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John Cornyn, Republican, Texas

Issue:  Introduced a reform to the No Child Left Behind Act


Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, introduced Academic Partnerships Lead Us to Success Act, A-PLUS, allowing more flexibility with federal funding for states and schools for student achievement, according to a press release March 15, 2007.  (NEWS)

The Academic Partnerships Lead Us to Success Act of the 110th Congress is the most recent reform on the No Child Left Behind Act, NCLB, to help restore states abilities to improve education initiatives.  Cornyn has backed many bills regarding education, including Raising Achievement through Improving Supplemental Education Act, RAISE, a bill that helps schools implement better tutoring programs, according to the senator’s Web site.  (CONTEXT)

The bill would require $24.5 billion annually that would go toward educational programs, according to the U.S. Department of Education Web site.  The bill looks to improve the flexibility to design educational programs to help improve student achievement rather than forcing funds toward specific programs.  (SCOPE)


“We must move education decision-making out of Washington closer to where it belongs-with parents and teachers,” Cornyn said.  “States should be given the flexibility to design educational programs that fit the needs of individual districts, parents and children. This bill will reduce the bureaucratic red tape that often stands in the way of results, accountability and superior schools.”  (IMPACT)

The Academic Partnerships Lead Us to Success Act was introduced on the Senate floor and read twice then moved to committee, no further action has taken place.  (EDGE)


The bill would contain a 5-year plan showing how each individual state intends to use the federal funds, within the scope of the performance agreement, to advance the education programs of the state, improve student academic achievement and narrow achievement gaps, according to the Senate Bill 893 from Library of Congress.  


The bill would require that academic results be transparent, which would be ensured by states submitting annual reports on student progress to parents and taxpayers, according to Cornyn’s Web site.  If a state fails to do so, they would be reverted back to the NCLB system and their performance agreement would be revoked.    


The bill allows for innovate programs created for individual districts by their teachers for all students, including disadvantaged children, narrowing the achievement gap.  The A-PLUS Act provides an alternative to the NCLB, but is optional to each state.  Currently, the U.S. Department of Education forces states and schools to use federal education funds on specific programs, an approach that has shown little success, according to a March 15, 2007 press release.


Elected into the Senate in 2002, Cornyn has been a leader in supporting education by backing many other educational improvement bills, according to a biography on his personal Web site.  Cornyn recently sponsored two bills ensuring to improve high school graduation and college attendance and completion rates.   


“A good education system helps strengthen our society by teaching and instructing young adults, giving them a strong foundation that will help them learn and succeed as citizens and individuals,” Cornyn said.  “ Every child deserves the good start that is best achieved through a first-class education.”
