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Recession Friendly Pricing:  FREE 
The country’s current economic situation has impacted the lives of every American. The deepening recession has changed the way we live our lives, leaving many worried about finding and keeping a job. To lessen worries, people are doing what they can to be more invaluable in the workplace. An easy but sometimes costly way to do this is through continuing education.
Despite the recession, the cost of education continues to rise. In a recent Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article, a survey found that Pennsylvania’s public four-year campuses are the fourth-most expensive in the nation for tuition and fees (“College costs continue climbing,” Oct. 21). While continuing education is crucial, it comes with a cost. For some of us, this added cost is unavoidable as continuing our education is a state requirement. 
At the Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center, we realized the need to provide cost-effective opportunities for staff members as well as outside physicians and nurses to continue their education. Both the Pennsylvania State Board of Nursing and the State Board of Medicine require physicians and nurses to complete continuing education between license renewal periods—disciplinary action will be taken if continuing education is not maintained. Registered Nurses are required to complete 30 hours of continuing education and must receive information relevant to patient care in general or specialty areas.  

With the price of continuing education credits on the rise and the need to meet continuing education requirements, our staff helped to pave the way for the implementation of the Nursing and Physician Grand Rounds. With a diverse medical staff including more than 80 physicians from the University of Pittsburgh Physician Group and Neonatologists from the West Penn Allegheny Health System, The Children’s Home realized that the expertise of the physician staff could be a  way to provide continuing education to medical professionals in the Pittsburgh region.

 The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center has partnered with several companies to help underwrite the basic cost of the Grand Rounds continuing education sessions, including:  Community Care, Inc.; Interim Health Care; Pediatric Specialists; Resmed; Kimberly-Clark and MedImmune. 

The Grand Rounds events, held at The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center, are completely free of charge. The sessions are scheduled at the end of the work day with most presentations limited to one hour. During 2008-2009, 586 professionals attended the continuing education sessions to expand their knowledge of pediatric care. In 2010, we look to grow the program by providing at least eight continuing education opportunities. Some of the previous topics have included:  Long-Term Ventilator Strategies for the New BPD, Intestinal Transplantation, What Does Dysmorphic Really Mean, Care of the Medically Complex Child and Non-Invasive Respiratory Management of Patients’ with Neuro-Muscular Disease. 

If you would like to be notified about the continuing education sessions at The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center or your company would like to assist underwriting a special educational activity for our staff and the medical community, please contact Nicole Caravella at ncaravella@chomepgh.org or call 412-441-4884 x2043.
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Individuals that may be interviewed:
Pamela Schanwald, CEO, The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center, 412-441-4884
Dr. Fred Sherman, President of the Medical Staff, The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center, 

412-641-4107

Dr. Jon Finder, Physician Leadership Pulmonary Medicine, The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center, 

Alisha Dillman, Community Care, Inc., 724-830-9918 x105

Donna Mackay, Interim HealthCare, 412-436-2200 x22

