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PURPOSE: The purposes of Planning and Finalizing the Degree were many: to foster research, writing,
-discussion, and critical thinking skills; to enable students to understand concepts related to-the development of

college degrees, such as liberal study, credit level, progression, and integration; and to enable students to apply
reflection, self-assessment, and decision-making processes to develop an individualized degree plan and rationale
essay.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES: Students engaged in learning activities to meet each purpose of the course, They read
articles on degree purposes and design. They researched college catalogs and professional sources to validate
course choices for their degrees. They wrote essay sections explaining their goals and academic/professional
expectations for their degrees. They developed working lists of courses, and drafts and final copies of degree
plans and rationale essays. They discussed concepts as appropriate with their faculty Mentor and other students.

METHOD AND CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION: Students were evaluated on their skills in the areas of
self-assessment, research and application of information, and written and oral communication. Students were to
apply these skills as they created their degree plans and rationale essays to address their own goals,as well as
Empire State College guidelines and State University of New York general education requirements. Students
were expected to articulate goals, academic and professional expectations, and degree design both in their choice
of courses for the degree and in their rationale essays. Students were expected to show good ability to use
evidence and good written communication skills in their essays. Discussion was evaluated for frequency and
depth of thought.

EVALUATION: Mr. Holbert effectively completed Planning and Finalizing the Degree: Introductory. His early
discussion participation was consistent and reflected the required readings on the nature of college degrees and
college expectations. Mr. Holbert also demonstrated understanding of course readings and competency in his

____ WLiting assiqnments.i.His writing-continually_tocused_on-his_professiona! goa!s-in the intormation.technoloqy field,
and he made appropriate connections between his goals and the courses he selected for his degree plan. Mr.
Holbert used the assignments in the course to develop his thoughts on a future in the computer and information
systems fields, and ultimately determined these to be an appropriate concentrations in his degree. His
enthusiasm for investigating and learning about his own goals, college expectations, and professional
expectations resulted in a strong degree plan and rationale essay.

The student has earned a grade of A.


