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Are you ready to adopt a 
pet?

Some things to think 
about before you adopt...

Butte Humane Society has been 
working since 1911 to provide 
care and humane treatment 
to dogs, cats and other small 
animals. Their goal is to find 
the perfect owner for each of 
their animals and educate the 
public on important topics, such 
as animal care and spaying and 
neutering. 

Before you adopt...

Adopting a pet is a huge, life-
changing event. Your pet will be a 
member of your family for years 
to come. It’s easy to fall for a cute 
animal, but important to remember 
they are a lot of work. Preparation 
and education are essential to 
ensuring that you’re ready for a 
long-term commitment!

Here are some basic 
questions you should 
ask yourself before 
making the choice. Are 
you ready to adopt a 
pet? 



Why do you want a pet?

Perhaps the most important question to 
consider; adopting a pet is often a long-
term commitment that can last up to 20 
years. Before you adopt, make sure you 
know exactly why you want a pet in your 
life. Adopting a pet is not something 
that should be done a whim, just like 
any major purchase. It’s important to be 
prepared and know exactly why you 
want a pet.

“It’s cute!” “The neighbors just got one,
 it’s the thing to do!”

If this is your logic, you should 
perhaps reconsider adopting.

“I had one as a kid, 
 I want another!”

Can you afford a pet?
While it may seem like a no-brainer, it’s 
important to remember owning a pet costs 
money. Pet food isn’t terribly expensive, but 
precautions must be taken to ensure your pet 
will remain fed and happy. They always love 
receiving new toys and treats, but they may 
also require care if something goes wrong. In 
addition, many apartment or housing complexes 
may require an additional monthly security fee 
for having a dog or cat- make sure you check 
before you adopt a pet.

Do you have time for a pet?
Pets require love and attention. If you are gone 
or busy and unable to provide your pet with 
attention, you may wish to reconsider adopting. 
Dogs require constant exercise to stay healthy 
and happy, and should get at least 30 minutes 
of play time a day. Many shelter animals are 
there due to their owners not having enough 
time to keep their pet. Make sure before you 
get your animal you will have time to play with 
them and feed them.

Is this a good time 
to adopt a pet?

If you’re in the middle of a very busy schedule, 
adopting a pet is not a good idea. As with the 
previous bullet, ensure you have enough time 
and resources to handle having a pet. It can be 
a 15 or more year relationship, be sure you’re 
in it for the long haul.

Is your pet a good fit
 for your family?

Is your house/apartment
 pet ready?

Animals, just like people, have varying 
personalities. Some pets love kids, others do not. 
Bring your entire family (or your roommates) 
with you when you plan to adopt to ensure 
everyone gets along with the pet and agrees 
upon it. It’s also important to bring any other 
animals you may have (such as a dog or cat) 
with you to make sure they will get along 
with their new friend. Contact BHS for more 
information on this.

Spacing is a very important issue to consider 
before adopting a pet. Even small breeds of 
dog require space to run and play, so while they 
may fit in a smaller apartment, they would still 
need to be taken to a place where they can run 
around. Also, make sure your house is safe for 
any damage a pet may cause, such as pre-
housetraining “accidents” or scratched furniture.


