Dear [EDITOR’S NAME],

I am writing in response to your recent article, [“TITLE”], published on [DAY, MONTH, YEAR], about the dropout crisis in [TARGET CITY]. You are correct, the dropout issue in America’s schools is more than a crisis: it is a catastrophe.
Nationwide, nearly one in three U.S. high school students fails to graduate. In total, approximately 1.3 million students drop out each year – averaging 7,200 every school day. Among minority students, the problem is even more severe with nearly 50 percent of African-American and Hispanic students not completing high school on time. [CITY-SPECIFIC FACTS CAN BE INSERTED HERE: for example, “With a graduation rate of just 25 percent, Detroit has the lowest graduation rate of US cities.” Consult Grad Nation materials for city-specific statistics.] 
America’s Promise Alliance is an organization working toward ending this disheartening epidemic. Grad Nation, an initiative sponsored by America’s Promise Alliance, aims to have 90 percent of America’s current fourth graders graduate high school in 2018. The initiative focuses on the 12 percent of the nation’s high schools that generate half of the nation’s dropouts, many of whom live in [TARGET CITY]. Grad Nation also works in close partnership with President Obama and his administration’s pledge for America: to become the world’s leader in the proportion of college graduates by 2020.

The formal campaign launch was announced on March 1st, 2010 with General Colin Powell, America’s Promise Alliance Chair Alma Powell, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, and President Obama. However, the 10-year campaign does not stop there. Articles like yours draw attention to this widespread issue, but more action is needed. Grad Nation and America’s Promise partner with individuals, organizations, and nonprofits across the country. There is no “they” in this effort.  There is only “we.”

Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME], [YOUR TITLE, YOUR ORGANIZATION]
This letter to the editor is designed as a response to newspapers articles that are written in support of Grad Nation’s goals, or are generally positive towards the organization. Please note that statistics listed in the article can be changed and removed, and can be substituted with city-specific statistics of your choosing.








