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 As our daughters climbed 
into the backseat of our black SUV, 
pulled the gray seat belts over their 
shoulders, and buckled themselves 
safely in, my wife and I knew their 
giddiness would soon be gone and 
one question will remain, “are we 
there yet?” 
 Most everyone tires during 
long journeys as impatience begins 
to set in. People can become 
frustrated with road construction, 
long lines at the airport, and 
countless other inconveniences. 
 The impatience of our daily 
journeys parallel the impatience 
most of us can have with God’s plan. 
More often than not, we set out on 
our own adventures with blatant 
disregard to God’s wishes.
 The Jews probing Moses 
during their 40-year wilderness trek 
demonstrates man’s impatience. 
 “Moses, how much longer 
must we wait? The Promised Land is 
just over the river. We can see from 
here, so near and yet so far away. 
Why can’t we just pull up stakes one 
more time and cross over the Jordan 
into the land of milk and honey?” 
they asked.
 How often have you asked 
the Lord, “when will I get the job I 
deserve or overcome health issues?” 

God answers all prayers, but people 
forget no is an answer. 
 “For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.”
 If you feel God isn’t 
answering your prayers, listen to 
what he is saying to your heart. He 
will guide you through all hardships 
if you trust in him. 
 “Are we there yet?” is not 
only a question for an outward 
journey but equally our inward 
journey as we seek out Christ. 
Remember, the journey is more 
important than the destination. 
 

“For I know the plans I have 
for you. Plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.”

 Despite our daughters’ 
impatience, we reached our 
destination. They helped me 
remember, at times we may become 
impatient and our faith may falter but 
God promised to be with us and help 
us reach our spiritual destination. 
 Now, the only question 
remaining is, “Will we promise to 
stay with Him?”
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 In early September, construction of the 
youth gym began. 
 Because of our expanding youth group, our  
youth facilities were no longer adequate. In the past 
year, 49 additional youth members have become 
actively involved in projects, missions and youth 
activities. With the expansion of membership, our 
youth group has a total of 93 members. 
 It’s a $20,000 project and our friends at 
Hynes Ballpark donated the building to Babcock.
 Our hope is for the gym to be completed 
by the end of November. 

 
 At the end of October, the re-vamped 
Fellowship Hall held it’s first Halloween Banquet 
sponsored by the youth group. 
 During the renovation, an additional 50 
square feet were added to the Hall. The kitchen 
was remodeled and separated from the dining area 
by a wall and window unit. New carpet and wood 
flooring were installed and the heating and air 
ducts were replaced. 
 The renovation cost $37,000 and the 
monthly renovation offering funded the project. 

 
 The rising popularity of our Praise Team, 
Witness, produced a need for a stage area. 
 The construction of the stage began in late 
September and was completed by mid-October. 
 Along with the construction of the stage, a 
new sound-system  was purchased. Hope Missions 
donated the stage lighting. 
 The project cost $9,000 and the Babcock 
Project Fund paid for the renovations. 
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Reflections of the Congregation 

   Being Present

 God is All. 
Everywhere at all 
times. Ever ready, ever 
loving, ever present.

 We aren’t always 
present for Him. We 
think about what we 
witness, what we fell, 
what we’re told and 
what we’ve learned. 
But we forget Him 

for moments, hours, days, weeks, months or even 
years. He is still there, always and forever constant. 

 His reminder to us is His greatest gift of 
all; His only Son, Jesus Christ. All we must do is 
speak His name and we are rescued, comforted and 
reminded of His love. 

 As humans we are blessed and cursed with 
Free Will. God waits, infinitely patient and present, 
until we desire to come to Him. He does not fault, 
but loves us unconditionally. 

 Is it too hard to love God as he loves us? 
Can we sit still for  moment and be present with 
God? Can we pray without ceasing and keep God 
accounted for every moment of every day? 

 Being present with God is a state of mind. It 
is an alignment of our thoughts. A peaceful parallel 
state of existence. 

 God is always present and entreats us to be 
always present with Him. All we have to do is try. 

 -Written by Anne Smith and Chloe Ready 
after attending a Women’s Conference in September. 

 Praise Team travels 
to Emory Grove

 Babcock’s Praise Team Witness traveled to the 
historic Emory Grove Tabernacle in Glyndon for it’s 
2009 Summer  Outdoor Sunday Evening Services.
 Babcock has participated in the series of 
services for several years, featuring chancel choirs 
and soloists. The services are well received and 
inspirational to a variety of people who witness the 
140 year-old retreat. 
 This year, Witness performed 

15 music selections and 
Pastor Kevin delivered 
a message following the 
performances. Spontaneous 
applause erupted during 
several moments of the 
program as attendees 
clapped and sang along with 
our praise team.



 The Bell Tower is published  quarterly to inform the congregation 
of church activities, accomplishments and goals for the season.  

4

Worship Schedule

Each Week at Babcock
Monday

7:30 p.m. Praise Team Practice

Tuesday

9:15 a.m. Yarning Missions at Sarah’s Hope
10: 30 a.m.  Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall

Thursday

7:30 p.m.  Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall

Saturday

8 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Group (second Saturday of  
  the month)

Sunday:

5:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study in the Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. College Age Group Bible Study in the  
  Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Middle School/High School Bible Study in  
  the Fellowship Hall

Special 
Dates

October 4

World Communion Sunday

October 17

Deep Shift Meeting: Becoming 
a Missional Church

November 1

Single Worship Service at 10 
a.m. with brunch at 11 a.m. 
Pledge cards will be distributed.

November 8

Commitment Sunday. Pledge 
cards will be returned. 

Worship Services: 

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Service: 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Service: 6 p.m. 


