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Hire Habitat for Humanity

Lee County’s unemployment rate 
continues to climb, topping 10 
percent to start off  the new year. 

With the state’s 
unemployment 
rate listed as 8.1 
percent and the 
nation’s average 
of  7.2 percent, 
developers 
and housing 
companies are 

struggling to keep home owners 
in the area, according to Florida’s 
Agency of  Workforce Innovation.

Habitat for Humanity’s homeowners 
are part of  the nearly 28,396 jobless 
residents looking for work, just to 
pay their mortgage. That’s why Lee 
County’s Habitat affiliate developed 
a first-of-its-kind program to employ 
homeowners in need of  part-time 
work. The new maintenance division 
serves the community while giving 
Habitat owners, who have lost their 

jobs, an opportunity 
to maintain their 
mortgage.

The program works 
like this: Individuals, 
businesses, property 
managers, condo 
and homeowner 
associations can hire 
the Habitat team of  
trained homeowners 

to do seasonal jobs, one-time 

tasks or contracted handiwork 
or maintenance tasks. Habitat 
for Humanity will conduct free 
estimates for every inquiry and price 
the work below market value.

Miguel Velez is just one of  
Habitat’s homeowners hired to 
do professional lawn care for the 
community. An electrician by 
trade, Velez and  his family of  five 
have been paying on their Habitat 
mortgage for nearly five years. A job 
layoff  after seven years forced Velez 
to find work elsewhere. 

“Bills don’t stop 
and I started to get 
scared with what could 
happen,” Velez said.

Workers in the program are trained 
by Habitat professionals to ensure 
quality. Call Habitat for Humanity 
of  Lee County for a free estimate at 
293-652-0434 or log onto Habitat’s 
web site at:
www.habitat4humanity.org/Handiwork.
html
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Family Foundations is 
published three times 
a year for the residents 
of  Lee County. Address 
all comments to: Trisha 
Goins, Vice President 
of  Communications 
at publicrelations@
habitat4humanity.org

Honorable 
Mention

Habitat for Humanity of  Lee 
County is recognized for a 
sixth consecutive year as 
being financially faithful. 
Charity Navigator awarded 
the Lee County affiliate with 
four stars out of  a possible 
four; the top honor any 
organization can receive. 
Charity Navigator is America’s 
largest charity evaluator and 
rates charities worldwide 
based on how efficiently 
the company uses donated 
funds. The navigator looks at 
accountability, transparency 
and quantifiable results from 
the charities rated.  

It Takes a Community 
to Raise a House

While Habitat for Humanity continues 
to build 
new homes 
in the 
community, 
the spike 
in home 
foreclosures 
has 
created a 

new opportunity for the housing 
organization. Many Habitat affiliates 
like Lee County’s chapter have found 
it more 
affordable 
to purchase 
vacancies or 
foreclosed 
properties 
and 
rehabilitate 
them, 
in conjunction with building new 
structures. In the coming year, Habitat 
predicts 70 percent of  it’s work will 
be rehabbing Lee County’s existing 
structures with the use of  volunteers.
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Check Presentations
In November, Florida Carpet Outlet held a green fair 
with profits benefiting Habitat throughout the entire 
month. The event totaled $2,500 for the organization.

In January, Badcock Home 
Furniture opened a new store 
in Cape Coral. During the 
ribbon cutting ceremonies, 
the company honored 
Habitat for Humanity of  Lee 
County with a $1,000 check.

Rounding out the first month of  the year, 
David Plummer and Associates,Inc. made a 
donation of  $2,000 to Habitat in honor of  their 
customers.

On January 31, about two hundred 
athletes laced up their sneakers and hit 
the road for Habitat! Verandah residents 
and First Bank sponsored the 8K run, 
a 2-mile fun walk and a tot trot to help 
raise over $14,000 toward a Habitat 
home. The Race the Roof  event was 
sanctioned by the Fort Myers Track Club, as runners and walkers made 
their way through the Verandah community to benefit Habitat’s cause. 
Lunch, live entertainment and a raffle followed the race. Congratulations to 
all the runners!
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Race the Roof



Do you want to learn more about what Habitat for Humanity is doing 
in Lee County? Perhaps you’re unfamiliar with the North Fort Myers 
Habitat campus; which covers 10 acres and includes the Senior Housing 
Complex, Office, Thrift Store, Pre-build Warehouse, Paint Shop, RV Park, 
plus duplexes and apartments for out-of-town volunteers! We’d like to 
invite you to join us on campus for a one-hour informative presentation 
about our history and the functions Habitat for Humanity, including a 
tour that demonstrates the continuing growth of  Lee County’s affiliate. 
Call us at (239)652-0434 to sign up for the class and check out our Web 
site for updated schedules for future presentations.

Saturday, April 4 at 9 a.m.                          Thursday, June 11 at 3 p.m.
Thursday, April 23 at 3 p.m.                        Saturday, June 27 at 9 a.m. 

Thursday, May 7 at 3 p.m.                            Thursday, July 11 at 3 p.m.
Saturday, May 30 at 9 a.m.                          Saturday, July 23 at 9 a.m.

SUPPORT HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF LEE COUNTY.

YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU!

of Lee County, FL

Non-Profit Org. U.S.
Postage Paid Permit

No. 406 Fort Myers, FL

Current Resident or

1288 N. Tamiami Trail
North Fort Myers, Florida 33903
www.habitat4humanity.org
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Sit in on Habitat 101


