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 There is something about Scott Warner that makes him stand out. 

 It would be easy to think height is the main thing.  

 That is not the case, even though Warner is built like a giraffe. At 6-feet-11, he 

looks down on most of his teammates and coaches, particularly coach Travis Ford, who is 

5-9.   

 Maybe Warner’s basketball skills make him stand out. That is not the case either 

because Warner is a redshirt walk-on sophomore who rarely plays.  

 Or maybe it was Warner’s decision to major in chemical engineering and balance 

that with basketball that makes him different. 

 “Most athletes don’t have classes as tough as I do, so it’s hard for them to find 

tutors for me,” Warner said. “They have a few I work with that really help me out, 

though.” 

 Warner is from Berryhill, a small community in western Tulsa. He played 

basketball at 3A Berryhill High School. 

 Warner averaged 8.5 points, 8.2 rebounds and 7.6 blocked shots per game in his 

senior season. He recorded a school-record 13 blocks in a game and also blocked four 

shots in one possession during a state tournament game. 

 Since arriving at Oklahoma State, Warner has continued to work hard on the 

court, but his primary focus has been on chemical engineering. 

  AJ Johannes has taught Warner in three courses and says balancing sports and 

chemical engineering can be tough. 

 “Chemical engineering is one of the most difficult majors at OSU,” Johannes said. 

“Not only is chemical engineering hard, but it requires a large amount of time spent 



  Dontay Allen 
  2023 words 

 

outside of classes. I wouldn’t want to balance both, but Scott is a bright student.” 

 Physical chemistry, introduction to circuits, strength of materials and introduction 

to chemical process engineering are Warner’s classes this semester in the School of 

Chemical Engineering.  

 Introduction to chemical process engineering is the class that relates mostly to 

Warner’s aspirations once he leaves college, which are to work in an oil field or chemical 

processing plant. 

  Karen High teaches the chemical process engineering class three times per week 

and says students have homework assignments due before every class. Students spend 

about 5-10 hours per week outside of class.   

 Students spend most of their time on three projects, which include an international 

project and a chemical-powered car. 

 High says it is a difficult task for athletes such as Warner to play sports and take 

her class. 

 “This would be extremely tough in my opinion,” High said. “A student would 

have to be extremely committed to completing a degree in chemical engineering and 

pursuing basketball to succeed.” 

  Warner usually spends about three or four hours per day on homework and 

finishes most of it in a random corner at the Edmon Low library.  

 “Pretty much the only things I do are play basketball and do homework,” Warner 

said. “The further you get in chemical engineering, the more projects you do, so I’m 

always doing some kind of projects.” 

 Warner’s roommate, Matt Major, says Warner stays busy.  
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 “We spend very little time hanging out,” Major said. “He’s always in the library 

studying.” 

 Warner’s daily schedule is usually filled from the time he wakes up until the time 

he goes to bed. 

 “My typical day is I get up and go to class at 7:30 and I usually don’t finish until 

sometime in the afternoon,” Warner said. “As soon as I get out of class, I go to practice 

for about three hours, go to dinner, work with my tutors and then go home to finish 

homework. The next day, I do the same thing again.” 

 Missing class also is an issue for Warner. During the season, he frequently misses 

classes to travel to road games. During weeks of tournaments such as the recent Big 12 

and NCAA tournaments, Warner often is able to attend class for about two days in a two 

week span.  

 High says missing her class frequently could cause a student to fall behind. 

 “As games are played during the week on many occasions, this would require 

missing a lot of class,” High said. “The course material builds on previous material, and 

once you miss out on some of the material, it is hard to catch up later on. Also, most of 

our classes involve team work, so not only would an athlete be impacting their own 

scholarship, but others.” 

 Although it can be tough, Warner does his best to keep a balance between 

chemical engineering and basketball. 

 “Usually, I can keep them separated pretty well,” Warner said. “The spring 

semester is a lot worse than the fall semester, but we do have a day off from practice 

every week. It helps that my professors are willing to work around my schedule.” 
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 The burden of balancing both would stress out most people, but Major says 

Warner handles the challenge well. 

 “He’s really laid-back and doesn‘t get stressed easily at all,” Major said. 

“Balancing both doesn’t seem to faze him.” 

 On the surface, it seems as if Warner never gets overwhelmed.  

 One look at the mountain of books in his closet reveals a different story. All of 

them are thick, but his physics book is thicker than most dictionaries.  

 Warner saves the books because he constantly has to use the knowledge he has 

learned from other classes to take tests. They also help him prepare for an important test 

he must take at the end of his final semester. 

 The abundance of books is not the only thing Warner finds overwhelming. 

 It pales in comparison to the stress of finals week. 

 “Finals week is always rough,” Warner said. “Last finals week, I didn’t sleep for 

three days. They had to let me off of practice for a day or two.” 

 Things get no easier for Warner during the offseason. 

 “I can catch up on some school and sleep because we don’t have to travel 

anymore,” Warner said. “But we have just as much to do during the offseason as we do  

the regular season. We usually get about a week off and then it’s right back to getting up 

at 6 in the morning, running and lifting.”  

 While most students leave Stillwater during the summer to go home, Warner 

sticks around.  

 “The summer of my freshman year was a time when I felt really exhausted,” 

Warner said. “I had to take nine hours and I was trying to play basketball and work 



  Dontay Allen 
  2023 words 

 

camps, too. It got overwhelming because I took on way too much. I hung in there, 

though.” 

 Warner has a 2.7 grade point average. He says it is decent considering his busy 

schedule but something he would like to improve. 

 When Warner is not concerned with sports or his major, he focuses on financial 

aid.  

 Because he is a walk-on, financial aid is a major concern. Warner uses several 

loans from OSU to help pay for school and says he owes OSU a lot of money. 

 Although he says lack of a scholarship is a disadvantage, Warner enjoys being a 

walk-on.  

 “I think the whole experience is a blast,” Warner said. “I like being part of a team. 

Coach Ford tells us all the time that this is the only time in our lives when one group of 

people are all aiming for the same goals. It’s something you’ll miss once you’re gone.” 

 Warner does his best to avoid the frustration of working hard but not getting his 

school paid for. 

 “I would like to get a scholarship, but I don’t think about it or push for one,” he 

said. “It kind of sucks though because you want to play and not have to pay.” 

 Overall, Warner says the scholarship and walk-on players are treated equally. 

 However, he says there are benefits the scholarship players get that walk-ons 

don’t. 

 “There are a few perks, but nothing major,” Warner said. “For example, they get 

massages and we don’t. But they also play 40 minutes a game too, so they deserve to get 

one.” 
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 Although he does not get the play, pay or some of the perks, Warner makes big 

contributions in practice. The walk-ons run the same plays and do the same drills as the 

scholarship athletes.  

 Warner has been part of the program for three years, including two in the Sean 

Sutton era. His long presence has earned him respect among his teammates. 

 “Guys like (senior guards) Byron Eaton and Terrel Harris really listen to me 

because I’ve been around here just as long as them,” Warner said. “If they are screwing 

up, I will tell them to stop screwing up. I’m not an authority figure, but I’ll tell them 

when they’re doing something wrong.” 

 Eaton has become well-acquainted with Warner and looks at him like a family 

member. 

 “He is like a big brother to me,” Eaton said. “When I was going through some 

things, he was there to talk to me. He is very open-minded and not quiet by any chance.” 

 Eaton says walk-ons such as Warner and the others play an important role in 

helping the scholarship players prepare for games. 

 “They bring it to us every day,” Eaton said. “Sometimes they will try to foul us 

and play physical with us to prepare for games when the refs might not be calling fouls. 

They are not playing a minute, but they always make us work our butts off. They’re 

constantly telling us to pick it up and when the coaches get on us, they tell us to keep 

playing hard.” 

 Although Warner does not play much, coach Ford says Warner makes his job 

easier. 

 “He is kind of like a coach,” Ford said. “When he talks, people listen. I encourage 
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him to talk because what he says, he is usually right. He knows every single thing we’re 

doing on the court. He understands the game and is very smart. He plays a lot of different 

roles and is a guy our team really respects.” 

 Even though he spends about an equal amount of time in class as he does lifting 

and watching film, Warner says preparing for games makes him more nervous.  

 Tests don’t cause him as much stress because he has taken many and says “if you 

screw up on one, there’s always the next one.” 

 However, preparing for games at a major Division I school is no easy task, 

especially for a walk-on. 

 Warner is one of five walk-ons. The other four were chosen after coach Ford held 

an open tryout before the season. 

 Although he does not consider himself a great player in high school, Warner 

recorded a school-record 13 blocks in a game. He also blocked four shots in one 

possession during a state tournament game. 

 Warner’s height and blocking ability attracted offers from about 10-15 small 

schools across the country, but he turned down their offers to walk-on at OSU.   

 “I always knew I wanted to be an engineer, and OSU has one of the best 

engineering programs in the country,” Warner said. “If I was going to play basketball, I 

wanted to play somewhere big. After I visited the engineering school, I talked to one of 

the assistant coaches and sent him some tapes. After he saw the tapes, he wanted me to 

walk-on.” 

 Warner has always considered his height to be an asset. He comes from a family 

of tall people but outgrew them all.  
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 During childhood, Warner was always slightly taller than everyone, but in seventh 

grade, he grew 8 inches.  

 His dad, Preston, is the person in the family closest to his height. He is 6-9 and 

played at Phillips University (now Northern Oklahoma College) in Enid in the 1970s.  

 “He talks trash all the time because I’ve only beat him once or twice,” Warner 

said. 

 Although his height hasn’t lead to significant playing time and has its 

disadvantages, Warner says he would not trade it for being short. 

 “There are some bad things about it like having to duck in doorways and not 

fitting in cars and planes,” Warner said. “But I like being tall because I can see over 

crowds and people notice me.  

 “It’s also a proven fact that tall people get better job offers than short people, 

too.” 

  

  

   

  

    

  

  

  

  


