century 
demand more time in the classroom.”

Education professor Penny McGlawn 
is supportive of switching to a year-round 
school system. She said that by providing 
more breaks during the year and a shorter 
summer, students would have better retention 
of information that they learn in school. 

“You kind of waste a week at the beginning 
of the year because you have to get kids used 
to being at school again,” McGlawn said. “You 
would have more time for on-task learning, 
and you’d have to spend less time reviewing 
because there’s less time for the kids to forget 
the skills they learned.”

This type of school system would allow 
for more classroom instruction hours and 
could potentially satisfy both student needs 
and government officials’ wants. 

Junior early childhood education major 
Meghan Ebright said she feels that she would 
have missed out on opportunities if she had 
not had summer break in school.

“I would have missed out on family vacations 
for sure, and summer camps probably wouldn’t 
[have been] possible,” Ebright said. 

The less popular option for increasing 
students’ time in school is extending the 
length of the school day. 

see SCHOOL on page 3a

by CARLY KESTER
student writer

Visitation is the time on Harding 
University’s campus when potential club 
pledges get to know the members in the 
club of their desire. For club members, 
it is a time when amusement is found 
by having visitors do whatever activities 
would humor them most.

Girls’ and guys’ visitation stories are 
usually completely different. In the past, 
visitation for girls has been easy, and this 
year is not much different except for a 
few cases.

A majority of girls had to write love 
notes to beaux, friends or random people. 
A few break-up letters were written, but 
nothing too special. Some girls, however, 
did think outside the box and got creative 
with visitation.

“I had a lot of girls play ‘Guitar Hero’ 
with me as an ice-breaker,” Chi Omega 
Pi member Kandace Keetch said. “I also 
looked up some girls’ Chinese zodiac 
signs if we got bored enough.”

Other club members took the “Star 
Wars” approach in order to break the ice 
with visitors.

Shantih member Jessica Ardrey said 
whenever she heard a knock on the door, 
the girls in her room turned off all the 
lights and made visitors have lightsaber 
fights with her suitemates. Some really 
got into it, and others were not too sure 
about what to do.

While these activities sound out of 
the ordinary for girls’ visitation, guys’ 
visitation consisted of the usual antics that 
are expected from club members.

Some visitors had to show off their 
musical talents in order to impress the 
members.

“There’s an application for my iPhone 

called ‘I am T-Pain’ that makes your voice 
sound like T-Pain, and I had visitors 
make up a song on the spot and record 
it,” Beta Omega Chi member Brent 
Walker said.

Chi Sigma Alpha member Brett 
Jones said he put closed captioning on 
his TV and had his visitors sing to the 

words that came up on the screen. 
There were a few members who went 

through the usual routine of asking 
questions to get to know the visitors.

Beta Omega Chi member John Mark 
Adkison said he asked visitors questions 
like, “Why do you want to join our 
club,” but later got creative and asked, 
“If you were on a date and ate really bad 
food, would you rather throw up or have 
diarrhea?” 

“We didn’t want to intimidate or 
humiliate anyone, we just wanted to get 
to know them and their creative sides,” 
Adkison said.

Other visitation activities can only be 
described as completely strange.

“We named our closet the confessional 
and had what we call team confessional 
challenges where we see how many people 
we can fit in our closet,” Kyodai member 
Nathan Wilhelm said.

There were a few guys who had visitors 
write love notes to girls, but for the most 
part, guys’ visitation was more memorable 
than girls’ visitation once again.

Visitation brings out 
creativity in pledges

by AERIAL WHITING
assistant copy editor

BLAKE MATHEWS
editor-in-chief

Harding is reaching out to students 
from area schools with its new Science 
and Horse Sense program, a class that 
uses horses as teaching tools.

Seventh through twelfth graders 
from Pamprin High School and White 
County Central High School study on 
either Tuesdays every other week or 
Wednesdays once a month for a total 
of eight sessions under Amy Adair, 
who has them participate in ropes 
course-like challenges with horses at 
her home, which is about 10 miles 
west of Harding. The students work 
to complete the assigned tasks and 
then discuss their experiences. 

The challenges the students work on are 
done from the ground, not on horseback, 
in either an outdoor or indoor arena. The 
activities might be as basic as motivating a 
horse to move from one place to another or 
having a horse go over a jump. 

However, these tasks are not necessarily 
easy. Adair explains what the tasks are but 
does not give them any more instructions 
than that, so the students must figure out 
how to do them on their own. 

Science and Horse Sense is designed to 
develop the students’ relationship and team-
work skills. In one session, for example, the 
focus was on communication and trust, and 
in another, the focus was on respect. 

In order to impress the different focuses 
on students, each challenge is followed by 
a class discussion with an equine specialist 

and therapist present. Students describe 
what the challenge was like for them, and 
through the process they discover how the 
horse’s experience reflects experiences the 
students themselves have. 

The students talk about what the chal-
lenge was like for each of them, what the 
horse was doing while they tried to get it 
to move, whether the challenge was hard or 
difficult, what the horse was communicating, 
and how they communicated to the horse, 
Adair said. 

Through the discussion, a student might 
bring up something like “This horse makes 
me so mad. He couldn’t understand anything 
I tried to tell him.” The session leaders then 
follow up with the question of whether the 
student him or herself has felt that way at 
school, and the student 

see HORSE on page 3a

New program teaches 
humanity with horses

Kids helped through equine interaction

photo courtesy of AMY ADAIR 
A student in Harding’s new Science and Horse 
Sense program learns to examine a horse’s 
breathing with a stethoscope.

 “[We] had what we 
call team confessional 
challenges where we see 
how many people we can 
fit in our closet.”

Nathan Wilhelm
Kyodai member

Saying ‘thanks,’ Caf style
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Comments and signatures wrap around a column in the cafeteria as part of Employee Appreciation Week.


