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With her eyes closed, Annie is photographed as her tiny hand clasps her mother’s necklace. But Annie is not asleep. Annie, 4-days-old, has passed away.

Although her heartbeat is silent, the picture’s heartfelt reality is deafening.
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Nov. 24, 2007, Wayde and Jena Normandin lost their baby, Annie Grace, to Trisomy 18, a chromosomal defect.

In remembrance of Annie, Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep, a non-profit, religiously-unaffiliated organization, took pictures of the child, as a way of helping her grieving family both remember her and cope with the tragic loss.

“When you go home, you don’t have your baby in your arms,” Jena said, “but when you have those pictures, you know that she was real.”

NILMDTS is a national organization with a strong local presence in Owasso and the
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surrounding area. Longtime resident Loy Payne is the area coordinator and certified trainer for NILMDTS photographers.

Usually, the parents have little time to decide to photograph the baby, and the local hospital calls Payne to find a photographer who can take pictures immediately.

At St. Johns Hospital, Payne photographed the Normandins with Annie.

“It wasn’t one bit uncomfortable,” Jenna told the Reporter. “He was a gentle, kind man, and he gracefully moved her. It takes a special photographer to be able to do that.”

Payne has photographed more than 60 sessions, and each case is a new experience.

Payne explained the difficulty in completing the sessions.

“You see everything: jovialness, heartbreak, sobbing and anger,” Payne said. “Everyone reacts in a different way.”

While Payne waited to photograph Annie, the Normandins cried and prayed over their child.

“Wayde baptized her with our tears,” Jena remembers. “It was time with just the three of us.”

The images reflect reality. The emotions and cause of the child’s death are not hidden.

“If parents are shedding tears, it is important to see an image with tears,” Payne emphasized. “We will only retouch bruises or skin that has torn.”

The state of the child varies from Annie, a nearly perfect-looking child who had survived past birth, to babies born without skin.

“Sometimes we will take pictures of just the hands, feet or ear because the face is not photographable,” Payne explained.

The Normandins use Annie’s photos to balance remembering and continuing with daily life. Wayde Normandin remembers the photo session as a comforting symbol of closure.

“What do you do now?” Wayde asked. “Your baby is gone. It was a wonderful transition, and otherwise you just walk out.”

Pictures can be taking with the child on life support or passed away, according to Payne.

Payne prefers the more peaceful image of the baby without tubes and wires. He also encourages family members—especially the parents—to be in the pictures. He has even photographed a child with more than 30 relatives.

Beyond sharing pictures with family and friends for commemoration, the photos often serve a less obvious, but just as impactful, purpose.

Annie’s photos validate Jena’s continual feeling of loss.

“It is okay for me to feel the way that I feel,” Jena said. “Because I had this precious baby in my arms and she is not here anymore.”

Annie was laid to rest at Tulsa’s Floral Haven Cemetery in the Garden of Angels, a resting place for babies and children.

“She led a short but purposeful life,” Wayde said.

And Wayde and the Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep organization hope that purposeful life is revealed in the meaningful photographs.

“Because she is a part of us, you embrace it and that doesn’t mean forgetting,” Jena said.

More about Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep can be found on their Web site, www.nowilaymedowntosleep.org.

