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perMIt NO. 1 Beyond your practice 
New beginnings
John Feeney appointed  
chief administrative officer
the caregivers of Aurora Medical Center in Oshkosh 
take on new beginnings under the direction of John 
feeney, M.B.A. John has stepped into the position of chief 
administrative officer with a commitment to caregivers, 
volunteers, donors and the community that he will be 
consistent and approachable. He is active in listening 
to new ideas and strives to be creative and challenging 
about how we can provide a better environment for  
our patients.

John brings family values and a strong devotion to 
developing healthy communities. He lives in green Lake 
with his wife gretchen and their twin babies, Aiden and 
Madeleine. passionate about healthy lifestyles, the feeney 
family is very active in outdoor activities that Wisconsin 
country living provides.

Having held various roles within Aurora Health Care 
for the past 10 years, John has been responsible for the 
strategic operations and program development of all 
clinical services at Aurora Medical Center in Oshkosh.

“through the execution of my previous roles and 
responsibilities with Aurora, I have developed strong 
relationships with our physicians, as well as dedicated 
partnerships with community organizations,” explains 
feeney. “I will continue to build those relationships and 
work closely with our providers to develop better ways  
of delivering the best possible care to our patients.”

John is currently working toward a board certification 
in health care management as a fellow of the American 
College of Health Care executives. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in english from ripon College and received his 
master’s degree in business administration from Kellogg 
School of Management within Northwestern University in 
Chicago, Ill.

Walk/Run 
for Cancer 
a Success
See inside

John Feeney, his wife Gretchen and twin 
babies Madeleine and Aiden (in stroller)

Beyond your practice is published by  
Aurora Communications

Designed and produced by  
Aurora Creative Services

Articles submitted and edited by
Aurora Communications
920-456-2019

This newsletter is published to keep you  
connected to things happening in and 
around Aurora Health Care.

X35883 (07/09) ©AHC

Beyond your practice

Giving Back
Just a few ways Aurora is committed to the communities we serve

Bike “Sightation” Program
Partnering with local police departments and restaurants

police officers armed with “sightations” not Citations pull children over for wearing their helmets. the sightation is good for an 
ice-cream treat at the local partnering establishment.

Free screenings
Select clinic locations are providing free cholesterol, blood pressure, BMI and glucose screenings to residents in the community. 
the 855 N. Westhaven location in Oshkosh will also be hosting free skin and prostate cancer screenings in September.

Blue Ribbon Kids Day
Staff from the Wautoma clinic provided clinic and health information to families. the community joins together to provide families 
a full day of fun and education free of charge. Kids were also given handwashing demonstrations, temporary tattoos and water 
bottles on behalf of Aurora.

We want to acknowledge the great things Aurora caregivers are doing in the community.  
Please share the ways you, your colleagues or departments are giving back by emailing kelly.jo.mcclanathan@aurora.org.



Aurora pharmacy has introduced the 
Aurora pharmacy prescription Savings 
Club, a valuable prescription savings 
club program for your patients.  

If patients do not have prescription 
drug coverage or their insurance 
does not cover all prescription 
drug needs, the Aurora pharmacy 
prescription Savings Club card 
can provide significant savings on 
medications for them and their 
families.

for an $11.95 per person annual 
fee, club participants will be able to 
receive 30-day generic prescriptions 
for $4.99 and 90-day prescriptions 
for $10.99. they will also receive 
$12 in coupons for Aurora pharmacy 
brand products when they enroll.

the savings club is not an insurance 
program, and anyone receiving 
prescription benefits from a publicly 
funded health care program such as 
Medicare or Medicaid are not eligible. 

enrollment forms 
for the prescription 
savings club are 
available at your 
local Aurora 
pharmacy – 
spread the word 
to your patients.

Over 300 runners and walkers 
participated in the first Aurora 5K 
Walk/run for Cancer in Oshkosh on 
Saturday, June 13. the event was 
held in conjunction with the Cancer 
Survivor’s Day Celebrate Life event.

Cancer survivors, their families and 
friends cheered on runners and 
walkers, enjoyed a light breakfast 
and listened to the upbeat steel 
drum music of pandora’s groove. 
face painting was available for 
the kids and information about 
Aurora Cancer Care was displayed. 
Dr. William Sacksteder, a thoracic 

surgeon for Aurora and a cancer 
survivor himself, was present to 
educate about the prevention of 
lung cancer. Chair massages were 
also provided for the walkers and 
runners at the end of the route.

Just over $15,000 was raised with 
all proceeds and pledges benefiting 
Aurora Cancer Services in Oshkosh.

A special thanks to all the sponsors, 
caregivers, volunteers and 
participants who made this  
event possible.

Aurora pharmacy’s new prescription 
savings club benefits patients

Aurora Health Foundation 
First 5K Walk/Run 
for Cancer a success

Paddle 
   for the 
      Pink

While this full-size pink kayak is not for 
sale, it will soon be traveling throughout 
Oshkosh and fond du Lac to represent a 
community awareness and fundraising 
campaign titled “paddle for the pink.”

In the coming months, this pink kayak 
will be displayed at area retailers to:
•  Remind women of the importance of 

mammograms
•  Highlight the Fox Valley’s only National 

Accreditation program for Breast 
Centers located at Aurora Medical 
Center in Oshkosh

•  Provide an opportunity for you to 
honor someone touched by breast 
cancer through the purchase of a $1 
pink kayak cutout – all proceeds will 
benefit Aurora Cancer Services through 
the Aurora Health Foundation

paddle for the pink concludes in  
October with the presentation of the  
full-size pink kayak, drawn among the 
names of those purchasing the $1 pink 
kayak cutout.

In the next few months, watch for the 
pink kayak display at local businesses.  
the display will also be at select clinic 
locations where caregivers can  
participate through the Aurora 
partnership Campaign.

In a recent article in Medical Economics, 
Wisconsin was rated second on the 
list of top 10 Best places to practice in 
America. texas was number one and 
Indiana came in at third.

“Wisconsin all the way around is a 
phenomenal practice environment for 
physicians,” says ryan tipton, executive 
vice president for Delta physician 
placement. “It’s one of those states in 
the upper Midwest where physicians 
financially do a little bit better.”

factors taken into account to determine 
this ranking were overall compensation, 
malpractice liability insurance rates, 
cost of doing business, health insurance 
competition, and the mix of public and 
commercial payers. Quality-of-life factors 

such as residential real estate prices, 
natural amenities, and weather were 
also taken into account.

the factors were measured by physician 
interviews, state medical societies 
and physician placement experts 
who recruit doctors to hospitals and 
group practices around the country. 
Statistical information was gathered 
from the Medical group Management 
Association, as well as data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau, the National Association 
of realtors, and the Kaiser family 
foundation, among other sources.

Aurora Health Care was also mentioned 
in the article as a major health system.

Lewis, Morgan Jr. (2009, July). America’s best places 
to practice. Medical Economics. Modern Medicine 
online. http://www.modernmedicine.com

Wisconsin ranked America’s second best place 
to practice

Dr. Robert Prehn and his daughter Kendall Jill Carlson and Dr. Jon Carlson

•  2009 is license renewal year. please 
watch for your mailed postcard and 
renew your license online through 
the Department of regulation by 
Oct. 31.

•  Save the date for the annual 
Christmas party, which has been 
revamped this year to separate 
business and pleasure. Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, Jan. 16, 
2010. the party will be held at the 
Hilton garden Inn in Oshkosh. More 
information to come.

•  The Annual Meeting is scheduled  
for Monday, Dec. 7, from noon to 
1:30 p.m. in Conference room A.

Remember ...

 Aurora welcomes to Oshkosh

Dr. Anita  
Gheller-Rigoni
Allergy/Immunology 

Dr. Michael Hsie
Radiation Oncology

Dr. Alyson Larson
Family Medicine

Dr. Patricia Morales 
Family Medicine
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