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Wayne Harrison Is Named 2010 Bartow 
Chamber President

 The Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Meeting was 
held Jan. 23, 2010.  “Taste of the Islands” was the theme of 
the event and the Bartow Civic Center was decorated with 
umbrellas, colorful fish, and huge bubbles floating almost to 
the ceiling.  Many community members 
were honored at the event as well as 
the announcement of the new Chamber 
president.
 City of Bartow’s Ruth Trainor, 
2009 Chamber president, addressed the 
crowd of more than 500.  Trainor thanked 
the Chamber’s membership, Board, 
volunteers and staff for making her year 
as president “a great experience.”
 Trainor also presented plaques 
to retiring directors, for their service to 
the Board of Directors.  Trainor then 
introduced the Chamber’s new Board 
members for 2010.
 Trainor then turned the 
stage over to Sandy Dobbertean of 
Citizens Bank & Trust, vice-president 
of Membership to honor more members of the community.  
Dobbertean presented Nancy Young of Badcock Home 
Furniture & More, with the top salesperson award for the 
Ambassadors Club.
 The top Can-Do Award was presented to Gail Murray, 
Bartow CRA.  Dobbertean also introduced the 2009 Can-Do 
team.
 Wayne Harrison, Carole McKenzie, Gail Murray, 
Melissa Pittman and Cecilia Speight received silver dollar 
awards for sales of at least two thousand dollars for the year.  
The Chamber’s Ambassadors were also honored.
 Three special members of the community were also 
honored at the event, Debbie Burdett, and Mary and S.L. 
Frisbie.  The Frisbie’s were honored for their contributions 
to the community.  Bartow Chamber Executive Director, Jeff 
Clark, presented the Frisbie’s with the award and spoke highly 

to the crowd of the 45 years of dedicated work to the Bartow 
Community.
 “You both have always been there for the community,” 
Clark said.

 Another honoree on the night was Debbie 
Burdett, she was presented the Greater 
Bartow Chamber of Commerce’s highest 
award, the George W. Harris, Jr. Leadership 
Award.  The crowd was told of the 
accomplishments of Burdett and her work for 
the community.  Burdett accepted the award 
from Ms. Harriet Harris, widow of the late 
George Harris, and Walt Harris, their son.  
After an explosion of applaud from the crowd 
Burdett addressed the crowd.
 “Other than spending time with my family, 
working in the community is the most 
important things I do,” Burdett said.
 Former president Trainor took the stage 
again and introduced Wayne Harrison as the 
69th president of the Bartow Chamber of 
Commerce.  Harrison accepted the gavel from 

Trainor and addressed the crowd with his acceptance speech.
 “So many things that Chamber is able to accomplish 
is the direct result of the City of Bartow and the Chamber 
working together,” Harrison said.
 He also encouraged Chamber members to supports 
one another and thanked the various entities that collaborated 
with the Chamber on economic development programs.
 “When you make your purchases at Chamber 
businesses, you’re supporting people and services in your 
community,” Harrison said.
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Bartow Performing Arts Series Festival of the Arts

 The Bartow Performing Arts Series 2009-2010 
season includes three more performances ranging from 
dance to drama.  “Festival of the Arts” is the theme of the 
Bartow-based performing arts groups that functions as a 
program of the Bartow Area Chamber Foundation.  
 The only Bartow Performing Arts Series 
performance not held at the Bartow Elementary Academy 
Auditorium, “Disorder in the Court,” will take place at the 
Polk County Historic Courthouse, on the first and second 
floors. 
  “Disorder in the 
Court” will feature Platform 
Art, a leading local arts and 
entertainment organization 
that showcases emerging talent 
in the visual arts, short film, 
fashion, music and performance 
art.  Platform Art promises 
an evening that will intrigue, 
stimulate, and excite.  Platform events have been referred to 
as “the arts at their best-all in one place at one time.”  The 
February 13 performance begins at 6:30 p.m.
 On March 20, internationally-known pianist, Jade 
Simmons, takes the stage with her musical creativity and 

electrifying stage presence.  
 Simmons has devoted her performances to 
expanding the boundaries of classical music, and offers a 
diverse mix of repertoire from the classics to the cutting 
edge-all presented with her unique communicative powers.   
 The Washington Post said she is, “a clear, powerful 
pianist with a magnetic personality…worth seeing any 
time.”
 Simmons takes the stage of Bartow Elementary 
Academy’s auditorium at 7:30 p.m. 

 “Festival of the Arts” concludes 
on April 24-25 with the “Great 
American Trailer Park Musical.”  
Direct from Broadway comes a 
one-of-a-kind musical to close out 
the season.
 “There’s a new tenant in town, and 
she’s wreaking havoc in Florida’s 
most exclusive trailer park.”   

 The score is infectious, the script cheeky, and roof 
raising girl-group singing.  The musical is produced by 
Theater Works Florida and features a 7:30 p.m. Saturday 
performance and a 2:00 p.m. Sunday matinee.  
 Tickets for the Bartow Performing Arts Series 

The Bartow Chamber of Commerce 
would like to welcome its newest 
addition, Kathryn Grenig.  She 
will be serving as our intern for 
the next 6 weeks.  Kathryn is an 
alumnus of Clemson University 
and is happy to be working with 
the community.  She is the daughter 
of Susan and Allan Prevatt and 
proud granddaughter of Mary Jo 
Smith and the late Fred P. Smith.  In 
March she will be starting another 
internship with the American Junior 
Golf Association in Braselton, 
GA.  In her spare time Kathryn 
enjoys playing tennis, throwing the 
Frisbee for her yellow lab, Bebe, and 
watching Clemson football.  Kathryn 
is thrilled to be a member of the 
Bartow community and is eager to 
help in any way she can, she said.

Business Update is published each month and 
distributed to Bartow Chamber members.  Information 
from active members of the Bartow Chamber of 
Commerce for publication should be submitted no later 
than the 15th of the preceding month and emailed to 
Virginia Condello, Director of Communications and 
Managing Editor; virginia@bartowchamber.com2
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     Member News

 The Bartow Church Service Center, Inc., an-
nounced that it is to be the recipient of one of the largest 
charitable contributions in the history of the City of Bar-
tow.  With this contribution, the Church Service Center has 
entered into an agreement to purchase the building formerly 
occupied by Bartow Printing Company at 495 E. Summer-
lin St.  This facility will provide a permanent home for the 
important functions of the Church Service Center.  The for-
mer location was destroyed 
by fire last November.  
 The Church Service 
Center has been notified of 
a contribution of 1 million 
dollars from Albert James 
Hackl and Martha Ellen 
Hackl Eilertsen.  Hackl and 
Eilertsen are making this 
gift in honor of their parent’s Albert T. and Martha Hackl.  
 Hackl’s and Eilertsen’s parents, were long-time 
residents of Bartow from the early 1900s.  Albert T. and 
Martha Hackl were very active in Bartow’s civic, social, 
business and charitable activities until Mr. Hackl’s death 
in 1945 and Ms. Hackl’s death in 1978.  Mr. Hackl was a 
prominent business leader in Bartow as well as a real estate 
developer and merchant.  He served on the Bartow City 
Commission for a number of years and was named “Bar-
tow’s Most Civic Minded Citizen.”  Among his real estate 
developments in the 1920s were the Meadow Vista and 
Hacklake subdivisions.  
 Following the purchase of the Bartow Printing 
Company building it is anticipated that the remaining part 
of the Hackl contribution will be placed in a permanent 
endowment named for and honoring Albert T. and Martha 
Hackl.  The annual income from this endowment will be 

made available to the Church Service Center to assist in its 
ongoing programs to provide emergency and short-term 
assistance for those in need in Bartow and the surrounding 
area.
 Hackl and Eilertsen grew up and went to school in 
Bartow.  Eilersten continues to reside in Bartow, and Hackl 
and wife, Christine, are residents of Lake Wales.  Hackl 
commented on the contribution.

 “We have been contributors to the 
Church Service Center for several 
years, and we believe that this is an 
organization that will most directly 
and efficiently provide aid and assis-
tance to those in need in the greater 
Bartow community,” Hackl said.
 Former Bartow Mayor, Brian 
Hinton, has headed a community-

wide committee seeking support for the Church Service 
Center in its efforts to recover from the first that destroyed 
its facility and operation.  
 “Mr. Hackl and Ms. Eilertsen have done a won-
derful thing for our community.  We are excited about the 
Church Service Center being able to do even more for those 
in need in our community,” Hinton said.  
 Hinton emphasized that no single donation will end 
the importance of ongoing community support.  
 “With interest rates being so low, the income 
from the endowment will hopefully cover the insurance 
and utilities each year for the new facility,” Hinton said.  
“Churches, individuals and organizations must continue 
their support of the Church Service Center.  The good news 
is that those who contribute will know that their support 
can go directly to those in need.”

Committee of 
100: The next com-

mittee of 100 meeting is set 
for February 12, 8 a.m., at 
Bartow Regional Medical 

Center in the hospital classroom across from the caf-
eteria. Mark Jackson, Director of Tourism and Sports 
Marketing will speak on LEGOLAND Florida.  If you 
are interested in becoming a member of this prestigious 
group, contact Committee of 100 Chairman Brian 
Hinton at (863) 533-4196.

Parent Night Out: Take pleasure in this special day with your special 
someone.  Enjoy a Valentine’s Day evening with your significant other 
and we’ll watch the kids.  Adults can enjoy area restaurant discounts 
while children are provided with games, activities, movies, pizza and 
much more.  Ages 5-13 are welcome, only $10 per child.
 Take the night off on Saturday February 13 from 6 p.m.-11 
p.m.  Please RSVP to Laura Tenpenny at Magnify Credit Union, 961 
E. Road 540-A, Lakeland.  (863) 425-5611 ext. 117 or email LTen-
penny@MagnifyCU.org.

L.B. Brown Museum Needs Old Farming 
Equipment: The L.B. Brown Museum is in need 
of old farming implements to add to the pole barn 
exhibit soon to be built.  Anyone wishing to donate 
may contact Clifton Lewis at (863) 534-0100.

Have No Fear, Bartow Printing Is Still Here: Associated Publica-
tions Corporation is proud to announce it has sold the Bartow Printing build-
ing to the Church Service Center of Bartow.  But this doesn’t mean Bartow 
Printing is no longer doing business in Bartow.  Although the new location 
will be different, customers can still count on the friendly service they have 
come to expect from the staff at Bartow Printing.  The new location will be 
announced in the near future.  In the meantime, customers can still find them 
at 495 E. Summerlin St., Bartow or call (863) 533-4114.

“We have been contributors to the Church 
Service Center for several years, and we 
believe that this is an organization that will 
most directly and efficiently provide aid and 
assistance to those in need in the greater 
Bartow community,”
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Leadership Bartow XIII Economic Development

Mark Your Calendar

 The Leadership Bartow XIII class took a whirlwind tour 
around Polk County on Jan. 14, learning about what different 
groups and businesses are doing to attract sports participants and 
fans, new businesses and tourists to Polk County.
 Mark Zimmerman spoke to the class on the bus as 
it headed to the Lake Myrtle Sports Complex in Auburndale.  
Zimmerman told the class about Polk County Tourism & Sports 
Marketing, and its purpose of recruiting sports events to Polk 
County and that they hosted 225 sports events in 2009.  
 “Who wouldn’t want to use our beautiful venues, 
especially in the winter?”  Zimmerman 
said.  “Keep your eyes open for paintball, 
bowling, lacrosse, soccer, basketball, 
softball and many other kinds of 
tournaments and the resulting increase 
in hotel reservations and restaurant, gas 
station and retail store patronage.”
 Next, the class headed to 
Outpost 27 in Haines City where Hank 
Longo explained that the facility operates 
like a concierge service, having tourist 
information, but also working to educate 
visitors on what is available to do and see in Polk County.  
 Also at Outpost 27 the class heard from a panel 
consisting of Rodney Carson, Colleen Burton and Brian Hinton.  
The panel gave the class a lot of information about Bartow’s 
challenges for the future, regionalism, economic changes and the 
kind of growth needed.  Polk County is uniquely placed to benefit 
from and contribute to three different economic partnerships 
within Florida.
 The class drove to Fantasy of Flight where it enjoyed 
lunch and listened to a presentation by Mark Jackson, also from 
Polk County Tourism & Sports Marketing.

 “Eighty-four million visitors spend $65 billion a year 
in Florida making tourism our number one revenue engine,” 
Jackson said.  “Sports is our number two engine, hence our 
mission, ‘Putting heads in beds and making cash registers ring.’”
 The class then met Kermit Weeks, the owner of Fantasy 
in Flight, after a quick tour through the wonderful facilities.  It 
would require another visit for the class to truly be able to enjoy 
all that is offered at Fantasy of Flight.  The class learned that all 
of the planes at the facility actually fly and are serviced once a 
year to keep them in working condition.

 The next destination was the Publix dairy on 
Wabash.  The class had guided tours of the facility, 
which produces cottage cheese, yogurt, milk and 
juices among other things and were reminded once 
again what a top-notch business Publix is.  The 
calss then sampled the newest ice cream flavors 
and had a Q & A time with Shannen Patten, the 
Media and Communications Manager for Florida.  
Publix now has more than one thousand stores in 
five states and 138 thousand employees.
 The final stop for the class was Florida 
Southern College which has 1,800 students 

and boasts that 40 percent of Polk County’s teachers are FSC 
graduates.  Dr. Rob Tate conducted the class on a tour of the 
campus to view the Frank Lloyd Wright Architechture, which is 
a tourist draw for Polk County.  The College is planning to build 
on of the Usonion, faculty, houses designed for it by Wright, thus 
giving architecture aficionados a place to go for more information 
and increasing the number of visitors.
 It was a jam packed day for the class, but informative, 
the class expressed Polk County is a great place to live and work.

February 4:
 Can-Do and Ambassadors Club:  
 noon, Chamber Boardroom
February 11:
 Leadership XIII Manufacturing/ 
 Retail Day
 Chocolate Charms & Chamber  
 Fun Thursday and Spath Jewelers  
 Re-grand opening with Ribbon- 
 cutting:  5:15 p.m., Spath   
 Jewelers, 1360 N. Broadway Ave.
February 12:
 Committee of 100:  8 a.m.,   
 BRMC, Classroom, (across from  
 cafeteria)
February 13:
 Downtown Bartow Antique Fair  
 & Flea Market: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
 BPAS Event: Disorder in the   
 Court: 6:30 p.m., Polk County  
 Historical Museum
February 14:
 Bartow Adult Concert Band: 2:30  
 p.m., Bartow Civic Center, 2250  
 S. Floral Ave.
February 12-14:

 10th Annual L.B. Brown Heritage  
 Festival: 470 L.B. Brown Ave.
February 16:
 Envision Printing Ribbon-cutting:  
 9:30 a.m., 1425 N. Broadway,  
 Suite 3
 Executive Committee: 3:30 p.m.,  
 Chamber Boardroom
 Board of Directors: 4 p.m.,   
 Chamber Boardroom
February 19: 
 Main Street Bartow Friday Fest: 6  
 p.m., Main St. & Central Ave.
February 20:
 Peace River Center’s Full Moon  
 Howl: 7  p.m., Bunch Ranch
March 4:
 Can-Do and Ambassadors Club:  
 Noon, Chamber Boardroom
March 5:
 Triple Eagle CDC Ribbon-  
 cutting: 9:30 a.m., 450 W. Main  
 St.
March 6:
 Bloomin Bike Ride: 7 a.m.   
 registration, 8 a.m. Ride Begins

 Downtown Bartow Antique Fair  
 & Community Yard Sale: 8 a.m.- 
 3 p.m.
March 6-7:
 Bartow’s Bloomin’ Arts Festival:  
 9 a.m., Downtown Bartow
March 11:
 Leadership Bartow Class XIII  
 Phosphate Day
 Frost Van den Boom & Smith, PA  
 Fun Thursday: 5:15 p.m., 395 S.  
 Central Ave. March 12:
 Committee of 100:  8 a.m.,   
 Bartow Regional Medical Center  
 Classroom
 St. Patrick’s Day Un-Parade &  
 Friday Fest: Parade begins at   
 5:30-ish p.m. and ends at Friday  
 Fest (begins at 6 p.m.)
March 14:
 Bartow Adult Concert Band: 2:30  
 p.m., Bartow Civic Center, 2250  
 S. Floral Ave. 
March 16:
 Board of Directors Retreat: 9 a.m.4


