
NASA launches rocket as step
in return-to-the-moon program

NASA launched the 
world’s largest existing 
rocket Wednesday on a 
two-minute test flight to 
begin preparation for a 
return to the moon.

The $445 million 
launch did not send the 
327-foot long Ares I-X 
rocket into orbit but 

rather sent it on its brief flight with 700 sensors all over it to gauge the 
stress of lift-off. This launch was the first in almost 30 years at the Ken-
nedy Space Center, with the last launch being the Columbia’s maiden 
flight.

This launch actually occurred exactly 48 years and one day after 
an original Saturn rocket was launched as a precursor for the Apollo 
program’s moon landing. The rocket is part of research that will be 
used to construct the Ares I, a shuttle that could take humans to the 
moon once again.

Experts agree that with enough time and money, the Ares I shuttle 
could be built.

“The question is, should NASA build the Ares I?” Edward Crawley, 
part of an expert panel NASA consulted, said. “Times have changed. 
The budgetary environment has become much tighter, and the under-
standing of the costs and schedule to develop the Ares I has matured.”   

Pilots’ licenses revoked after
overshooting runway

Two Northwest Airlines pilots overshot their destination by 150 
miles because they were distracted by a cockpit discussion and a 
laptop, causing them to lose their licenses.      

The pilots, Capt. Timothy B. Cheney, 53, and First Officer Richard I. 
Cole, 54, were flying from San Diego to Minneapolis. Cole was teach-
ing Cheney how to use some new software on his laptop (a violation of 
airline policy) and ignored voices in the cockpit radio.      

Regarding the pilots’ revoked licenses, the FAA said in an emer-
gency order that the crew had not been in touch with radio contact for 
91 minutes.       

The order said: “You operated Northwest 188 in a reckless manner 
that endangered the lives and property of others. You engaged in con-
duct that put your passengers and your crew in serious jeopardy. You 
have demonstrated your lack of regard for or inability to adhere to your 
responsibilities to exercise the highest standard of care, judgment, skill 
and responsibility.”

Ice skating bear kills trainer
     An ice skating bear mauled two trainers in Bishkek, the Russian 
capital of Kyrgyzstan, killing one and critically injuring another.
    While rehearsing for their “Bears on Ice” performance, the bear 
attacked the circus administrator, Dmitry Potapov, and dragged him 
across the ice by his neck, almost severing his leg. Potapov was 
declared dead when the paramedics arrived at the scene. There was 
no apparent reason for the attack.
     The 29-year-old animal trainer, Yevgeny Popov, attempted to save 
Potapov but was instead mauled himself and was severely injured, 
authorities reported.
     “The victim has sustained serious injuries - deep scalp lacerations, 
bruising of the brain, lacerations on his body. His condition is consid-
ered critical,” Dr. Gulnara Tashibekova told reporters in Russian news.
    The bear was shot and killed at the scene.
Russia is known for training bears to perform, such as riding bicycles 
and playing hockey. However, fatal attack are uncommon.

Wal-Mart buries the
competition, customers

Now available from the Wal-Mart Web site: economically-priced 
caskets and urns.

About 15 caskets and dozens of urns have been added to the Wal-
Mart Web site for purchase.

Offering caskets from $999 steel options to $3199 for a bronze 
choice, Wal-Mart has created a competitive alternative to funeral 
homes. Federal law requires funeral homes to accept caskets from 
other companies.

Caskets ship within 48 hours after being ordered. 
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Student Peter Bell looks out on the rubble of a burnt down house while working to clean up 
during Downtown Church of Christ’s day of service, Outside the Walls.

TheInsideVoice

“Love will find you, even if 
you are trying to hide from 
it. I have been trying to hide 
from it since I was five, but 
the girls keep 
finding me.”

 
“On the first date, they just 
tell each other lies, and that 
usually gets them interested 
enough to go for a second 
date.”

 
“It would be terrible if the 
Red Cross Bloodmobile got 
into an accident. No, wait. 
That would be good 
because if anyone needed 
it, the blood would be right 
there.” 

“You can listen to thunder after 
lightning and tell how close you 
came to getting hit. If you don’t 
hear it, you got hit, so never 
mind.”

“When people run around and 
around in circles we say they are 
crazy. When planets do it we say 
they are orbiting.”

“Vacuums are nothings. We only 
mention them to let them know 
we know they’re there.”

“Clouds just keep circling the 
earth around and around. And 
around. There is not much else 
to do.”

“The word trousers is an 
uncommon noun because 
it is singular at the top and 
plural at the bottom.”

“Daddy, what happened to 
him?” a boy asked his father 
about a dead sea gull in the 
sand at a beach.
“He died and went to 
Heaven,” the dad replied.
The boy thought a moment 
and then replied, “Why did 
God throw him back?”

“When you get a bad 
grade in school, show 
it to your mom when 
she’s on the phone.”
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“Usually 
when a man 
sees his life 
flash before 
his eyes it’s 
for a bad rea-
son, but this 
is all right!”

– BILL COSBY, 
on being awarded the 
Mark Twain Prize for 
American Humor 

Wisdom from the mouths of babes

With all this sunshine I hoped I might go one day with dry 
jeans, but lo and behold, they’re pressure-washing the 
sidewalk. Touche. – TheJessArdrey

Missing college...didn’t ever think I would say that.
–Horton4Searcy

Just did the chicken biscuit rush for the first time in a 
while. Mr. Pays-with-his-credit-card never fails to hold up 
the line –blakemath

#MyBison
Each issue, this section will feature the Bison editorial 
staff’s favorite Tweets from users on campus. To sub-
mit yours, just add #MyBison to your Twitter updates.

“He’s got 
more guts 
than a 
Missouri 
mule.”

– LIONEL TURNER, 
father of U.N. con-
tractor Chris Turner, 
on his son defending 
a hotel holding U.N. 
workers when five 
workers were killed 
in a Taliban attack in 
Kabul, Afganistan

“It’s one of 
the most 
disturbing 
crimes in my 
15 years as 
a police offi-
cer.”
– MARK GAGAN,  
Police lieutenant, on a 
15-year-old girl being 
gang raped and beat-
en as up to 20 people 
witnessed the act on 
school grounds at a 
homecoming dance 
but did not aid her


