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Hackney Youth Parliament Elections

Want to influence change? If you’re aged between 11-19 and live, 
work or go to school in Hackney, you can vote in the 
Hackney Youth Parliament (HYP) elections.

Between 13-16 October young people across Hackney will be voting in 
the HYP elections. You can vote at school, youth clubs or online.

See the results unfold at an event in Hackney Town Hall’s 
Assembly Hall from 3-5.30pm, Thursday 16 October.

All absolutely 

FREE
For more information visit:

www.hackney.gov.uk/talk-politics   
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Introduction

Welcome to the candidate booklet for the Hackney Youth
Parliament Elections 2008. 
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child acknowledges that
those under 18 years of age have the ability and, therefore, the right
to be involved in decision-making. Over the next few years, every local
authority will be working with its partners to find out what works best
for children and young people in its area and act on it. Hackney Youth
Parliament is our central body for young people’s involvement and
gives young people in the borough the opportunity to meet with
Councillors and agencies working with and on behalf of young
people in order to discuss their aspirations, issues and concerns.
These elections mark the end of an intense period of work for all the
candidates in bringing their manifestos to life and preparing to stand
for election. All of the candidates should be congratulated for being

prepared to play an active role in their community and promote young people’s involvement in democracy
locally, nationally and globally. All of the candidates listed are offering you their commitment to working to
improve the voice of young people in Hackney. As the Council’s Youth Participation Team we are also
committed to ensuring that young people can have meaningful opportunities to be involved and heard. We
believe that involving young people in decision-making will result in a balanced, representative and democratic
community that ultimately benefits all residents. You can be assured that we’ll be working with the elected
Youth Parliament members to support them to gain the skills, knowledge and confidence to carry out their
responsibilities. 
Please read the manifestos enclosed and use your vote as it is important to elect those who can best represent
the wider youth population. Remember, decisions are made by those who show up, so please vote.
For further information on the Hackney Youth Parliament or Neighbourhood Forums please contact the Youth
Participation Team on 020 8986 0285.

Michael Connors 
Youth Participation Manager 

Welcome...

This booklet has been produced by Hackney Council Youth Service.
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Hackney Youth Parliament elections 2008

Help make positive change for young people in Hackney
If you are aged between 11-19 and live, work or socialise in Hackney you can vote in the Hackney Youth
Parliament election. Between 13-16 October 08 voting will take place in schools and youth clubs across the
borough. This is your chance to influence change. 

Frequently asked questions

What is the Hackney Youth Parliament (HYP)? 
The HYP aims to give a voice to young people aged 11-19 in
Hackney. It is made up of 25 members that have been
elected from the four area youth forums, the Young People’s
Disability Forum and LGBT Forum.  The HYP aims to
represent the views of young people in Hackney. 

What does the HYP do? 
The HYP’s collective voice has the power to influence
change on important decisions that affect the lives of young
people in Hackney. Members attend meetings and are
listened to by Hackney Council, the Police and other 
service providers. 

Can I be a candidate? 
Unfortunately you’ve missed the deadline to register as a
candidate. However, if you are not already a member of an
area forum you can join that and stand for election next year. 

Are all candidates trained? 
Yes. All candidates are given training before the election.
Training will cover:
•How the election process works 
•How to run a campaign 
•How to write and give a speech 
•How to persuade people to vote (canvass). 
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If you would like more information about the HYP and the elections contact michael.connors@hackney.gov.uk
or call 0777222319. For more information about the results event visit www.hackney.gov.uk/talk-politics

Who decides who will be part of the HYP?
You do! If you are between 11-19 years old and live, work,
or socialise in the borough then you can vote.

How can I vote? 
Registration for online voting closed on 18 September 08. 

Ballot voting will take place in secondary schools and youth
centres across the borough between Monday 13 and
Thursday 16 October. This will be via a paper vote unless
you have already registered for online voting. 

When will the results be announced? 
The results will be announced at a high-profile event in the
Assembly Hall of Hackney Town Hall, on Thursday 16
October, between 3-5.30pm. The event will include a final 
e-count of the votes and other activities and information
relating to democracy.  

How can I find out more? 
If you would like more information about the youth area
forums contact the following people:

• Homerton 
nathan.cato@hackney.gov.uk  0797634224

• North East 
cat.garrett@hackney.gov.uk  07527385664

• Shoreditch 
michael.connors@hackney.gov.uk  07772227319

• Stoke Newington 
mandy.richards@hackney.gov.uk  07772227319
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what we do why we do it

• Take action on local issues like more things to do 
and crime

• Improve services for young people
• Consultations with other young people
• Plan events and put on workshops
• Discussion and debate
• Weekly meetings

We want to be involved in something that makes our
community safer, more enjoyable and gives young
people more things to do.

* It’s an opportunity to meet other young people

* Develop new skills and gain qualifications

* Have new experiences

* Good for your CV

* Residentials and trips

* Your chance to make a difference

Your nearest Youth Forum is Shoreditch
Call or text: Michael or Mandy on 07772 227319
for more info and details of the next meeting.

Shoreditch Area Youth Forum

why you should get involved

Don’t be a waste!

Join your Area Youth Forum
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Shoreditch 
Candidate Manifestos
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Rhasan Brunner 
Hi, my name is Rhasan David
Brunner.  I am thirteen years old
and I grew up in Dalston, Hackney,
in a mixed-race and cultural family
with my grandparents, my mother
and my aunties.  

Living in Hackney I have met many
interesting people from different
backgrounds.  And recently, I
started to take an interest in
community activities such as:

• Writing for Hackney Today
newspaper

• Volunteering

I realised if I stood for election to
Hackney Youth Parliament I can
do something good.  

One of the issues I’ll work on is
contributing to a continuing
campaign against bullying.  I
will make it a priority in schools
to tackle it.  It can be very
dangerous when combined with
gang activity.  I want to
promote anti-bullying
programmes and awareness of
how bad it is for the young
people it affects.

The second issue is to promote
more volunteering and community
activities to young people.  I am
working with HVA, a Hackney
volunteering organisation, to
create a magazine to show the
range of cultural events and
organisations which young people

can access to pursue their
different interests.  I hope to
encourage young people to take
part in them, to help them discover
their potential, and to take
advantage of the opportunities that
offer them new skills and new
exciting experiences.

Shoreditch Youth Forum

I will work hard to achieve my aims of  promoting events and organisations, and to
stop bullying, and to make a positive difference to young people in Hackney.
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Athenia George

My name is Athenia George. I am
16 years old. I have grown up

within the area of Hackney, been
educated within the area and I
believe it is my duty to give
something back to the area
where I was born and bred in. 

If I am chosen to represent the
area of Shoreditch I believe I will
make a vast difference. 

I aim to eradicate crime, not by
means of cure but by means of
prevention. I aim to do this by
providing youth clubs in order to
provide activities for our young
people to do in order to keep
them off the street and within a
safe, secure environment. Within
these youth clubs will be free and

confidential advice for young
people on issues they may face,
such as gun and knife crime,
drugs, teenage pregnancies 
and many other issues. Outings
to areas of attraction will 
also take place as well as 
talent shows.  

I will ensure young, single
mothers have somewhere to go
in order to meet individuals who
may be in similar situations to
themselves. At these meetings,
young mothers will be able to
receive free, confidential advice
on how to care for their child 
and what to do if they wish to 
re-enter education. 

In conclusion, I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for taking the time 
out to read this manifesto. I trust that you will consider my interest in making 

the area of  Shoreditch a better place to live in. 
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Martin Kakaire

Dear all, my name is Martin and we
are here today for us, the youth, to
decide on who we can trust to

assist decisions made for young
people within Hackney. I feel very
confident in doing so. I believe I
could help us all.  We should not
be afraid to stand up for what we
need.  I was born in this borough
so I can relate to the majority of
youth in this borough.  First of all, 
I think we shouldn’t be intimidated
whenever we use our rights.
Whenever we make suggestions
they shouldn’t be ignored.  Many
people in Hackney try and do
positive things, but that doesn’t
seem to get highlighted in our local
gazette; instead the recent crazy
person/people to be feared is all
that’s in the light. I’m not saying it’s
bad to update us, just address the
situation in a proper manner.

Schools are another thing I would
like to tackle, not just schools, but
the school council programme. I’ve
been on one before and nothing
kicked in until 3 years later.  I’m
not sure whether we have any but
there should be people we can
turn to with our suggestions for
everything we’re concerned about.
If those people exist they need to
be shown more often.  As people
we all make mistakes and I feel as
though we shouldn’t isolate ex-
convicts, but help them change.  I
know there are many people being
killed today and it affects us all.
What happened to the extra police
officers they put on the streets?
Did Hackney get any?  Doesn’t
seem so to me.

Shoreditch Youth Forum

As the people of  tomorrow we are the future, we’re not promised tomorrow, 
so make the most of  today, vote for me.
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Abiola Oyewumi
Hey, my name is Abiola.  The
Hackney Youth Parliament does not
only concern me, it concerns YOU
too, because altogether WE are the
YOUTH who make up HACKNEY.  I
do want you to know that I’m a very
determined young person that feels
very strongly about the views
concerning Hackney today,
especially the negative stereotypes
of young people in this borough.

I’ve lived in Hackney for almost my
whole life and want Hackney to be a
place where people like you and I
can be proud of and even for the
next generation to be proud of.  I
believe that Hackney is full of many
undiscovered talents and, if you
elect me to Hackney Youth

Parliament, I aim to do whatever I
can to make sure that young people
have more opportunities to show
off their amazing hidden talents by
speaking to the kind of people who
can make these things possible.
Hackney needs more positive
changes within the community and
I aim to make Hackney a safer,
happier environment.

I want to get you more involved in
HYP because I believe that young
people in Hackney should work
together.  So, if elected, I plan on
setting up a Hackney Youth
Parliament email address so you’ll
be able to email your opinions
and concerns and I’ll make sure
these are heard in the HYP

meetings we’ll be having with 
the Hackney councillors and 
Heads of Service.

So for a happier Hackney… Vote Abi!
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Shoreditch Youth Forum
Rona Skerratt
Hello people of Hackney. 
My name is Rona Skerratt.  I’ve
lived in Hackney all my life and
now I want to make change.  
I am standing for Hackney Youth
Parliament, not only to change
my life, but yours too.

I believe strongly that no matter
what race, religion or how able
you are there’s more to you than
you know, and there’s more to
Hackney than the press knows.
The stereotype of Hackney
needs to be changed!  I think as
a community we can change
this stereotype and we can
show the goodness of Hackney
that the press don’t see.  I want

us to show everyone that we’re
not all bad and we can achieve.  

I believe I can change this by
getting your views and listening
to them then taking them to the
press and I won’t stop till we’re
the front page for change and I
will push ‘til we get it.  
Because if we get praised as a
community it changes us as
individuals too. It changes our
views on where we live and if 
we change that, we can achieve 
a brighter future.  

I not only want to do 
this for myself but to be 
able to say I helped the
community to change 
and come together.

If  you vote for me I promise change.  
We need to get our message across so let’s start! Vote for me, Rona Skerratt.
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Khadijah Peace Watkis-Lewis
I’ve lived in east London all my
life and so far I have noticed
certain faults. For young people
living in and around Hackney
there are a limited number of
productive environments to
socialise in - youth clubs are fine
but I, as a young person, would
much rather do something
constructive with my friends
which will be of benefit to me 
in later life. 

I feel the right environment for
us as young people to socialise
in would be a local and well-
known venue, e.g. Ocean, Round
Chapel or Hackney Town Hall.
This enables young people to

interact with
others from different areas and
schools. The kind of event 

I propose would be either
weekly/monthly social events 
e.g. parties, movie nights or
structured talks on issues
concerning young people. These
events will be designed to attract
at least 60 - 100 young people in
Hackney. I would also like to
involve some sort of extra-
curricular activities such as
drama, events management,
singing, music production etc. 
I believe if young people gained 
a qualification/certificate for
participating and passing the
course the social events will
attract more people and they
could use the certificate in 
their c.v. 

If  we identify what we need in order to succeed, we will... Trust me.  
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what we do why we do it

• Take action on local issues like more things to do 
and crime

• Improve services for young people
• Consultations with other young people
• Plan events and put on workshops
• Discussion and debate
• Weekly meetings

We want to be involved in something that makes our
community safer, more enjoyable and gives young
people more things to do.

* It’s an opportunity to meet other young people

* Develop new skills and gain qualifications

* Have new experiences

* Good for your CV

* Residentials and trips

* Your chance to make a difference

Your nearest Youth Forum is North East
Call or text: Nathan on 07976 342244 or 
Cat 07527 385664 for more info and details of 
the next meeting.

North East Area Youth Forum

why you should get involved

Don’t be a waste!

Join your Area Youth Forum
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North East 
Candidate Manifestos
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North East Youth Forum
Bianca Baker
Hi, my name is Bianca and I am
running as a candidate because I
believe that young people’s voices
should be heard. 

I am going to focus on key issues
that relate to us young people, 
for example:

• Stop and Search
• Funding for young people
• Improving on bad media about

young people

Aims
• I hope to resolve these issues

by working with professionals
such as the police and local
councillors as well as you,
young people.

• Make sure young people know
their rights regarding Stop 
and Search.

• Find out what funding is

available for young people and

pledge for more funding

towards schools, youth centres

and community groups.

• Put a stop to bad media against
young people and, instead,
show us in a positive light.

It’s time to face the music.  

There are gangs, 
there’s crime, 
there’s poverty but 
THERE’S STILL HOPE FOR US.  

WHAT WILL YOU DO?  

I am going to focus on key issues that relate to us young people.
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Kaadine Hughes
Hello my name is Kaadine Hughes.
I have lived and grown up in
Hackney all of my life.  I care about
where I live and the people who live
here too.  Many disturbing reports
are being reported on the TV and in
the newspapers.

One subject in particular is 
youth crime.  About a quarter of
Hackney’s population are young
people under the age of 18 years.
We are living as a nation where
footballer’s wives, violence, drug
abuse, under-age pregnancy,
alcohol and earning a quick buck
are something to aspire to.  The
‘ugly behaviour’, which was once
looked down upon in our society,
is sadly now admired.

Everyone says they want to make
changes but it never seems to
happen.  With the recent youth
crime toll and knife crime rising
in London, and in East London,
in particular, there needs to be
more young people getting
involved to create a positive
environment to move forward
and aspire too.

If I get elected, I’m going to 
get more workshops and youth
clubs and make sure they are
promoted properly.

I am a regular guy, just another kid,
but one with a passion to help
inspire our youth culture to live a
positive way of life.  

I can be your voice.  
I will work and commit myself 
fully to listening to your needs 
and ideas.  I can work closely 
with youth projects and work
closely, not only with our local
police, but within our 
local authority.  

Vote for me, I am a can-do person and will make a difference.  
Although, these changes will not be easy, together we can make a difference.
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North East Youth Forum

Hi, my name is Ashley, I am 13.  
I am standing because I feel as a
young person I will be able to
connect with the Hackney youth.  

I also want to make you happy.  I
want every Hackney youth to enjoy
their young life. 

If I am elected hopefully I can
provide more workshops in and out
of school about gun crime and
healthy eating, community trips,
more environment groups, more
play centres, free sexual health
advice, Saturday schools, a skating
park, a multi-sports ground,
Hackney sports day, dance classes,
a music studio, music workshops,
art workshops, more disabled
activities, Hackney disabled sports
day, disabled therapy, hairdressing
workshops, nail care, massage
courses, make-up courses,
language courses and design 
and technology. 

These workshops and courses are
aimed at keeping the Hackney youth
off the streets.  These workshops
are also aimed at keeping the
Hackney youth occupied with
exciting fun things to do. 

I also want to help the borough
become a better place. I want a
chance to be able to give young
people advice about making the
right decisions in life.  Young
people need advice and help to
guide them.  Sometimes I wake up
in the morning and ask myself,
'why is it so easy to be bad and
hard to be good?' If I am elected I
will make it easier to be good!

One love, one community, one
Hackney - it's our time!

Ashley Samuel Louis

One love, one community, one Hackney - it's our time!
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My name is Ify and I am here to talk
about my vision for where we live.

We are the children of the present
and the adults of the future and I
believe that the area we live in is
the best. I mean, if Hackney
wasn’t great we wouldn’t be
hosting the Olympics!

But, there are a number of 
things that we can do to make 
it even greater.

I would like to make many positive
changes that can help reduce
youth crime and inspire youth
harmony:
• Activities during school breaks

(sports, music, drama, dance, trips).

• Events after school (music,
homework and sports leagues).

• Community youth meetings –
about current concerns, ideas,
sexual advice and drugs
awareness.

I am a youth, just like you, on a
mission, which I will complete,
and my mission, just like you, is
to make changes that I feel
strongly about, just like you.

All this will take time to achieve
but I’m here to make sure that we
take one step a day to realise our
dreams, so please don’t get my
message twisted, I’m not here to
add a tick on my CV, I’m asking
you to be real!  

And I will hope that you take my
message seriously, believing in the
united power of our vision and
actions, and the ability that each
and every one of us can make a
positive difference to the place 
we live in!

Ify Obawye

If  Hackney wasn’t great we wouldn’t be hosting the Olympics!
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North East Youth Forum

My name is Matthew Oyetunji and I
would make a great member of the
Hackney Youth Parliament.

Why?
• As a youth born and bred in

Hackney, I understand the issues
that young people in the area are
facing, including postcode wars
and gun and knife crime.  I want
to see positive change in our
environment, not only for us now,
but for our younger brothers 
and sisters.

• I have a good breadth of
experience, working and training
with young people in Hackney.

• Last year I participated in a
leadership course and received a
successful completion certificate.

• I have trained and work as a
peer mentor in my school,
therefore, I have a good
understanding of how to help
youth achieve their full potential.

• I have a creative streak and can
think outside the box; this year 
I was selected to submit a poem
to Buckingham Palace.

What do I want to see in Hackney?
More:
• Youth clubs.
• Sport clubs.
• Training courses, where youth can

learn interpersonal and life skills.
• Summer Activities.
• Commitment to long-term

funding of the above, as well as
other worthy local projects.

How?
I will play an active role in
publicising the local youth agenda
and in securing increased funding
to support local projects.

Rome wasn’t built in a day. I believe through playing a key role in lobbying and
pushing for small, meaningful changes, in time, the issues and barriers Hackney

youth face can be resolved.

Matthew Oyetunji

PJ35897 Youth LDW Booklet 210x210mm:Layout 1  23/9/08  14:45  Page 14



My name is Stephanie Latica
Ugbomah.  I want you to vote for
me because aren’t you fed up of
seeing young people hanging
around the streets or in your local
area with nothing to do?

If yes, then this is your time to
make a difference in your
community.  Most of those young
people could be given a chance to
join youth clubs and carry out
activities they enjoy doing, such
as making music, playing games,
going on trips, sports and
cooking classes instead of
hanging on the streets.  So come

on people, pick up your pens 
and put the mark on that paper
and vote for me!  The choice is
yours.  Make sure you make the
right choice.

I am currently working with
people to try and improve some
of the old youth clubs into high
technology buildings.  Come on
people, we have been deprived for
too long!  By voting for me I can
make change happen.  Would you
like to see your youth club
revamped and more modernised?
If yes, then you have to vote 
for me.

The choice is yours.

Stephanie Latica Ugbomah
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North East Youth Forum
Ismael Zakari
Hi my name is Ismael Zakari.  
I am from Hackney and I am 16
years old.  

I put myself up as a candidate
because I believe that I am very
responsible and loyal and, by me
being a young person, I can help
put other young people’s ideas
into action.  I understand that it is
very annoying to have an idea on
how to improve activities and just
have them ignored.  As a young
person I have also been through
that.  I have experience in youth
work so I am well aware of what
my responsibilities will be as a
member of Hackney Youth
Parliament.  I will be visiting
schools and colleges to hear from

other young people about their
ideas and suggestions on how
activities and services can be
improved in Hackney.  

I will be working on involving
young people in activities like
sports, which include football
training, basketball, boxing,
snooker and dance.  If some of
these activities do not appeal to
you I would like to hear your
ideas on what activities you
would like me to put in place.
With these activities I hope to
encourage young people in
Hackney to socialise with each
other while enjoying themselves.
I have a dream that every young
person in Hackney will become

united and all the trouble with
post code wars will come to 
an end.  

Vote for me and we can all hope for a better future for Hackney 
and all the young people living here.  Thank you for your time.
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www.thehype.info

Aged 13-19? log onto it...
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what we do why we do it

• Take action on local issues like more things to do 
and crime

• Improve services for young people
• Consultations with other young people
• Plan events and put on workshops
• Discussion and debate
• Weekly meetings

We want to be involved in something that makes our
community safer, more enjoyable and gives young
people more things to do.

* It’s an opportunity to meet other young people

* Develop new skills and gain qualifications

* Have new experiences

* Good for your CV

* Residentials and trips

* Your chance to make a difference

Your nearest Youth Forum is Homerton
Call or text: Cat 07527 385664 or 
Nathan 07976 342244 for more info and details 
of the next meeting.

Homerton Area Youth Forum

why you should get involved

Don’t be a waste!

Join your Area Youth Forum
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Homerton
Candidate Manifestos
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Homerton Youth Forum
Cynthia Edo
My name is Cynthia and the
reason for me standing for
election is because I am tired of
hearing about and knowing young
people dying throughout Hackney.
Young people “jam” on the street,
which leads to them carrying
weapons and sometimes even
using them.  Well, I want to have a
chance to make an impact all
around the borough.  As a young
person I believe that I can connect
to young people and be a pathway
for them to get their voices and
their ideas heard.  I want to work
with decision-makers so that we
can make long lasting changes,
such as:
• Introducing more places 

for youth to “jam” instead of 
the streets.

• More jobs for youth to keep
them busy and it will be a way
for them to make money in a
legal way.

• More community events that will
help the youth get more sociable
and friendly.

It’s really crucial that we young
people get a chance to open our
mouths and speak our thoughts.
When a young person lets their
thoughts out, it won’t only be
heard by one person but by every
young person around the borough
and in newsletter and magazines.

I strongly believe that I can make
changes if given the chance.  I
strongly believe that I can also
make Hackney a better place to

live in.  I want to put a stop to
these killings and heartbreaks.
Only with your help can we make
Hackney a safer place.

It’s really crucial that we young people get a chance to open 
our mouths and speak our thoughts.
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Kelly-Louise Edwards
My name is Kelly-Louise. I am 16
years young and have lived in
Hackney all my life. Being a young
person living in Hackney, I believe
I can relate to other young
people’s experiences. I am a very
persuasive person who doesn’t
take no for an answer. I am
dedicated and reliable so I will not
let you down! I care about the
views of other young people in
Hackney and my aim is to simply
find out what young people in
Hackney want so that they too can
play a part in changing Hackney.

I feel I have plenty of experience
to help me as I have been a Youth
Inspector, ensuring young people
get the best out of the services

they use. I am also currently
presenting a show called ‘Our
Everyday Lives’ where we young
people get to discuss issues
that really affect us. Over the
last few months I have been
working on a project called the
Hubbz where a group of us
have been holding sessions at
youth clubs with young people
to place a bid with the lottery
to refurbish 4 youth clubs
turning them into modern,
state-of-the-art youth Hubbz.
Every young person deserves
the right to brilliant facilities!

I am passionate about young
people getting the chance to be
heard and make a difference! It’s

about what young people want
changed! 

So let’s make a difference! 
And if  I am elected into HYP that’s what I am fighting for! 

PJ35897 Youth LDW Booklet 210x210mm:Layout 1  23/9/08  14:46  Page 21



Lindsay Jones
Hi.  My name is Lindsay Jones
and I am standing because I feel
that as a young person I will be
able to connect with young
people and also be able to
communicate with adults.  

It is important to let people know
what new ideas young people
have and get them heard.  

I think I would be a good HYP
representative because I have a
loud voice and know how to put
my point across and make sure

that I am listened to and heard.  
I will commit 110% to help make
the changes that young people
want to see happen in the area.  

I will organise meetings monthly
with heads of services to discuss
the issues that the young people
have put across to me.  

I will also try to make myself
available to go out fortnightly to
speak to the young people on the
estates of Homerton.

Homerton Youth Forum

It is important to let people know what new ideas young people 
have and get them heard. 
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Kim Pham
My name is Kim and I am
standing because I want to make a
positive change to Hackney.

As a young person who is very
committed to Hackney and has
lived here all my life, I have gained
many experiences that will help
me represent other young people
and make sure the voices of young
people are heard.  I know the
expectations and I will step up and
give up my time for you and will
try my hardest to make changes
such as:
• Fighting negative media, which

creates false stereotypes and
makes Hackney seem like a 
bad place.

• Help to establish and provide
more sports activities for 
young people.

• Improving facilities like youth
clubs and centres to provide
more things for young people 
to do.

• Hold events for young people to
help show your talents.

• Create opportunities for disabled
and ethnic minority young
people so that they can have 
the same opportunities as
everyone else.

In the past I have helped youth
clubs and projects get funding,
helped youth clubs improve their
service as part of the Youth

Inspection Team, held educational
events and much more to help
Hackney’s young people.

Now it’s your time to let your voice be heard because I’m here to listen, 
take your views on board and do my very best to make it happen!

After all, young people are the future of  Hackney!
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Homerton Youth Forum

I am going to get straight to the
point.  Electing me would ensure
that you will have someone who
will speak for the young people of
Homerton. 

I am also the most suitable
person to be elected because I
understand what the youth of
Homerton want.  Our work
together can extend youth club
times, which will reduce the
amount of young people hanging
around on the streets. 

Voting for me simply means that
there will be drastic but positive
changes made in the Homerton
area, and I will raise issues and
concerns that you as the future of

this area have about Homerton.  

My priorities are not to help
myself but to make sure that your
views are heard and respected by
the people who have the power to
change Homerton. 

I know as a young person myself
that the majority of young people
enjoy going out and socialising,
so obviously your thoughts and
ideas will be needed.  For
example, maybe a sheltered place
for meeting up with friends?  

I believe that I am the person that
will hear your points of view
about Homerton, but won’t ignore
or neglect them.  

Anita Opoku

If  you feel your voice is being ignored, 
take a stand and vote for me.
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Jacob Williams
I have a vision that:
• Hackney will one day become well

known as a place for good.
• Hackney’s youth will be doing

something they enjoy.
• Hackney’s negative image from

the media will begin to disappear.

Sadly those visions count for
nothing if there’s no one to help
them come true.

My name is Jacob Williams and I
have been a proud Hackney
resident all my life.  I, like many of
you, have experienced the ups and
downs of Hackney and I know that
the perception of youth in our area is
usually false. Having worked on the
Youth Charter I already know what
many of us young people want.

When the media and adults
stereotype us we tend to end up
conforming. I want to be able to
help Hackney’s young people have

something they want to do. Well,
just like you, I want a change.

If you vote for me as the Homerton
Youth MP, I promise to do my 
best to:

•Make sure there is 
something for youth 
of every age, race, gender 
and ability to do what 
interests you.

• Give youth a sense of pride that
they come from Hackney

• And finally, to make sure your
ideas and voices are heard
because you are the most
important people here.

If you want your voices to be heard,
then vote for me.

Together we can all change things positively for ourselves, 
for our community and the future of  Hackney.
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what we do why we do it

• Take action on local issues like more things to do 
and crime

• Improve services for young people
• Consultations with other young people
• Plan events and put on workshops
• Discussion and debate
• Weekly meetings

We want to be involved in something that makes our
community safer, more enjoyable and gives young
people more things to do.

* It’s an opportunity to meet other young people

* Develop new skills and gain qualifications

* Have new experiences

* Good for your CV

* Residentials and trips

* Your chance to make a difference

Your nearest Youth Forum is Stoke Newington
Call or text: Mandy or Michael on 07772 227319
for more info and details of the next meeting.

Stoke Newington Area Youth Forum

why you should get involved

Don’t be a waste!

Join your Area Youth Forum
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Stoke Newington
Candidate Manifestos
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Stoke Newington Youth Forum
Remi Adekunle
I’m not saying that all adults in
our society are uneducated about
the needs of kids in Hackney, but
it seems that most of them are
oblivious to them. The media has
managed to obtain the power it
needs in order to dictate their
views, which just isn’t right. 

My name is Remi Adekunle and I
am a 15 year old boy who has
lived in Hackney all his life. I feel
as though I’ve experienced a lot
during my time here so the
connection between young
people and I would be a mutual
one. I’d be able to lend a helping
hand in discovering talent
amongst the youth e.g. dancing,

drawing etc. through co-ordinating
talent shows and events so we can

be showcased. I will also try and
introduce mentoring type
workshops for such things as sex
and drugs and dealing with stress
at home so that young people
don’t feel as though they’re
another brick in the wall. I’m very
open-minded and think that a
bigger interest needs to be taken
in order for the plague which is
starting to spread throughout our
community, knife crime, to
decrease. As a wise man (or
woman) once said, ‘There is no I
in T.E.A.M (Together Everybody
Achieves More)’ so if we all pay
our dues and put in the work
that’s needed then we’ll certainly
achieve more. 

The youth of  Hackney need their voice projected and heard, 
so please allow me to be your microphone…by voting for me! 
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Shamain Dillon

My aim: Is to help change
prejudice, negative views and
stereotypes of Hackney and young
people living in Hackney.

How can this be done?
This can be done by promoting
positive actions using the media,
schools and youth services and by
putting on award ceremonies to
highlight young people’s
achievements in all aspects. This
should be pushed by the authorities
who have the power to influence
the media.

Also projects need to be led with
young people as decision-makers
so that they can play a part to
show that they are not all that they
have been made out to be and to
show their positive potential.

Focus: I think prevention is better
than cure, so we should try to give
young people support when they
are doing ok and before they get
into trouble. My dad always says:

“Prevention is better than cure!”

Personal Development:
I would set up youth projects that
deal with personal development,
which help to bring the best out of
us instead of just youth centres
where you go and play sports and
get bored.

I would also create projects to teach
young people about bullying, peer
pressure and conflict resolution skills.

Parents: There needs to be a way of
getting parents to learn more about
parenting skills to get the best out
of their children.

Volunteering: There should be
volunteering opportunities for
younger young people so that they
can be part of their community.

Prevention is better than cure, so we should try to give young people 
support when they are doing ok.
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Stoke Newington Youth Forum

I’d like to become a member of HYP
because I feel I could represent
young people around Hackney well.
Being in HYP will help me address
challenges and changes that have to
be made for young people. If I were
to become a member of HYP there
would be three main changes I’d like
to make.

The first would be challenging the
stereotypes of young people across
Hackney. Currently, youths are seen
as a statistic under knife crime.
This is unfair. Young people are
doing great things within our
community, however, this isn’t
seen by all. For example, there are
many youth groups and forums
which people have joined and then

helped run. Many young people
are doing vast amounts of
voluntary work.

Secondly, I want young people to
be rewarded for whatever they’re
excelling at. Whether it’s being
great at badminton, art, music
or maths, you should be
recognised with, not only
certificates, but an award. This
could be done through Hackney
Youth Awards, a yearly event
rewarding youths for their effort
across the borough, being bigger
and more known.

And, finally, I’d like to achieve
promotion for youth facilities. 
This is because not enough young 

people know where local youth
centres, provisions and facilities
are. However, they’re not promoted
enough. So places which are free
and accessible for young people
will be recognised.

Simrian Gujra

These are changes I hope to achieve within a year if  I were to be elected. 
Thank you for reading my statement. 
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Lillian Jones
About me
• I was born in Hackney and have

lived here all my life.  I go to a
local school. I’m proud of
Hackney and its diversity.

• I care passionately about the
environment. I’m proud that my
family haven’t had a car for 5
years.

• I’m not somebody who just talks.
I get out and do things and want
to do that for all the young people
in Hackney.

My experience
• I’ve been interviewed by national

newspapers about green issues.
• I’ve campaigned (on different

issues) in London-wide, local and
national elections.

What I would do
• Campaign for an out-of-school

freephone hotline offering
information and answering
questions about what you can do
in your area, worries about where
you live and to report things that
don’t seem right.

• Get the Council to explain clearly
and simply what the impact of
their policies would be on young
people.

The Olympics
This is the most important thing
that’s happened in Hackney for
years. This mustn’t become
something that Hackney’s youth
feel isn’t for them. We need to 
start now.
• Hackney must work out ways in

which young people (whether

sporty or not) can get actively
involved in the build up.

• Hackney should produce free
aerial photos of the site and our
borough so that people can see
where they live in relation to it.

• There should be a Routemaster
touring Hackney with interactive
games, freebies and videos about
Hackney and the Games.

This is the most important thing that’s happened in Hackney for years. This mustn’t
become something that Hackney’s youth feel isn’t for them. We need to start now. 
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Stoke Newington Youth Forum
Hannah Lashley
Hi, my name is Hannah Lashley.
I’m 16 years old. I live in Hackney
and I am part of Stoke Newington
Youth Forum.

I want to be a Hackney Youth
Parliament Representative because I
believe I can be the voice of young
people today.

As part of my role, I will make
sure more youth clubs are open
where you can socialise and enjoy
fun activities that young people
will have access to after school
hours and during school breaks.
This will make for a safer
environment - to be indoors,
rather than on the streets.

I will also fight for a seasonal event
for young people to show off any
talent that they have. This means,
every few months, there will be an
event for young people to compete
against each other in order to
become the winner. This can range
from various categories like acting,
dancing, singing, MC’ing, drawing
and more.  This will bring
entertainment to everyone and it
will also show that Hackney youth
have a lot of positive things about
them, instead of the negative
representations in the media.

One more thing I will do for you is
set up a website where you can see
all my latest actions around
Hackney. This will allow you to

share your ideas and opinions
about improving different things in
your area. 

So, as representing the voice of  young people today, your vote will work with me
because “Changes are happening and you’re a part of  that”.
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Omojolade Olusanya
Being a teenager in Hackney, I
know what it’s like to have adults
thinking that youth from the
borough are up to no good and will
amount to nothing. I want to
change that. I believe that I can
serve as a medium between the
adults and youth and help to
improve the connection between us
so that we are heard, listened to.

By engaging in the social,
cultural and educational aspects
of the lives of Hackney’s young
people, I aim to change the 
view of adults on youth and 
their actions. I aim to improve
the standard of the current
sports facilities and youth 
clubs and make discounts
available in borough gyms 
for young people. 

I aim to introduce special
workshops to help young people
with matters concerning physical
relations, emotional stress and
social status. Those workshops
that do exist, I aim to analyse and
improve where necessary.

Concerning education, I will 
tackle the issue of school truancy
and see where young people need
help in developing knowledge.
Books that are absent from
borough libraries will be made
available as soon as possible. 

As an African I know that culture
is important. And in that aspect I
will tackle the cultural absence in
Hackney and embrace all 
cultures as much as 
possible.

As your Hackney
representative, I will make sure that
your views are heard and listened to
by the adults in power and show 
that we care about what happens
in our borough.

I believe that I can serve as a medium between the adults and youth and help to
improve the connection between us so that we are heard, listened to.

PJ35897 Youth LDW Booklet 210x210mm:Layout 1  23/9/08  14:48  Page 33



Stoke Newington Youth Forum
Rachel Piper
I love living in Hackney and I’m sure
you do too. 

But aren’t there a few things you
would change?  Wouldn’t you like
more to do? Wouldn’t you like
decisions to be made with people
like you in mind?

I believe that Stoke Newington
needs fun safe spaces for young
people to socialise with friends. For
example, our parks need to be
designed for today’s young people.
Hackney is about to spend millions
of pounds on Clissold Park.  At the
moment I’m finding out how 11-19
year olds want that money spent. 

If you vote for me I will push the

people at the top to set up the sort
of youth spaces you will want to use.

Sadly, gun and knife crime is a big
problem in Hackney.  I think that by
setting up positive things for young
people to do the number of
stabbings/shootings could be
brought down as young people will
have somewhere safe to go.

I also want to help Hackney
celebrate the achievements of
those young people who are
making a real difference in Hackney.
I want people to see the positive
side of Hackney.

I will talk to people like you and I
will listen. I will find out what you 

think needs changing. I believe
young people’s views should be
taken to the top. That’s my priority. 

This is all about what you want.
What Stoke Newington wants.

Love Hackney?  Want to make it even better?  Vote Rachel Piper
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Patrice Redman-Pinard
My name is Patrice, I’m 16 years
old and I’ve been living in Hackney
all my life. Consequently, just like a
patriotic wartime hero, I carry a
great sense of pride - Hackney
Pride! 

To me Hackney is not just a
London borough, Hackney is
home. It’s a vibrant place that acts
like a magnet attracting people of
different races, religions and
cultures into one place where they
are united despite their differences
and all share the same spirit,
which makes up the unique body
of Hackney. 

However, there are many problems
which are affecting our
community such as gang culture,
gun and knife crime and

education. This is why I’m calling
you to start becoming part of the
solution not the problem as the
only people who can help
eradicate our problems is us, the
Hackney community!

I’m confident that if I’m elected I
can act effectively as the voice of
young people, channeling your
views and opinions, which is vital. 

When elected I aim to: 
• Introduce more drug, sex, gun

and knife crime awareness
classes in schools.

• Ensure young people have a
better understanding of politics.

• Introduce more youth clubs and
holiday schemes to give young
people a social outlet, and finally, 

• I will strive to merge both the

young and older community
together and set up regular
community meetings where 
we can make a more 
conscious effort to sort 
out our problems. 

For 100% commitment and effort and an improved Hackney vote for me.
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THE YOUTH CHARTER

Supporting the active participation of young people

The Hackney Youth Charter supports the active involvement of children and
young people in decision making. 

The Charter sets out clear standards and expectations around active youth
participation. It is designed primarily as a guidance document for service
providers, but can also be used by young people. 

Copies of the Youth Charter are also available in poster and z card format for 
use in youth settings.

If you would like copies of the Youth Charter 
or would like to discuss any plans or seek 
assistance please do not hesitate 
to contact:

Michael Connors – 
Youth Participation Manager 
on 020 8986 0285
or 07772227319
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YOU CHANGE
3Your youth services
3How managers listen to you
3Other council services

YOU GET
3Training and qualifications
3To inspect youth clubs and projects
3To meet new people

For more information contact Louisa Riste on 020 8356 3786, 
email louisa.riste@hackney.gov.uk or 07972008927.

The Youth Led Inspections Project wants 
young people to help make their services better.  
With training and support, young people will inspect, examine 
and test out youth clubs and projects and help to make changes.  
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Hackney

YOUTH OPPORTUNITY FUND
If you’re aged between 13 and 19, live in Hackney and have an idea for an activity, or are
already involved in one that you believe deserves support, this is what you should do: 
• Get an adult to help you with your project idea
• Once you have discussed and developed the idea, contact the Grants Officer for further

information and to arrange a workshop session on project planning and making an application:
London Borough of Hackney, Youth Opportunity & Capital Fund, Children & Young People’s
Services, 205 Morning Lane E9 6JX or e-mail: YOF@hackney.gov.uk
You can also go to www.thehype.info for updates and to download the application form. 

PJ35897 Youth LDW Booklet 210x210mm:Layout 1  23/9/08  14:49  Page 38



DEMOCRACY AMBASSADORS
REPRESENT OTHERS, MAKE BIG 

CHANGES & MAKE YOURSELF HEARD

GET
..training & skills

..to plan your own events
..involved in decisions that affect Hackney’s youth

..to go to local events and meet other young people

HELP
..generate provocative debate

..spread the word about young people’s rights

AND MUCH MORE
CONTACT Mandy Richards Text ‘your name’ and ‘DEMOCRACY’

To 07527385680 and you will get a call back
Or email your details to 

mandy.richards@hackney.gov.uk
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Your notes
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