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 Oklahoma State’s hopes for a second consecutive Bedlam upset in Stillwater were 

dashed quickly. 

 The Cowgirls fell behind early before losing to the No. 2 Oklahoma Sooners 93-

75 on Sunday afternoon at Gallagher Iba Arena. 

 Similar to last game against Texas, the Cowgirls started slowly. It took OSU more 

than three minutes to score, causing the Cowgirls to be down 8-0 early.  

 By the middle of the first half, the Cowgirls were already losing 23-6. From that 

point on, the Sooners never looked back, maintaining a double digit lead throughout. 

 “Oklahoma is a great team,” OSU coach Kurt Budke said. You have to give them 

all the credit in the world. It’s no question they’re a Final Four team and I think they’re 

one of the top two teams in the country right now.”  

 Poor defense was a key catalyst for the loss. For the second consecutive game, the 

Cowgirls allowed more than 90 points. In addition, they gave the Sooners many open 

looks, enabling OU to shoot 9 of 13 from three point range.  

 “We didn’t play defense,” Riley said. “You can’t win games without playing 

defense. Offense sells tickets, but defense wins games.” 

 Sooners coach Sherri Coale was pleased with her team’s offensive performance. 

 “I was proud of the balance of our team today,” Coale said. “We shared the 

basketball extraordinarily well and anytime you shoot 69 percent from the 3-point line, it 

looks good.” 

 A lack of rebounding also cost the Cowgirls. OSU was dominated on the boards, 

46-31.  

 “Our rebounding has not been very good this year and our defensive effort on a 
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consistent basis hasn’t been as good as last year,” Budke said. 

 Once again, the Cowgirls struggled offensively, shooting 5 of 15 from three point 

range.  

 Riley led the Cowgirls with 25. However, she struggled shooting, finishing 6 of 

23.   

 Last season, Riley had a career-high 45 against the Sooners. 

 Junior forward Tegan Cunningham was also a key contributor for OSU, adding 

20. 

 Senior center Courtney Paris led the Sooners with 17 points and eight rebounds. 

Her first rebound broke the NCAA Division I rebounding record of 1,815.  

 Paris also broke the Big 12 career scoring record (2,480) and the Big 12 field 

goals record (1,034).  

 The Sooners had five other players in double figures, including sophomore guard 

Danielle Robinson with 18. 

 “I think Robinson did really good tonight,” Riley said. “She ran her team well and 

she got to the basket on me.”  

 Sophomore guard Jenny Vining gave the Sooners a spark off the bench with her 

four 3-pointers. 

 The Cowgirls (14-7, 3-5) missed an opportunity to add a marquee victory to their 

NCAA Tournament resume. However, opportunities remain with nine conference games 

left, and the Cowgirls remain optimistic. 

 “We’re a good team and we can beat a whole lot of people in this country,” 

Budke said. “We still feel like there are plenty of wins out there for us to get in the 
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NCAA Tournament. I would think no question that seven (conference) wins will get us in 

the tournament with the league having the top RPI again and all the ranked teams.” 


