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More on his Plate than Just Dinner

At a time when the Chico Greek life is said to be regressing there is a brotherhood and their president that believes that they have just begun expanding.

Josh Juanitas, the president and founding father of the newly established fraternity Kappa Sigma, stood in his green camouflage tank top and Chico State logo sweat pants over his sizzling chili kitchen stove as he described his beliefs and his undying dedication to the Greek life.

 “I want to come back in 30 years and be like, Hell yeah, these guys took back over campus,” Josh Juanitas said.

Josh Juanitas, a 19-year-old sophomore at Chico State has not only chili on his plate for dinner but the responsibility and leadership of 50 fraternity brothers. 

“There is nothing more I could ask for,” Juanitas said. “I have two families now, one in Davis and one her in Chico.” 

Juanitas, the oldest of two brothers and one sister, learned at a young age what it’s like to be a good role model and how to manage his life along with helping others.  Growing up with highly educated parents, both active Greek life members in a college and now a father in politics, Juanitas knew he wouldn’t fall far from the tree. 

“I have always been all about the Greek Life, it’s kind of a family thing,” Juanitas said as he walked to the refrigerator to grab his large bread role. 

With his dad still active in Greek life as a title holder at the Northern California Alumni Association of Kappa Sigma, Juanitas has always known he wants to be a Kappa Sigma. “Kappa Sigma’s mission statement has always spoken to me,” Juanitas said. “The goals put forth by our brothers years ago I still feel represent us today.”

Kappa Sigma is an internationally recognized fraternity that was founded in 1989 with the goals of reaching top academic potential, servicing and educating the community in and around campus and actively supporting the brotherhood. Juanitas said that Kappa Sigma’s dedication to their philanthropic organizations has never seized and for years Kappa Sigma has been the leading fraternity in raising money and donations. 

With these prior feelings, Juanitas had a hard time deciding where to attend college. He knew education was top priority but finding common grounds for both Greek Life and education came the hard part. 

Juantias paused, asked if I would like something to drink, as he filled his large cup with fruit juice and sat it down on the table next to where I was sitting. 

“I wanted to major in recreation and also be a part of a Kappa Sigma chapter,” Juanitas said. “However, Chico offered only one.” 

At the last minute, Juanitas decided to priorities education and then figure out later how to live out his family tradition, bringing him to Chico State.  Juantias said that he was really happy with his choice and he loved freshman year college life: Whitney hall dorms, great guys on his floor and loving the party culture couldn’t get much better. But after a semester, it came time for Spring Rush and Juanitas didn’t know what he wanted to do. Juanitas’ dad suggested that Josh and his fellow friends establish a Kappa Sigma Chapter at Chico State. 

 “Looking back at it now,” Juanitas said as he sat down in the chair next to me at the kitchen table. “It was kind of a far fetched idea, but now I couldn’t thank my dad more!”

With the help from his dad Juanitas started on the development of the chapter. Juanitas met Kevin Madsen, the Fraternity Area Recruiter and got the approval to establish the Kappa Sigma chapter here at Chico State.

“Immediately I told the guys,” Juanitas said between taking bites of bread and chili, “we formed a group of 6, grew to 32 and now have a chapter of 50!”

With no competition in the election, Juanitas holds the title of president for Kappa Sigma and plans to until late 2008 Fall Semester. 

“I love doing what I do,” Juanitas said. “I have grown a lot as a president and a friend!“

Kappa Sigma’s addition to campus helps show that if there is a will there is a way and that Kappa Sigma is just setting the path for other great fraternities to be established. Nick Dobis, a fellow brother of Kappa Sigma walked into the kitchen dressed to impress with a tie and slacks on. He came to ask Juanitas what time the ritual meeting was and to see what all the talk about Kappa Sigma that was coming out of the kitchen. Dobis said that he wanted to join Kappa Sigma so he could be part of something different on campus. 

“I wanted to be part of a group of great guys and that’s just what Kappa Siggma is,” Dobis said as his eyes scanned the plate of food sitting in front of Juanitas. 

Juanitas said, that Kappa Sigma may be currently known as the “new guys” or “new fraternity” but soon campus is going to acknowledge what they really stand for: Fellowship, Leadership, Scholarship, and Service and he said he sees it daily within his brotherhood. 

Kevin Battipede, a fellow brother walked trhough the kitchen to grab some grub out of the pantry, agreed with Juanitas. “We are a fraternity founded by a bunch of friends that actually understand what Kappa Sigma’s purpose is,” Battipede said.

Battipede said that being a founding father of Kappa Sigma has made him really appreciate the meaning of Kappa Sigma and the Greek Life. He also said that the benefits of being part of a fraternity are endless and that Kappa Sigma has really changed his life. 

Juanitas said, that not only him but other brothers have changed due to the commitment to the fraternity. He said that the study workshops help academically, the speaking helps socially and managing school with presidency as helped with his time management. 

“I’ve also met a bunch of great people,” Juanitas said. “All the presidents of the fraternities and Jack Sterling--owner of The Bear and Kappa Sigma Alumni.”

With the Kappa Sigma Chapter established and a growing brotherhood, Juanitas couldn’t be more proud.

“My biggest fear when starting Kappa Sigma was that we would be a flash in the frying pan,” Juanitas said, “and obviously we are already much more!”

Juanitas is hoping to have a permanent fraternity house by 2009 and eventually- one day- a chapter of 100. For now though, he is having the time of his life leading Kappa Sigma and is truly happy with everything he has on his plate!

