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Burks clarifies lotto policy
University will enforce rules against playing lottery

by BLAKE MATHEWS
editor-in-chief

Three weeks after Harding students learned 
they would not be disciplined for buying tickets 
in Arkansas’ new lottery, President David Burks 
reversed the policy. His chapel speech on Friday, 
Oct. 16, explained his reasons for banning lottery 
play on and off campus and attempted to clear up 
some misconceptions.

In his chapel speech, Burks apologized to the 
student body for failing to “connect the dots” between 
not actively disciplining students for buying lottery 
tickets and granting the lottery itself a kind of tacit 
approval. 

“My intention was to express in our policy the 

reality that it will be very difficult to enforce any 
prohibition against the lottery,” Burks said in his 
speech. However, some students and several news 
outlets took this to mean that Harding did not equate 
the lottery with gambling, which is prohibited in the 
Student Handbook.

“I failed to anticipate how people would respond,” 
Burks said in an interview on Wednesday. “My 
intent from the very beginning was Harding does 
not approve gambling; Harding therefore does not 
approve the lottery because the lottery, by anyone’s 
definition, is gambling.”

The initial policy was a result of what Burks called 
“very flawed” thinking. He considered it a “non-issue” 
at Harding, as most students would likely not

see LOTTERY on page 3a
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President David Burks apologizes to students for any miscommuni-
cations as part of his chapel speech Friday, Oct. 16.

Vaccines 
scarce during 

flu season
by BLAKE MATHEWS

editor-in-chief

So far this flu season, Harding students have been 
victims of a two-pronged viral attack. Both the regular 
seasonal flu and the H1N1 virus have been spreading 
across campus, but Harding’s Student Health Services 
has ordered vaccines for both flu strains.

The seasonal flu vaccine was supposed to arrive last 
weekend. No one can say when the H1N1 vaccine 
will appear.

Harding’s problem is seen all over the U.S. as the 
pharmaceutical companies tasked with creating the 
vaccines fall further and further behind schedule.

According to the Associated Press, the federal 
government had initially predicted that 120 million 
doses of the H1N1 vaccine would be ready by mid-
October. In reality, only about 13 million doses are 
currently available. Government health officials have 
blamed the shortfall on the “chicken-egg method” 
most manufacturers use, which involves growing the 
vaccine inside chicken eggs. The process uses 50-year-
old technology and can take a long time.

The shortages are forcing states to limit vaccine 
shipments to some areas. Though White County is 
one of the largest counties in Arkansas, its health 
department said Wednesday that it had neither of 
the flu vaccines in stock.

Lynn McCarty, director of Student Health Services, 
said she had ordered 300 doses of seasonal flu vaccine 
months ago. The order is smaller than usual because 
the clinic had bought too many doses two years in 
a row. The clinic’s budget pays for the vaccines, and 
McCarty said she was trying to avoid buying vaccines 
that she would have to give away. After a certain 
amount of time, McCarty donates the leftover doses 
to organizations like River City Ministries in North 
Little Rock. 

If 300 doses seem insufficient for an entire campus, 
McCarty said she anticipated more people would be 
interested in the H1N1 vaccine, which the university 
has ordered 1,000 doses of. The vaccine manufacturers 
had also anticipated this, she said, and had focused 
more of their resources on producing H1N1 vaccines 
than seasonal flu.

The seasonal flu vaccine will be given on an individual 
basis at the clinic. McCarty said she was still working 
on the logistics of distributing the H1N1 vaccine, but 
it would have to be done as a mass immunization. 

“It takes a while to give a thousand shots,” she 
said. 

Each vaccine will cost $15, but the White County 
Health Department has scheduled a mass immunization 
for seasonal flu on Oct. 29. On that day only, the county 
will be giving vaccinations for free. However, the date 
is tentative until the county receives the vaccines.

McCarty said that Harding students could go to 
the mass immunization, but she warned of long lines 
and short tempers in the face of a vaccine shortage.

“People in a line can get pretty testy if they feel like 
someone’s going to get their shot,” she said.

The vaccines are administered in two ways: inhalation 
through a nasal spray or injection through a needle. 
Harding will only offer the injections because, as 
they contain a killed virus, they are safer for a greater 
number of people. The sprays use a live virus and are 
not recommended for pregnant women, very young 
children or people with chronic health problems.

Local distributors had told McCarty that her order 
of seasonal flu vaccines should be in by Nov. 1. When 
it does arrive, she said she would immediately send out 
e-mails, start printing off vaccine information forms 
and set up a chapel announcement. McCarty said she 
believed her order  “should be coming in any time.”

As for the H1N1 vaccine, White County is hoping 
to have its mass immunization on Nov. 10. McCarty 
said she did not know when Harding would start giving 
out its H1N1 shots, largely because the distributor 
had not given her a timetable for delivery.

“They won’t tell us anything, because I keep asking,” 
she said. “It’s frustrating. You kind of feel like your 
hands are tied.”
See page 3a for more information about 

the H1N1 vaccine

Commitment, Camaraderie, CLUB WEEK
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Club Week 2009 is almost over, but the bonds formed and friendships tested will hopefully last a lifetime.
ABOVE: A group of TNT members throws baby powder into the air in celebration at an all-club devotional.
BOTTOM LEFT: Some Delta Nu girls get loud to show their support of the new social club.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Knights take a break from their hectic Club Week regiment to pray over each other.

HU CLUB WEEK:
Stories from top to bottom

by JESSICA ARDREY
student writer

Club Week: For some, it 
is every reason to avoid the 
student center for five days. For 
others, it is the opportunity to 
lay the foundations for some 
of the deepest friendships they 
will ever have. The pledge 
books, the minor dates, the 
cheers and the occasional 
show tune performances are 
all a part of the rite of passage 
known as Club Week. 

Despite the stress and pres-
sures of learning names and 
memorizing songs, the goal is 
to build relationships with other 
members and inductees.

Tish Elrod has been a 
sponsor for Ko Jo Kai for 22 
years and knows all the ins 
and outs of the process.

“Club Week is  good 
when we remember that 
this isn’t really the ‘pledging’ 
atmosphere,” Elrod said. 
“It’s more about unity and 
trying to help people belong 
somewhere, but in a way that 
is uplifting and encouraging 
to them.”

She quickly learned that old 
members are not just working 
with an induction class. 

“You’re dealing with 
individual personalities … that 
need specialized treatment,” 
Elrod said.

TNT member Stephen 
McBride pledged last year as 
a freshman and is enjoying 
his first experience on the 
other side. Looking back, 
he remembers the tolls and 
rewards of the pledging. 

“It showed me how far I 
could go, how little sleep I 
could get and still function,” 
McBride said. “Although on 
this side, it’s interesting to see 
what other people might have 
seen in me last year.”

According to McBride, 
the best part of the process 
is the carefree atmosphere, 
despite the chaos.

“I love the willingness of 
people to look silly, to set aside 

the social contract and really 
have fun for a week, even if 
they don’t realize it’s fun at 
the time,” McBride said.

The introduction of two 
new girls’ clubs presents a 
new perspective. 

Freshman Mindy Gross 
is an inductee in the first 
ever pledge class of Zeta Pi 
Zeta. This comes with a lot 
of responsibility.

“There are a lot of expecta-
tions for us. We’re the ones 
setting the standard for the 
future,” Gross said. “[The 
members] have really put 
their hearts and souls into 
this, and they’re 

see CLUB on page 3a


