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University of Chicago Scientist Unveils Replica of Ancient Dinosaur-Eating Crocodile
A replica of a massive, ancient crocodile that dined on dinosaurs was unveiled today at the Field Museum. The crocodile, as large as a bus and weighing eight tons, lived as a stealth predator in Africa nearly 110 million years ago. 
CHICAGO — A University of Chicago scientist who discovered an ancient crocodile species as large as a bus unveiled a replica of the reptile this morning. 

University of Chicago paleontologist Paul Sereno and his discovery team uncovered the most complete skeleton of the sarcosuchus imperator, an ancient crocodile that lived about 110 million years ago and weighed eight tons, about the same as a whale. 

“It’s like a torpedo of muscle five feet in diameter,” Sereno said of the crocodile. “The skull of the world’s largest living crocodile looks like an hors d’oeuvre by comparison.” The crocodile’s skull was a long as a human’s, and its body an impressive 11 meters (40 feet) in length. 
The crocodile dined exclusively on large land-based creatures, some of which were dinosaurs, according to Sereno. “It was a stealth predator, surging out of the water to grab even large animals on the shore and force them underwater,” said Sereno. He further explained that the crocodile could tackle anything of its own body weight, including large dinosaurs.
Sereno and the team discovered the crocodile skeleton in June in Niger, Africa near the Tenere Desert, where the first specimen was found in 1964. This discovery has allowed scientists to describe the crocodile in better detail than ever before. 
The sarcosuchus imperator replica was unveiled at 10 a.m. today at Chicago’s Field Museum. 
