Students left to stand at game
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Students from Booker T. Washington High School in Tulsa. were made to stand after a seating mishap in September. 

Nearly 40 high school students were left standing in the stadium balcony to watch the Grambling State football game on Sept. 26.

As OSU recruits from Tulsa’s Booker T. Washington High School were deciding where to attend college, OSU’s treatment left them considering other universities.

Anthony Marshall, a Booker T. faculty member, said the students were being recruited through the OSU’s Institutional Diversity program, and after an impressive presentation from the department, the students were ready for a great time at the football game.

“They sold our tickets to the Grambling State band,” Marshall said.  “We stood for most of the first quarter.”

Camren Childs, a Booker T. Washington senior, said the students just kept moving up during the game to give the Grambling band room.

“I felt embarrassed,” Childs said. “I paid for my tickets, and I should have a spot.”

Marshall explained the mistake to the ticket office, and they gave him new tickets, seating some of the high school students on the other side of the stadium, Marshall said.

“I am responsible for these kids, and now they weren’t together,” Marshall said.

Sterling Matthews, a Booker T. Washington senior, said the OSU ticket office tried to seat them in the middle of the Grambling band.

“Our teacher tried to coordinate with one of the people seating us, and the coordinator blatantly ignored him,” Matthews said. “They treated him as if he wasn’t an adult.”

Once the Booker T. Washington students arrived at their new seats, many found their seats already filled.

Isaiah Brydie, a Booker T. Washington senior, said he stood behind the Grambling Band during the entire game.

“It was like they just wanted your money, and they didn’t care if you enjoyed it or not,” Brydie said.

The Grambling band, not the OSU fans, offered the students their seats, Sterling said. 
Booker T. Washington received a letter of apology from OSU President Hargis and OSU will reimburse money for the tickets, Marshall said.

OSU Director of Communications Gary Shutt said it was unfortunate the students had a bad experience but that everyone did get into the game.

“We resolved it the best we could and gave them additional tickets,” Shutt said.

Many Booker T. Washington students are looking at other colleges because of their sour experience.

“I would still consider OSU, but OSU went down a few notches in my book,” Brydie said. 

