Mariners Acquire Self-Proclaimed Pop Star, Outfielder
Effort to repair pitching staff shows disastrous potential

Being from the Seattle area (Edmonds, to be specific), I have spent a number of years enjoying the roller coaster ride that comes with being a Mariners fan. 

I’ve watched all-Star talent from the likes of Randy Johnson, Alex Rodriguez, Edgar Martinez and Jamie Moyer, as well as a team that lost 101 games in 2008; needless to say that the additions of Cliff Lee, Chone Figgins and Casey Kotchman to the 2010 squad have had me excited lately. 

What had me even more excited was the addition to the pitching staff by subtraction of Carlos Silva, who was 5-18 with a 6.8 ERA in two seasons with the Mariners. 

Little did I know, however, that M’s General Manager Jack Zduriencik would accept the virus of a teammate that is Milton Bradley.

“If I was a musician, I’d be Kanye West. If I was in the NBA, I’d be Ron Artest,” Bradley said in an AP interview last week. 

Personally, I would be far from flattered if anyone compared me to either of those embarrassing celebrities.

Bradley continued to boast that, “In baseball, they’ve got Milton Bradley. I’m that guy. You need people like me, so you can point your finger and go, ‘There goes the bad guy.’” 

First of all, Milton, referring to yourself in third person has never been considered cool, and certainly isn’t now. Second of all, getting ejected from consecutive spring training games isn’t getting you any brownie points with Bud Selig or the rest of the baseball world. 

We all know this isn’t the first incident of Bradley’s career and certainly won’t be the last. But what concerns me most are his numbers from the 2009 season, where he hit .257 in 393 AB with 12 HR and 40 RBI. 

My guess is Bradley’s best years are behind him, but I suppose it couldn’t hurt to give him the benefit of the doubt since opening day isn’t for about another week. In the meantime, Milton, keep your hilarious antics to yourself until you’re hitting over .300

