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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 18, 2009

The Lane Coalition for Healthy Active Youth Hosts Film and Forum Series Exploring How Media, Place, and Policy Impact Health
Eugene, Ore.—Wednesday, December 9th, 2009, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Lane Coalition for Healthy Active Youth (LCHAY) begins its film and forum series with a showing of “Consuming Kids: The Commercialization of Childhood” followed by a conversation with a panel of local media experts. 

This event is free and open to the public and will be held in the University of Oregon HEDCO building, Room 220, at 1655 Alder Street, Eugene, Oregon.
The film, Consuming Kids sheds light on the practices of a multi-billion dollar marketing machine that sells kids and their parents everything from junk food, educational products and violent video games, to the family car. 

The 67 minute film draws on the insights of health care professionals, children’s advocates, and industry insiders to show how youth marketers have used the newest advances in psychology, anthropology, and neuroscience to convert American children into some of the most powerful, profitable consumers in the world. Consuming Kids raises questions about the ethics of marketing to children and its impact on their health and well-being. 

Following the film there will be an audience conversation with panelists including professors from the University of Oregon’s School of Journalism and Communication Carl Bybee and Deborah Merskin; public relations and marketing professional Jenny Ulum, and Eugene School District 4j board vice chair Beth Gerot.

Consuming Kids is part of LCHAY’s What the Health?! Initiative, a series of films and forums exploring how media, place, and policy affect our health and well-being. The series is made possible by support from Community Health Priorities; a project of The Northwest Health Foundation.

The goals of the film and forum series are to: enhance people’s understanding of the role and influence policy and environment have in determining individual behavior regarding making healthy choices; stimulate public conversation about health and wellness; gather information about Lane County residents’ priorities related to health, child wellness, obesity, and related conditions and diseases; and to increase capacity for citizen advocacy and support of programs and initiatives that improve health.

More information available at www.lchay.org 
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